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COBDEN TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 

McKenzie Street, Cobden, 3266 
www.cobdentechschool.org    
cobden.ts@edumail.vic.gov.au    
Ph: 5595 1202 

 
Term 2  Week 3   

7 May, 2019 

We are committed to find, and celebrate, 
successful outcomes for students, whether 
that is in the pursuit of high level academic 

achievement, or the development of specific 
vocational skills.  

The values we strive to develop and promote 
through our interactions with students, 

parents and other members of our 
community are Honesty, Excellence, 

Accountability, Respect and Trust - HEART. 
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Principal 
 

Rohan Keert 
 
Open Night 
We are looking forward to welcoming prospective students and their families into our school for Open Night on 
Wednesday 8th May. Registration, collection of information packs and a free BBQ will be in Johno’s Shed from 
6:00pm. Open Night will commence with a welcome in the Trade Training Centre at 6:30pm. The night will involve 
guided tours and activities with plenty of opportunities to ask questions. There will be a supper in the Trade Training 
Centre at the end of the tours. We’d love to share with you how we can help your child to find the right pathway for 
their learning, with supportive staff, state of the art facilities and a commitment to ensuring your child achieves 
success. 
 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Rae Bellman (President)     Liz Roberts (Vice President) 
Sue Clarke Michelle De Bie Rebecca Perriss     Ingrid Bellman (Student)        Tanner Fratantaro (Student) 

    

BREAKFAST CLUB 
CTS offers breakfast every Wednesday and Friday morning from 8.30-9am at Johno’s Shed.   Free cheese 

toasties are available.  Those students who have travelled long distances on the bus, or have missed 
breakfast for any reason, are especially welcome. 
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It was pleasing to see so many families participating in parent teacher interviews in the last week of Term 1. We 
conducted 286 interviews throughout the afternoon and evening. I hope that our students have taken feedback on 
board as they set their Term 2 personal learning goals.  
Thank you to School Captains Skye Leith and Archi Perriss who were supported by Assistant Principal Ms Crevola at 
the ANZAC Day wreath laying ceremony in Cobden. Skye and Emma Harrison showed their leadership and 
community spirit by selling ANZAC badges at school in the lead up to ANZAC Day. 
 
Debutante Ball 
Deb Ball training has commenced. By all reports, our 2019 debutantes and their partners really 
enjoyed their first dance lesson and are looking forward to the big event on Friday 14th June. 
Thank-you to Margot Horan for supervision and the CTS Parent’s Club for their organisation of 
the 2019 CTS Deb Ball.  Please consider volunteering to help out on the night to ensure that the 
night runs smoothly for all concerned. 
 
 
Facilities upgrades  
During Term 2, we will commence the planning and development of our Stephanie Alexander Foundation Kitchen 
Garden in the area outside the library entrance. We have just about finalised quotes for the construction of a new 
outdoor synthetic 3x3 half-court basketball area between the library and canteen. Builders will return next week to 
complete the $800,000.00 disability access upgrade to the school, which will include ramps, rails, electric doors, 
modified entry and exits, and a disabled toilet/shower/change area. Please check our Facebook page for regular 
progress updates. www.facebook.com/cobdentech 
 
Cobden Technical School really is a unique place. It’s a great school! If you haven’t heard our radio ads, our kids 
“…think our school is fantastic because it offers any pathway we choose, including academic, sporting, trades and 
creative fields, to name just a few”. 
 
 

Assistant Principal 
 

Cassandra Crevola 
 

Anzac Day service 
  
We were very proud of our school captains, Archi Perriss 
and Skye Leith, as they conducted our ANZAC Day 
assembly last week. Students heard details of the history 
and service of Australian service men and women and 
reflected on their experiences. Students also spent time 
reflecting on the nature of service in their own 
communities and the qualities shown by people who are 
selfless in their work to support others. These reflections 
followed on from the 
School Captains’ 
involvement in the 
Cobden ANZAC Day 
Service, in which they 

laid a wreath at the town memorial. Many other CTS students were also involved 
in supporting the ANZAC Day Service through their other community groups on 
the day. Well done to all involved.  
Prior to ANZAC Day, the SRC were involved with fundraising for the ANZAC 
appeal. 
  

http://www.facebook.com/cobdentech


Cobden Technical School              Cobden Technical School is a child safe school. Page 3 
 
 

Cobden Primary School Fete 
  
CTS students from a range of year levels did a fabulous job of running our stall at the CPS Fete, enjoying bringing 
some sugary delights to our primary school friends. We enjoyed watching the children and families delight in 
smearing coloured icing artistically on biscuits and decorating them with all sorts of lollies and sweets before 
devouring them enthusiastically. All funds were donated to support the Cobden Primary School. We had a great time 
and look forward to visiting again for next year’s extravaganza. 
  
Term 1 Awards Afternoon 
We enjoyed a lovely afternoon of reflections and celebrations at the end of Term 1, congratulating many of our 
students on their sporting endeavours throughout Term 1 and their efforts in and outside of the classroom. We were 
very pleased to see a number of parents, family members and friends come along to support our students’ 
achievements and we look forward to continuing to invite our school community into the school on such afternoons.  

 
A particular congratulation to Macey-Lee Hickey as recipient of the Petrie 
Award. The SRC noted in delivering their award that Macey works consistently 
across all of her subjects, always putting her full efforts into her learning. She is 
always polite, friendly and courteous to staff and students and is willing to help 
others. This is clear in her support of the Relay for Life fundraiser every year. 
She supports the Terang Racecourse race meets and juggles all of these 
commitments with part-time work. The SRC believe that Macey clearly 
embodies the values of the Petrie Award. 
Congratulations Macey! 
  
  

 
 
Open Night 
Students and staff are busily preparing to welcome families into the school on Wednesday, 8th May from 6 pm for 
our Open Night. There will be a BBQ and tours during the evening, with current and prospective families invited to 
come along and explore education at Cobden Technical School. 
  
The Cobden Technical School also seeks to offer our condolences to the Port Campbell community after their tragic 
loss of two surf lifesavers. Senior student leaders have organized a school fundraiser to support the family and 
community and will be forwarding our donation to the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Maths Pathway Information Session 

Wednesday, May 8 
Starting at 7:15pm in Room 2 

All Year 7 and 8 parents and students invited to attend 
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Calendar 
 

 
TERM 2   
WEEK 3 DATE EVENT     
Tuesday May 7 • Year 7 and Year 10 Immunisations 
Wednesday May 8 • Cobden Technical School Open Night 

• Math Pathway information session for Years 7 & 8 students and parents 
in Room 2 at 7.15 pm 

WEEK 4 DATE EVENT 
Tuesday May 14 • NAPLAN – Writing 

• School Cross Country (Session 4) 
• 7 Session Day 

Wednesday May 15 • NAPLAN – Reading 
Thursday May 16 • NAPLAN – Conventions of Language 
Friday May 17 • NAPLAN - Numeracy 
WEEK 5 DATE EVENT 
Monday May 20 • School Council Meeting 

• Signed Work Experience forms are due back this week 
Wednesday May 22 • HSSSD Cross Country (Camperdown) 
Friday May 24 • 7 session Day 
WEEK 6 DATE EVENT 
Tuesday May 26 • HSSSD Senior Boys Football and Girls Netball 
Wednesday May 27 • 7 Session Day 
WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 
Monday June 3 • GWR Cross Country (Warrnambool) 
Thursday June 6 • HSSSD Junior and Intermediate Boys Football and Girls Netball (Terang) 
Friday June 7 • 7 Session Day 
WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 
Monday, June 10 • QUEEN”S BIRTHDAY  
Wednesday June 12 • 7 Session Day 
Friday June 14 • Debutante Ball 
WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 
Monday June 17 • Year 10 Work Experience 

• Fareshare 
• 7 Session Day 
• School Council meeting 

Tuesday June 18 • Year 10 Work Experience 
Wednesday June 19 • Year 10 Work Experience 
Thursday June 20 • Year 10 Work Experience 
Friday June 21 • Year 10 Work Experience 
WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 
Monday June 24 • Year 10 Work Experience 
Tuesday June 25 • Year 10 Work Experience 

• HSSSD Senior and Intermediate Basketball 
Wednesday June 26 • Year 10 Work Experience 
Thursday June 27 • Year 10 Work Experience 
Friday June 28 • Year 10 Work Experience 

• Last Day of Term 2 
 

Careers 
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Annette Hickey –Careers Coordinator 
 
Work Experience dates for your calendar: 
Year10 – Monday, June 17 – Friday, June 28 
Year 11 – Monday, July 29 – Friday, August 2 (Melbourne) 
 
Education Week May 19-24 
This year, Education Week will run from Monday 20 to Friday 24 May with the theme of ‘Celebrating Careers’. (See 
flyer on following page.) We will be running various career activities for all year levels throughout the week to 
expand students’ knowledge of various vocational pathways. There will be an emphasis on investigating careers of 
the future in this ever changing world and another focus will be on ‘Get Vet’, a program that highlights the many 
advantages of undertaking VET in VCE & VCAL. 
 
One of the biggest challenges for a young person is how and where to commence the career journey. Our Year 9 
students will travel to SWTAFE in Warrnambool to explore the courses they have on offer. The SWTAFE ‘Try a Career’ 
Expo gives the opportunity for young people to try ‘hands on activities’ and talk to people about what is involved in a 
range of different careers. This is also your opportunity to find out more about VETis (Vocational Education and 
Training in Schools).  
 
Our career adviser, Annette Hickey, is always available to talk to parents about their child’s career pathway, phone 
the office to have a chat with her or make an appointment to visit the school. 
 
Morrisby Online – An online career discovery tool for all our Year 9 students.(Term 3)  

The Department of Education and Training is supporting all secondary schools to provide 
comprehensive career education from Year 7. This includes a new, free, career advisory 
service for Year 9 students. 
The service is designed to help students make better choices about subject selection, 

vocational education and training, senior secondary school certificates and further study. 
 CTS will have access to: 

• an online personal career discovery tool that identifies potential suitable careers in a report 

• analysis of their career assessment report by an accredited career practitioner 

• follow-up one-on-one career counselling to progress their choice to reality. 

The service uses a personal online career discovery tool (Morrisby Online) which provides objective and relevant 
information about the student and the opportunities available. Once the assessment has been completed the 
student will be provided with a report and a 1:1 career counselling session. This will be conducted by a qualified 
career practitioner during school hours at school, with parents encouraged to attend. Discussions will include short-
term specific subject choices as well as training, higher education and employment pathways and will inform the 
career action plan the student completes at school. 
 
The student is provided with a ‘Log in for life’ to the career discovery tool. Students are able to revisit the tool across 
the remainder of their school life (and beyond) to complete additional assessments and undertake research in new 
areas of interest. 
 
Year 10 Work Experience - Term 2, Week 10 & 11 
A reminder to parents/carers of Year 10 students that signed work experience forms are due back by Week 5 this 
term. Thanks to the parents/students who have already submitted their consent form, please see Mrs Hickey ASAP if 
you need help finding a placement.  
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Parents News 
 

 
Easter Raffle 

 
What a super effort by the CTS parents, staff, students and their families for the great 
support they gave the Easter Raffle.  Congratulations to Robert Fleming for winning first 
prize, Josh Sinnott collected the second prize, while Chelsea Ketelaar took third, Daniel 
Wright scored fourth and Dick Tracey was the lucky fifth winner.   
 
Thank you to those who donated the lovely chocolates and made the effort to sell the 
tickets to make this fundraiser the success it was.  
 
 
 

Planter Boxes 
 
Planter boxes have been placed at the end of 
Johno’s Shed.  The Parent’s Club organised the 
planter boxes while Ronnie Greagen and Neville 
Robertson, with help from some students, filled 
them with soil and planted them out.  You will all 
agree that they are to be congratulated for a great 
job.  
  

 
 

YEAR 12 VCAL 
Fun and Games at CTS (Refurbishment of the down ball and basketball area)  

Year 12 Senior VCAL students have completed a community 
school project to improve the school surrounds. They have 
re-painted the lines for the down ball courts and the 
basketball court. After costing and planning the project they 
used masking tape to ensure the lines were straight.  By 
measuring the area carefully and using white paint, they 
successfully completed the project. This area is now much 
improved and students are using the area much more 
frequently at recess and lunchtime. 
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NAPLAN 2019 

The National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is moving to an online environment this year. 
Year 7 and 9 students will participate in tests of Writing, Reading, the Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar 
and punctuation) and Numeracy across Tuesday 14 to Friday 17 May (Week 4 of Term 2). Catch up sessions for 
students absent on the day of any of the tests will be conducted in the following week. 
 

What do we learn from NAPLAN testing? 
NAPLAN testing provides a snapshot of your child’s achievement at one particular point in time. This information 
provides some specific information that adds to the total picture of achievement for your child. As a school, we are 
able to analyse the whole Year level data sets to identify common areas of difficulty and/or misunderstanding. We 
also get a general idea about the learning growth of the student cohort since their previous NAPLAN tests. This 
information is useful as we examine the effectiveness of our teaching and learning programs, and plan for school 
improvement.  
 

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. Support can be arranged for students with a range of 
needs that would impact on their ability to complete the tests. We now have flexibility to more easily provide 
additional time for those that may require it to complete the tests, but this must be set up before the testing starts. 
Exemptions may also be granted to students with significant intellectual disabilities.  
 

If you feel that your child would benefit from some additional support during the tests, or is eligible for support due 
to specific learning needs, you need to discuss this with Michael Smart before Friday 10 May. Likewise, if you feel 
that due to the nature of your child’s specific learning needs or disability, you would like them exempted from the 
NAPLAN test, you need to discuss this with Michael Smart before Friday 10 May. Parental consent is required before 
any support due to disability, or an exemption, is granted. 
 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and 
carers in consultation with the principal or NAPLAN coordinator. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw your 
child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form by Friday 10 May. These forms are generated on a need basis, so 
please contact Michael Smart to plan for your child’s withdrawal. 
 

Naturally, as a school, we would like every student in Years 7 to 9 to attempt the NAPLAN tests, including any 
struggling learners. The Education Department uses data from NAPLAN to provide targeted support to schools for 
learners identified as being significantly behind their age expected performance. If students would benefit from 
additional learning support, it is important that they complete NAPLAN testing so that their needs can be identified, 
and Department resources made available to support their improved learning. 
 

The NAPLAN test schedule for May is: 
TUESDAY 14 May WRITING 
WEDNESDAY 15 May  READING 
THURSDAY 16 May  CONVENTIONS of LANGUAGE 
FRIDAY 17 May   NUMERACY 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the NAPLAN coordinator, Michael Smart, to discuss your 
child’s participation in NAPLAN. 
 

Later in the year all families that had students involved in NAPLAN testing will receive a personal NAPLAN report. The 
report will describe your child’s particular skills in Reading, Writing, the Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar 
and punctuation) and Numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national 
minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia. 
 

I am confident that the information you receive as a result of your child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests will be 
valuable in helping you to assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 

  

For more information about the tests, 
please visit the VCAA website at 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP 
website at www.nap.edu.au 

 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.nap.edu.au/
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Sport 
 

Belinda Savage – Sports Coordinator 
 
Upcoming Events – Save the dates 
Tuesday May 14  CTS Cross Country (Please note change of date) 
Wednesday May 22  HSSSD Cross Country (Camperdown) 
Tuesday  May 28  HSSSD Senior Boys Football and Girls Netball 
Monday June 3  GWR Cross Country (Warrnambool) 
Thursday June 6  HSSSD Junior and Intermediate Boys Football and Girls Netball (Terang) 
Tuesday June 25  HSSSD Senior and Intermediate Basketball 
 
HSSSD Interschool Athletics – Friday 29th March, 2019 
Congratulations to Lachlan Gass on winning the U17 Boys Age Champion at the Interschool Athletics. Also 
congratulations to Abbey Robbins on an equal first in the U14 Girls Age Champion 
 
GWR Lawn Bowls (Ararat)- Friday 26th April 
Thank you to Mr. Michael Nixon for again transporting and coaching two teams representing 
our school and the Hampden Division at the Greater Western Region Interschool Lawn 
Bowls event at Ararat.   
 
Team A (Noah Mungean, Joe Hutt, Luke Hickey) lost their first game to Ballarat HS 4 – 5, 
but then went on to win their next two games and make the A Final.   
 
In the A Final they came up against a very strong Ballarat HS team but played very 
consistent ends to come away with a convincing win of 15 – 3.  This win secures a place in 
the School Sport Victoria State Finals to be played at the Darebin City Bowls Club.   
 
The Cobden Tech B Team (Ryleigh McVilly, Luke Ball and Lachlan Stephenson) unfortunately struggled to get a win 
from their three games, but gained valuable experience from the day.   
 
School Sport Victoria Lawn Bowls State Finals -  Wednesday 1st May, 2019 

Oh so so close – a loss by one in the grand final at the School Sport Victoria 
Lawn Bowls State Championships played at Darebin City Bowls Club on 
Wednesday 1st May.   
 
Well done to Noah Mungean, Joe Hutt and Luke Hickey on a fantastic effort 
having to play three qualifying games to make the first semi-final. In the first 
semi-final we came up against Kyneton Secondary College and had a good win 
22 – 2.  However in the grand final we came up against Melton Secondary 
College and lost 11 – 12.  
 
So, so close, which came down to the last bowl of the day.  Thank you to Mr. 
Michael Nixon on his fantastic coaching and supervision of the bowls team.   

 
Colac Gun Club Shoot – Wednesday 1st May, 2019 
A large team of 11 students attended at the Colac Gun Club Championships on Wednesday 1st 
May.  It was great to see some new students shooting for their first time, and some junior 
shooters improving on their last years score.   
 
A big congratulations to Hunter Reynolds who tied for first place with three other shooters and 
was then forced to compete in a shoot off at the end of the day.  Hunter came equal third 
overall, a fantastic effort. Well done Hunter. 
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Your Child’s Dental Health 
SOUTH WEST DENTAL SERVICE IS CURRENTLY OFFERING DENTAL CHECKUPS 

AND TREATMENT TO STUDENTS ATTENDING THIS SCHOOL. 
Where is South West Dental Services located? 

• South West Healthcare, Manifold Place, 140 Manifold Street, Camperdown. 
• Phone 5557 0915 
• South West Dental Service operates Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.30am till 4.30 pm 

Who can access South West Dental Services? 
• Children aged 2-17 years eligible for the Child Dental Benefits Scheme- bulkbilled through 

Medicare. 
• Health Care/Pensioner Concession Card holders 0-17 years-no fee. 
• Non Health Care/Pensioner Concession Card holders 0-12 years-$33.50 for general care. 
• No fees are charged for emergency care. 

How do I make an appointment for my child? 
• Children previously seen by our dental service will usually receive a recall letter when they are due 

for a checkup. 
• If your child has not seen us before, or for some time,  or you have other concerns please contact us 

on 5557 0900 to arrange an appointment. 
• Please have your concession card and/or Medicare card with you when you call. 

We look forward to seeing you and your child. 
 

Warrnambool Camperdown Hamilton Portland 
Community Health Building 
Ground Floor, Koroit Street 

Manifold Place 
140 Manifold Place 

2 Roberts Street  

Warrnambool, Vic 3280 Camperdown, VIC 3260 Hamilton,Vic 3300 Portland, VIC  
Phone: 03 5564-4250 Phone: 03 5593 7300 Phone: 03 55518347 Phone: 55210390 
Fax: 03 5563 1500 Fax: 03 5593 2659 Fax: 55631500 Fax 55631500 
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Road Smart is coming to Cobden Technical School 
 
Week 5 - Tuesday 21st May Session 1&2 
 
What is Road Smart? 
Road Smart is a road safety education and training program for year 10 students (or equivalent) which is replaced 
Keys Please in 2018. The program will be delivered statewide and is an initiative of the Victorian State Government’s 
Young Driver Safety Package.  
 
Why are you focussing on Year 10 students/beginner drivers? 
The Road Smart program is best suited to the transition from pre-learner to learner driver, which closely aligns with 
the age of many Year 10 students. Research carried out in the initial stages of the project confirmed that there is a 
need to better support young people who are looking to become learner drivers. This work also identified that 
supervising drivers require extra support at this transition point and more generally.  
 
What does the program cost? 
The Road Smart program is free for schools, as it is funded by the Victorian Government. 

What is the Young Driver Safety Package (YDSP)? 
The Victorian Government has committed to implement a plan to reduce further young driver crash rates through the 
development and delivery of five education and training initiatives. These initiatives, referred to as the YDSP will be 
put in place by either TAC or VicRoads. 
 
The initiatives are: 

• Road safety education complex (TAC) 
• Practical safe driving program / Road Smart (VicRoads) 
• Free licence scheme (VicRoads) 
• L2P - learner driver mentor program (VicRoads)  
• Youth grants, communication opportunities and forums (TAC) 

 
PROGRAM DELIVERY 
 
What is the delivery format?  
Road Smart has four components with schools having a choice of how they carry out their In-car sessions.    
 

1) In-class: an interactive classroom session delivered at school by an approved facilitator (70 minutes or a 
double period during school hours) 
 

2) In-car off-road: a practical driving session with an approved driving instructor at an off-road facility. This 
option is available for both learner permit holders and pre-learners who do not yet have a learner permit 
(approx 1 hour plus travel time during school hours) 

OR  
2) In-car on-road: a practical one-on-one driving session with an approved driving instructor. NOTE Students 

will require a learner permit to participate in this option (approx 45 mins plus travel time outside school hours) 
 

3) E-learning modules: two for students and one for their supervising drivers 
 

4) Teacher resource toolkit: that links to the Victorian curriculum. 
  

Frequently Asked 
Questions  
 



Cobden Technical School              Cobden Technical School is a child safe school. Page 13 
 
 

 L2P CORANGAMITE MENTOR DRIVER PROGRAM 
  

Mentor Driver volunteers are 
urgently needed for mentoring 
learner drivers as they learn to 
negotiate the roads as there 
are a growing number of L 
Platers wanting to learn.   
If you are able to help in any 
way, please contact Sally 
Buckland, who is the 
coordinator, at the Terang 
Hospital on 55920222 and she 

will give you further details.  
Email: 

slbuckland@tmhs.vic.gov.au  

 



Cobden Technical School              Cobden Technical School is a child safe school. Page 14 
 
 

 
 

 


	Sport
	Road Smart is coming to Cobden Technical School
	Week 5 - Tuesday 21st May Session 1&2
	What is Road Smart?
	Why are you focussing on Year 10 students/beginner drivers?
	What does the program cost?
	What is the Young Driver Safety Package (YDSP)?
	PROGRAM DELIVERY
	What is the delivery format?
	OR

