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COBDEN TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 

McKenzie Street, Cobden, 3266 
www.cobdentechschool.org    
cobden.ts@edumail.vic.gov.au    
Ph: 5595 1202 

 
Term 3  Week 2  

July 26, 2019 

We are committed to find, and celebrate, 
successful outcomes for students, whether 
that is in the pursuit of high level academic 

achievement, or the development of specific 
vocational skills.  

The values we strive to develop and promote 
through our interactions with students, 

parents and other members of our 
community are Honesty, Excellence, 

Accountability, Respect and Trust - HEART. 
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Principal 
 

Rohan Keert 
 
Year 11 Work Experience 
Welcome back to Term 3. Semester 2 is up and running. The school is busy again now that Year 10 students have 
returned from work experience. Our Year 11 students head off to Melbourne work experience next week with 
Annette Hickey. This year we have combined with staff and students from Timboon P-12 for this event. 
 
Corangamite Trade Training Cluster 
Last week our Year 10 students along with Year 9 & 10 students from all other Corangamite government secondary 
schools participated in a tour of the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster facilities at Camperdown, Cobden and 
Timboon. Staff from Terang and Derrinallum gave presentations about the VET courses offered at their campuses. 
 
 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
CTS offers breakfast every Wednesday and Friday morning from 8.30-9am at Johno’s Shed.   Free cheese 

toasties are available.  Those students who have travelled long distances on the bus, or have missed 
breakfast for any reason, are especially welcome. 

 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Rae Bellman (President)     Liz Roberts (Vice President) 
Sue Clarke Michelle De Bie Rebecca Perriss     Ingrid Bellman (Student)        Tanner Fratantaro (Student) 
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Staff Movements 
We welcome back Sue Blake, who travelled through Europe with her husband Les during Term 2. Mr Bouman also 
returns to CTS after a term of long service leave. 
 
Disability Access Works 
The builders were very busy over the holiday break as the significant construction works to upgrade disability access 
continues. The new entries to the library and main office will be complete in about another week. 
 
Indonesian Sister School 
We look forward to the two week visit by staff and students from our sister school in Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
commencing Friday 2nd August. Thank you to all families who have agreed to host our international visitors. It is a 
very rewarding experience. 
 
School Assembly 
At the whole school assembly this week led by school captains Archi Perriss and Skye Leith, we heard reports from 
our House Captains. We presented medals for our cross-country age champions and several students received 
HEART values award certificates. In my short address, I made a point of reminding our Year 12 students to put their 
heads down and focus as they enter the final full school term before formal classes wrap up early Term 4. I asked all 
students to reflect on their Semester 1 report and set learning goals for the second half of the year. I also asked 
students to set a relationship goal that includes respectful and helpful behaviours and actions towards their peers 
and teachers. 
 
Volunteer Work 
Over the winter holiday break our sensational grounds volunteers, Ronnie Greagan, Bob Mounsey and Neville 
Robertson did a terrific job pruning all of the fruit and olive trees in our orchard across the road. They have begun 
eradicating the blackberries and rejuvenating the grape vines. They have also developed a plan to tidy up the 
bushland on the block. 
 
50th Anniversary Plans 

The CTS 50th Anniversary organising committee continues to meet 
and plan the big event on 19-20 October 2019. The committee are 
supported by our School Councillors and Parents Club. If you 
haven’t heard we have a CTS 50th Facebook group. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CTS50TH We currently have 
254 members and there has been 817 posts in the last 28 days. 

Please feel free to join and contribute to this very active group. 
 
New Website 
We also have a new website for the school. https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/ 
Please have a look and let me know if there is anything else you would like to be included. 
 
 

Assistant Principal 
 

Cassandra Crevola 
 
It’s been a lovely start to Term 3 and the second half of the year. Our Year 10 students had the opportunity to tour 
the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster schools last week and explore the opportunities available to them through 
various trade pathways on and offsite. We are very proud of the fact that our students have so many options 
available for their senior pathway into careers and we look forward to continuing to explore these options with them 
in discussions over coming weeks. Year 10 students and families will have a scheduled career and subject selection 
interview during Week 5 – look out for further information to follow in the coming fortnight.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CTS50TH
https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/
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Our Year 9 students have also taken some important career planning steps in recent days, with their completion of a 
key survey leading into careers interviews and reflection activities later in the term.  
 
Parents and families will be receiving via email information about two key Engagement and Wellbeing surveys that 
students across the school will be scheduled to complete in the coming few weeks. The AboutYou survey for 
students in Years 7, 8, 10 and 11 and the MDI Survey for students in Years 7-9 will be conducted with our students to 
help gain a better insight into experiences of young people in and out of school. Letters have been emailed home to 
families, with information on how to opt-out should families wish to do so. Further information is also available 
elsewhere in this edition of the newsletter. 
 
Our School Captains did an excellent job of conducting our whole school assembly this week, in which we recognised 
the amazing efforts of our students in various sporting, academic and community endeavours. We congratulate all of 
our students and our awards winners for their Semester 1 work and we encourage all families to make sure that they 
have checked students’ Semester 1 reports on Compass.  
 
We also enjoyed the reflections of our House Captains on the various activities that Shenfield, Glenfyne and 
Tandarook House have led or enjoyed so far this year. We look forward to the upcoming Daffodil Day events 
throughout August led by Glenfyne and look forward to hearing details about the charity events for the other two 
houses later in the year. 
 
 
 
‘About You’ Survey! 
 
What is ‘About You’? 
 
‘About You’ is a survey of Victoria’s young people, conducted by Colmar Brunton on behalf of the 
Department of Education and Training. The About You survey takes place in Victorian schools and 
collects essential information on the health, wellbeing, learning and safety of young people aged 
12 to 17. 
 
Government schools with students in year 7, 8, 10 and 11 are being invited to participate in the 
survey in 2019. The information collected will assist in the development of programs, resources 
and services aimed at meeting the needs of young Victorians.  
 
Who will participate? 
All students in year 7, 8, 10 and 11 will be invited to participate in the survey from our school. 
It is up to you and your child as to whether they take part. The school will send an information 
letter explaining the background and content of the survey, along with a refusal-of-consent form 
home with your child, and to your email address. If you do not want your child to be included in 
the study, you should return the refusal-of-consent form to the school, or opt out via the email 
address that will be supplied. All responses are voluntary and students can opt out at any time. 
For further information, please contact Gillian Davenport at the Department of Education and 
Training via email AboutYou.Survey@edumail.vic.gov.au  
  

mailto:AboutYou.Survey@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Giving schools and communities important information about the 
views and needs of children 
 
This year, our school, along with others in Victoria is participating in the Middle Years Development 
Instrument (MDI).  
 
The MDI is the first survey of its kind in Australia where there is a focus on children’s developmental health 
and wellbeing, school experiences and what children do with their time after school. 
 
The MDI is unique because it records children’s own voices. The MDI aligns with Goal 2 of the Melbourne 
Declaration on Educational Goals of Young Australians: “All young Australians become successful learners, 
confident and creative individuals and active informed citizens”.  
 
The MDI asks young people about their 1) social and emotional development; 2) feelings of connectedness 
to school, family, friends, and communities; 3) school experiences; 4) physical health and wellbeing; and 5) 
activities after school. Student’s answers to the survey will be kept confidential – no one will use the 
results to identify individual students. 
 
The data collected is summarised into school reports that inform educational and community efforts to 
help improve young people’s health and wellbeing.  Children’s participation in the MDI is completely 
voluntary. Any parent can request that their child not take part in the survey by contacting their classroom 
teacher or school principal. Children are also told that they can withdraw from taking the survey at any 
point.  
 
For more information visit www.mdi.srcentre.com.au or talk to Assistant Principal Cassandra Crévola and 
please ask your student for your copy of the parent information letter, which has been sent home this 
week. 

Middle Years Development Instrument 
 

School newsletter  

http://www.mdi.srcentre.com.au/
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Calendar 
 

TERM 3   
WEEK 3 DATE EVENT Sunday July 28 – 8:00 Year 11 Work experiemce 
Monday July 29 • Year 11 Work Experience 

• 7 session day 
Tuesday July 30 • Year 11 Work Experience 
Wednesday July 31 • Year 11 Work Experience 
Thursday August 1 • Year 11 Work Experience 

• GWR Interschool Senior Boys Basketball (Ballarat) 
• Pie drive collection – after 3.30 in School Canteen 

Friday August 2 • Year 11 Work Experience 
• Indonesian Sister School Visit 

WEEK 4 DATE EVENT 
Monday August 5 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 
Tuesday August 6 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 
Wednesday August 7 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 

• Practice for Clay Target Shooting 
Thursday August 8 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 
Friday August 9 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 

• Colmar Brunton About You Survey 7, 8, 10 & 11 
• 7 session day 

WEEK 5 DATE EVENT 
Monday August 12 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 
Tuesday August 13 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 

• 7 session day 
Wednesday August 14 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 

• Year 10 Course and Subject Interview Day 
Thursday August 15 • Indonesian Sister School Visit 
Friday August 16 • Dental Van arrives 

• 7 session day 
WEEK 6 DATE EVENT 
Monday August 19 • Dental Van 

• Year 11 Food Excursion 
Tuesday August 20 • Dental Van 
Wednesday August 21 • Dental Van 

• Practice for Clay Target Shooting 
Thursday August 22 • Dental Van 

• Noorat Gun Club Clay Target Shoot (at Noorat) 
• 7 session day 

Friday August 23 • Dental Van 
• Pupil Free Day – Staff PD 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 
Wednesday August 28 • Bricks Day 3 9am – 1.45 pm 

• Empower Me Student Leadership (To be confirmed) 
• 7 session day 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 
Wednesday September 4 • 2019 Summit Camp (6.45 am) 

• HSSSD Interschool Junior Basketball (at Terang/Camperdown) 
Thursday September 5 • 2019 Summit Camp 
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• 7 session day 
Friday September 6 • 2019 Summit Camp 

• Victorian Schools Super Series Lawn Bowls  
WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 
Monday September 9 • Canberra Camp (6 am) 

• 7 session day 
Tuesday September 10 • Canberra Camp 
Wednesday September 11 • Canberra Camp 
Thursday September 12 • Canberra Camp 
Friday September 13 • Canberra Camp 
WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 
Monday September 16 • GWR Interschool Athletics (at Ballarat) 
Tuesday September 17 • Parent Teacher Interviews 12 till 8 pm 
Friday September 20 • Last Day of Term 3 - 2.30 finish 

 
 
FUNDRAISING 

 
PARENT’S AUXILIARY PIE DRIVE 
The Parent’s Auxiliary would like to thank all those that supported our Pie Drive.   I hope that you all placed your 
orders by the July 18 deadline.  If you have, please pick up your orders from the school canteen after 3.30 pm on 
August 1.   
 
YEAR 11 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION WEIGHT GYM UPGRADE 
In order to be able to upgrade the weight room, we are selling old gym equipment and holding a raffle which 
members of the school and wider community can purchase tickets for $2 each.   
Prizes have been generously donated by local businesses and people and they consist of: 
1st Prize: 2 Nights Accommodation at Auldy’s on East Beach, Port Fairy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM  
2nd Prize: Signed Brisbane Lions Football Jumper 
3rd Prize: 2 Cinema tickets plus Meal for Two at The Hairy Goat in Warrnambool 
4th Prize: $100 Food Voucher Ritchies IGA Cobden  
5th Prize: $100 Fuel Voucher Matthews Cobden Roadhouse 
 
There are raffle tickets attached to the end of this newsletter.  Please sell them and return stubs and money to the 
school.  If you would be willing to sell more tickets, please contact the office and more will be sent home to you. 
The drawing of this raffle will be held at the School’s 50th Anniversary celebration on October 20, 2019. 
 

                      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM


Cobden Technical School              Cobden Technical School is a child safe school. Page 7 
 
 

Careers 
 

Annette Hickey –Careers Coordinator 
 
Corangamite Trade Training Cluster Bus Tour 

 
Last week Year 10 students travelled around the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster 
facilities to explore VET options available, watch students working in each area, and listen 
to presentations from instructors about various courses. The CTTC offers a wide range of 
vocational education and training opportunities for our students: 
 
 

                    
 
 
Cobden Technical School Cert II in Building & Construction 

Cert II Automotive Preparation 
Cert II Electrotechnology. 

Camperdown College Cert II Retail Make-Up and Skin Care 
Cert II Salon Assistant.   

Derrinalum P12 Cert II Agriculture 
Timboon P12 Cert II Music 

Cert II Hospitality 
Cert II Engineering 

Terang College Cert II Community Services 
 
 
The current suite of Cert II courses caters for a diverse range of future 
pathways with students travelling to the provider school for a four hour 
training block on a Thursday. Please contact Annette Hickey if you would 
like further information about vocational education offered at the CTTC. 
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Year 10 Work Experience 
“ ……….. has been a pleasure to have work within our business” 
“………… was helpful and built excellent rapport with the students” 
“………… was a very capable and responsible work experience student, who fitted in easily with our team of 
educators. 
“……….. was an excellent work experience student” 
These are just a few of the very positive comments our students received after completing two weeks of work 
experience in the local area last term. Congratulations to all Year 10 students! 
 Many thanks to the employers who were willing to supervise the students during this time and provide a look at the 
“real” world of work. 
 
Student Employer Student Employer 
Noah Ackerley Rhys Evans Colac Ashley Clarke Roberts Builders          
Jasper Coverdale CR & JC Box Stuart De Bie T.S.Mc Quinn and Son 
Rose Finlayson The VET group               

Cobden Kindergarten 
Jackson Flecken Nick Cole 

Dickinson Electrical 
Brydie Foote Colac Bakery 

The VET Group 
Harrison Herschell Roberts Builders 

Chris Walsh 
Macey Hickey Cobden Primary School Tanner Fratantaro Simpson Primary School 
Ben Hookway Turbo Electrics Joe Hutt CI Electrical 
Joseph Kellermeier Cobden Opp Shop Cobden 

Technical School 
Jake Proctor Cobden Bakery 

Cobden IGA 
Rachel Kerr St Patricks Primary School Lilly Neale Elliminyt Primary School 
Josh Sinnott Dalvui Service Centre Blake Walsh Reid Stockfeeds                    
Xavier Vickers James Dwyer Metal Fabrication   

Conheady Plumbing, Bobcat and 
Tipper Service 

Lachie Taylor Walsh Plumbing  
 
 Roberts Builders                                 

Dan Wright PR Treble            
Spence Construction          

  

 
 

Jewish Holocaust Museum Visit 
 

Michael Nixon 
 

Late in Term 2, students from Year 9 HUMS, Year 10 HUMS 
and Year 11 English visited the Jewish Holocaust Museum. As 
the topic of the Holocaust was being studied at this time, it 
was very beneficial for the students to have an organised tour 
of the Holocaust Museum. 
The students were met by a staff member who gave them a 
briefing on what the Holocaust Museum was all about. A tour 
through the museum then followed. The many graphic photos 
and newspaper articles from the day was an eye opener for 
the students. It showed with graphic detail the suffering and 
pain the Jewish people endured. 
The highlight of the tour was a talk from an Auschwitz death 
camp survivor. He was only eight years of age when he 

entered the camp in 1943. His immediate family was executed and he was fit enough to work, his only saviour. He 
told of the struggle to eat, sleep and to just exist. When asked if he still held a grudge towards Germans, he replied 
that it was a previous generation’s fault, not the current generation.  
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Indonesian Sister School 
 

Ms Liz Formby 
Languages Curriculum Manager, Sister School Coordinator, Cobden Technical School  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Visit by students from the Cobden Technical School Indonesian Sister School. 
 
On Friday August 2 the staff and students from our Indonesian Sister School will be arriving in Melbourne.  The 
twenty two students and two staff members are so excited to be joining our school community for two 
weeks.  Whilst in Cobden, they will be spending time in class with their buddies, helping Cobden Primary School with 
an Indonesian language and culture day and spending time with their host families. 
I would like to thank the families of the following Cobden Technical School students for their generosity in hosting 
the students coming to visit: 
Jasper Coverdale, Libby Pringuer, Jacoba Henderson, Indee Smith. Thomas La Franchi, Gemma Kelly, Elizabeth Wood, 
Morgan Nelson, Jessica and Tyler Parsons, Holly Roberts, Noah and Jayden Squire and Willoughby and Archi Perriss. 
There have also been people from the Cobden community who have offered to host.  Thanks also to Nat and Gerald 
Pekin and Anita and Owen Chivell for hosting. 
There are some exciting times to come when the students are here so be sure to keep an eye on the CTS Facebook 
page for updates. 
  

Sport 
 

Belinda Savage – Sports Coordinator 
 

Upcoming Events – Save the dates 
 

Date to be confirmed  Senior Boys Country Cup Grand Final 
Thursday August 1  GWR Interschool Senior Boys Basketball (Ballarat) 
Thursday August 22  Noorat Gun Club Clay Target Shoot (at Noorat) 
    (Practice Shoot Dates – August 7 & August 21) 
Wednesday September 4 HSSSD Interschool Junior Basketball (at Terang/Camperdown) 
Friday September 6  Victorian Schools Super Series Lawn Bowls Championships 
Monday September 16  GWR Interschool Athletics (at Ballarat) 
 
 
 
Greater Western Region Senior Boys Basketball – Thursday August 1, 2019 
 
Wishing our Senior Boys Interschool Basketball team of Luke Ball, Luke Hickey, Ryleigh McVilly, Dylan Jeffery, Lachlan 
Stephenson and Lachlan Gass, all the best at the Greater Western Region Interschool Senior Basketball 
Championships to be played at Ballarat on Thursday 1st August.   
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South West Zone Victorian Clay Target Shoot at Noorat on 22nd August 
 
Please note that this event will be held at Noorat on 22nd August, 2019.  The South West Zone event is for competent 
to advanced students/shooters rather than novices.  
 
Prior to this event we again will be attending Noorat Gun Club on (sessions 5 and 6), 7th August and 21st August to 
attend and have practice shoots with the Club.  If you are interested in learning to do clay target shooting and also 
for those wishing to participate in the South West Zone Competition at Noorat in August, please make sure you have 
given your name and details to Belinda Savage prior to the above practice dates.  However, we are more than happy 
for any students interested in attending the practise shoot days to come and try.   
 
School Sport Victoria State Cross Country –  Thursday July 18, 2019 

 
Firstly, a big congratulations to Abbey Robbins on 
qualifying to compete at the School Sport Victoria, State 
Cross Country in Bundoora Park, Bundoora.  Abbey 
competed in the U14 Girls 3km event and finished in an 
amazing time of 13:00.773 in 51st Place (midfield). Well 
done Abbey a great achievement and experience.   
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HEADSPACE CYBERBULLYING PROTECTIVE FACTORS 
 
 
Cyberbullying tips for parents and guardians: 
headspace has provided six key steps for parents and guardians to follow when talking 
to a young person about cyberbullying:  

× Listen calmly to what your young person wants to say and make sure you get the full story.  
× Reassure your young person that they are not to blame and ask open and empathetic questions to find out 

more details.  
× Ask your young person what they want to do and what they want you to do.  
× Discuss some sensible strategies to handle the bullying with your young person.  
× Contact the school and stay in touch with them.  
× Check in regularly with your young person.  

 
For further information on cyberbullying please visit the eSafety Commissioners website at 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 
 
Tips for a young person experiencing cyberbullying: 
It is important you talk to someone you trust straight away – like a parent, sibling, uncle/aunt, teacher or friend. You 
can also seek support at headspace through face-to-face, online or telephone services.  

× Do not retaliate or respond to the online bully.  
× Block the bully and change your privacy settings.  
× Report the abuse to the service and get others to as well.  
× It’s also important to do something you enjoy to keep a healthy mind set. Catch up with friends, listen to 

music, play sport or chat online to the people you can trust.  
× Collect evidence – keep mobile phone messages, take screen shots and print emails or social networking 

conversations.  
× You can always find some helpful resources at esafety.gov.au or headspace.org.au.  

 
Cyberbullying tips for friends: 
If you have a friend or know someone at school who is being cyberbullied:  

× Don’t join in – don’t comment on posts, images or videos.  
× Don’t forward or share posts, images or videos that will hurt others.  
× Leave negative groups and conversations.  
× Report bullying to someone that can help – this can be an anonymous report to a parent or teacher.  
× Support your friend online and offline. You could say:  
× ‘I heard about the posts, you don’t deserve it, I’m here for you.’  

 
If you have a friend or know someone at school whose mental health or wellbeing is impacted as a result:  

× Suggest they talk to their family or confide in an adult they trust.  
× Try inviting your friend to undertake some of the 7 tips for a healthy headspace with you – doing stuff that’s 

important to them, learning new ways to handle tough times, build close and connected relations, eat well, 
stay active, sleep enough and cut back on alcohol and other drugs.  

× Access help online through eheadspace, https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/ or face-to-face at headspace 
Warrnambool or Portland headspace centre.  

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/


Cobden Technical School              Cobden Technical School is a child safe school. Page 12 
 
 

  
Terang Basketball 
Age groups  
 
> U12 Girls and 
Boys (born 
2009/2010) 
 
> U14 Girls and 
Boys (born 
2007/2008) 
 
> U16 Girls and 
Boys (born 
2005/2006) 
 
> U18 Girls and 
Boys (born 
2003/2004) 
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Please sell these tickets and return them to the school by October 18 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     COBDEN TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
       WEIGHTS GYM UPGRADE 
  
Name    _____________________ 
  
Phone  ______________________ 
 
 
RETURN TO SCHOOL BY  
18 October, 2019 

      COBDEN TECH —  WEIGHTS GYM UPGRADE   
1st Prize: 2 Nights Accommodation at Auldy’s on East Beach, 
  Port Fairy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM  
2nd Prize: Signed Brisbane Lions Football Jumper 
3rd Prize: 2 Cinema tickets plus Meal for Two at The Hairy Goat 
  in Warrnambool 
4th Prize: $100 Food Voucher Ritchies IGA Cobden  
5th Prize: $100 Fuel Voucher Matthews Cobden Roadhouse 
Drawn 20/10/19 Winner will be notified Tickets $2  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgVTPue9KOM
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