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COBDEN TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 
McKenzie Street, Cobden, 3266 
www.cobdentechschool.org    
cobden.ts@edumail.vic.gov.au    
Ph: 5595 1202 

Website for the school. 
https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/ 

What would you like included? 

Term 4  Week 7  
November 20, 2020 

We are committed to find, and celebrate, 
successful outcomes for students, whether 
that is in the pursuit of high level academic 

achievement, or the development of specific 
vocational skills.  

The values we strive to develop and promote 
through our interactions with students, 

parents and other members of our 
community are Honesty, Excellence, 

Accountability, Respect and Trust - HEART. 
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Principal Team Reflections 
 

Rohan Keert & Cassandra Crevola 
  
“Wow! It wasn’t like that back in my day!” 
  
These words were uttered by so many of the former Cobden Technical School students who visited when 
we celebrated our school’s 50th anniversary last year. It was a wonderful reminder of just how privileged we 
are to be able to offer custom-designed facilities and career-ready equipment across all of our learning areas. 
Our students all have access to their own individual, school-provided laptop and they are learning to 
confidently and safely navigate the online world that will form such a big part of their adult lives. 
 
Our Year 7 and 8 students had a fabulous time last week on their Port Fairy Camp.  Many tried crabbing, 
fishing and cruising for the first time and there were some impressive efforts in their Amazing Race and 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Rae Bellman (President)     Liz Roberts (Vice President) 
Sue Clarke Michelle De Bie     Ingrid Bellman (Student)        Rachel Kerr (Student) 
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Minute to Win It activities.  We’d like to particularly thank the staff involved in organising and running the 
camp; it was a terrific experience for all involved.  
  
Corangamite Trade Training Centre 
 
A wander through the Trade Training Centre this week saw our Year 9 students 
completing their Welding projects with Rocket BBQs, our Year 10s putting the 
finishing touches on their hall stands in Woodwork and our senior Building and 
Construction students finishing cubby houses to a sales-ready standard – in fact, 
we were overrun with sales enquiries from customers across Victoria! 
  
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program 
 
Our students are among those in just a select handful of secondary schools involved in the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Program. In our Year 7 and 8 classes, students in Media and Design experimented 
with augmented reality and have just been introduced to creating stop-motion animations; we definitely 
have some potential animators in our school! Students also take part in our RockBands program and have 
opportunities to try sports they often haven’t even heard of before reaching secondary school, including clay 
target shooting and sometimes even lawnmower racing. 
 

  
Community Support 
 
We value highly our relationship with our local community, which supports our students through work 
experience, work placements, traineeships and, as our older students reach their final years, offers of 
employment and apprenticeships. Coupled with our extensive literacy and numeracy support programs 
and our range of VCE subject offerings, we are proud of our capacity to provide individualised education 
and successful pathways for all of our students. 
  
To Wrap up 
 
As we come to the end of 2020, we can look back and realise that, amidst all of the year’s challenges, 
we’ve relished the opportunity to learn an even wider range of new skills in digital learning and teaching 
spaces; we’ll be taking this with us into 2021 and beyond. 
  
So, with the words of our former students in mind, we hope you’ll visit us on our website or Facebook 
page, or book in for a tour in the New Year, to see for yourself just what our wonderful students are doing. 
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Calendar 2020 
  

 
 

TERM 4   

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Monday November 23 ¶ Tree Adventures Excursion (Year 9) 

¶ Upgrade Year 11 into Year 12 

Tuesday November 24 ¶ Small Engines-Ballarat Indoor Go Kart Excursion 

¶ Upgrade Year 11 into Year 12 

Wednesday November 25 ¶ VCE Year 12 Physical Education Exam - 3 pm 

Thursday November 26 ¶ VCE Year 12 Food Studies Exam – 9 am 

¶ Upgrade Year 11 into Year 12 

Friday November 27 ¶ Nick Hose Fitness – 1.45 

¶ Upgrade Year 11 into Year 12 

¶ Last day for Year 11 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Tuesday December 1 ¶ VCE Indonesian Second Language Exam - 11.45 am 

Wednesday December 2 ¶ Valedictory Dinner 

Friday December 4 ¶ Nick Hose Fitness – 1.45 

¶ End of Year 10 

WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 

Monday December 7 ¶ School Council 

Friday December 11 ¶ End of Year Assembly 

¶ Last day of Year 7 – 9 Classes  (TBC) 

WEEK 11 DATE EVENT 

Monday December 14 ¶ End of Year Program 

¶ School Council 

Wednesday December 16 ¶ Final Assembley 

 

 
 
  
  

  

  

 
 
  

Check out our schools 

Facebook page 

We are updating regularly 

Share our page with your 

friends 

Instagram will be  

coming soon.  

REQUEST FOR DONATIONS 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR 
CARDBOARD INNER TUBES 

FROM FOIL, PLASTIC WRAP OR 
PAPER TOWELS TO DONATE TO 

THE SCHOOL. 
DO NOT DONATE TOILET ROLL 
INNER CARDBOARD TUBES AS 

THEY ARE NOT SUITABLE 
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VCE News 
 

Sarah Cook 

YEAR 12 LAST DAY AND EXAMS 

Congratulations to our Year 12 students who had a wonderful last day at school.  

A delicious bacon and egg roll breakfast cooked by Mrs Crevola 
and Rocky gave them the energy required for the exciting last day.  

Although we couldn’t have our 
usual final assembly, it was great 
to be able to utilise technology to 
livestream the assembly to our 
other classes during mentor time 
and parents and wider 
community were able to join us 

from their home or workplace. Bradley Gillingham and Ingrid Bellman spoke 
on behalf of their fellow Year 12 Students highlighting the joys of remote 
learning, which included a wish come true of going to school in your pjs 
every day and they thanked the staff for the extra support throughout 
challenging times.  

A wonderful video was put together by our Assistant Principal Cassandra Crevola that included super cute 
images of our students beginning school and some noticeable changes including facial growth and upside 

down smiles for some as they had their last ever school photo. Jessica 
Parsons and Kayla Hunter were chosen to ‘cut the cake’ and were 
commended for their growth and resilience in completing their studies 
over their time at CTS. Thank you to Kidz Kingdom for the cake toppers 
and Café on Curdie for the delicious cakes. 

Students completed a final walk down A-wing corridor and were then 
treated to a special tribute song by Ryan McCluggage, before donning 
their colourful Hawaiian shirts and boarding none other than FUSO for 

an afternoon of adventures.  

After a fuel up at Maccas we arrived at Trees Adventures. The students had a great afternoon overcoming 
fears and seeing how far and how high they could push themselves.  Well done to all involved for such a 
fantastic effort.     
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After using all that energy, KFC was well earned on the way home. Our thanks to Brett Taylor for driving 
the bus and rescuing some students; and Annette Hickey for her organisation for this event. 

Since then we have had many VCE exams completed and our students have represented themselves and the 
school in a very positive manner. We also have 2 Year 11 students completing Unit 3-4 exams this year so 
well done to them for their studious efforts. Good luck for the remaining exams and remember your teachers 
are still available for support until your exam has been completed. 
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VALEDICTORY DINNER 

We will be holding a dinner to celebrate our Year 12s on Wednesday December 2. We are just awaiting 
details from the department on what we are allowed to do before we confirm attendees. We are determined 
to hold an event to recognise students and families and provide a moment to celebrate the achievements 
particularly in this year and, although it may be a little different from other Valedictory dinners, we will 
provide further details ASAP. 

UPGRADE PROGRAM 

Next week we will commence our UPGRADE program for current year 11 students and also for any year 10 
students who will be continuing on with their VCE class at Unit 3-4 level next year. All students have been 
given a timetable highlighting when they are required to attend. VCE students will be attending Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Wednesday will be a day for students to study at home and no Year 11 
students are required to attend this day. VCAL students enrolled in a VCE subject may be required to attend 
Monday and Tuesday. Attendance is compulsory for these lessons as students will begin their coursework, 
be given instructions about expectations, equipment and assessment schedules for 2021 and holiday 
homework will be set. If students or parents have any questions, they should contact Sarah Cook or Annette 
Hickey. 

YEAR 12 JUMPER 2021 

Reminder that money must be paid by this Friday for any jumper orders $85 to the office. 

2021 

We are proud of the diverse range of options for our students and work hard to try and meet the needs for 
our students across VCE, VCAL and VET pathways. Current year 10 students will receive confirmation of their 
selected subjects next week. If students have any concerns they can speak to Sarah Cook (VCE) or Annette 
Hickey (VCAL, VET, Careers). We will also be uploading some more information for parents to access in 
regards to our VCE, VCAL and VET programs and welcome any questions. 

 
 

Booklists 
 
Important- Warrnambool Books now have a new trading name "Campion Education - Warrnambool".  
They are still at 169 Fairy Street Warrnambool.  Their phone number is 03 55629400.  Feel free to contact 
them if you need assistance. 

 
Once you have been provided with your subjects, you will be able to go onto the Campion website to place 
your order. There is a link on the school website which will take you straight to the Cobden Tech booklist.  
You will also find instructions on how to do so.   
 
Please note: early resource lists has expired.  You will still be able to obtain the books, but you will have to 
go to Campion in Warrnambool in person to do so.   
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VCAL News 
 

Annette Hickey 
 

Lake Cobden Project 
Year 12 Senior VCAL students have just completed Stage 1 of the 
Lake Cobden Project; the renovation of a picnic table and chairs is 
finished. Great teamwork, creative problem solving skills and fine 
craftsmanship made the project a huge success. It has been terrific 
to see families already using the table area as the days are become 
warmer and restrictions ease around Cobden. 

 
Stage 2 will be the renovation of a second picnic table and this will 
begin with another group of VCAL students in February 2021.The 
work on this table and chairs was unable to be started due to the 
reduced time at school because of COVID19. 
 

Lake Cobden committee member Frank Martin presented the eight 
students with a Certificate of Appreciation and said that he and the 
Cobden community were thrilled with the result. 
 
Well done to Lachlan Hatherall, Noah Mungean, Cameron Newell, 
Brad Gillingham, Kayla Hunter, Grace Molloy, Shaye Worthington 
and Jacob Watts.  

 
You should all be as proud of your efforts as we are of you! 
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Careers 
 

Annette Hickey 
 

Employment 2021 – Our students gain highly sought after apprenticeships! 
It is terrific to see so many of our students being snapped up for apprenticeships for next year. All of the 
VCAL students worked one day a week this year through VCAL Structured Workplace Learning work 
placements.  
In this setting they learn quickly, build up their skills and show their employer how valuable they will be as a 
full time employee. Students also improved their industry knowledge by completing a VET course through 
the Corangamite Trade Training Centre at our school every Thursday. 
 

Congratulations to:  

Cameron Newell (Yr 12) 
Bailey Welding & Repairs 

 

Ashley Clarke ( Yr 11) 
Clinton Baulch Warrnambool 

 

Daniel Wright( Yr 11) 
Swayne and McCabe Colac 

 

Noah Ackerley (Yr 11) 
Rhys Evans and Reid 

 

Hunter Reynolds ( Yr 11) 
Hillman Building and Maintenance 

 

Year 12 VCE student, Jessica 
Parsons, has obtained a traineeship 
in Education Support at Carlisle 
River Primary School. She gained 
some insight into the world of 
teaching when she completed work 
experience at North Melbourne 
Primary School in Year 11. Jessica’s 
great work ethic and determination 
to do well, will be very valuable in 
this role, where she will be working 
with teachers and young students 

Brad Gillingham (Yr 12)  
CW Electrical 

 

Stuart De Bie (Yr 11) 
Cobden Tools and Trailers 
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Year 7 & 8 Camp 
  
Wow! What a jam packed and exciting camp we had with the year 7 and 8 students last week. Wednesday 
the weather caused us to spend some of our time inside, playing games, making marshmallow and spaghetti 
towers and eating M&Ms. The sun broke through and we were able to run around on the CTS version of the 
Amazing Race- Belinda Savages' group the Outrageous Oranges won the race- the competitive spirit was 
high! We finished the day off with a visit to the mutton birds- seeing them swoop down to roost was a 
majestic sight. Thursday was packed with fishing, crabbing, cruising, snorkelling, canoeing, drum beat, 
minute to win it games and topped off with a great dance party. Friday we spent the morning learning how 
to surf and SUP, followed by a visit to Lake Pertobe.  
We normally hold the camp at the start of year 7 for students to get to know each other and form friendships- 
this year it was all about reconnecting and spending time having fun away from home and the classroom. 
Having the year 8's along as well made for a very special camp. I was very proud of all the students for the 
way they behaved and interacted with each other and the staff.   
On that note, a huge thanks to the staff; Belinda Savage, Cass Crevola, Malcolm Ward, Neal Simmonds, 
Andrea Stoddart and Sophie Hickey, with an extra special thanks to our Camp Cook, Niecy Robertson, who 
did a fantastic job of keeping us fed with her delicious food! 
I also thank the Port Fairy providers- Southcombe Caravan Park, Daktari Surf, Go Surf, Maluka Cruises and 
the Port Fairy Anglers Club. If you're down Port Fairy way, please support these businesses. I'm sure you'll 
have fun doing so. 
 
Comments from some of the students: 
Kayden 
My favourite activity:      Surfing.  
Did you try something for the first time on camp? I did. It was surfing I loved surfing and I would try it again. 
What is one thing you are proud of?    Being able to catch waves when surfing. 
 
Darcy:  
What is one thing you are proud of?    All the surfing 
What is one funny story from camp?   I got my hair braided  
What was the best meal of Camp?    Pancakes 
 
Jade: 
What was your favourite activity?    All of it the whole camp 
What is one funny moment from camp?   The disco 
How did you feel at the end of Camp?   Sad to leave 
 
Hayden 
What was your favourite activity?    Snorkelling 
Did you try something for the first time on camp? I tried snorkelling I enjoyed it and would do it again. 
What is one thing you are proud of?    Swimming 
 
Zac:  
What was your favourite activity?    Canoeing and snorkelling 
Did you try something for the first time on camp?  I tried snorkelling for the first time and I liked it and I 

would try it again. 
What is one thing you are proud of?    Winning the amazing race.  
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CAMP IN ONE WORD WAS……..fun, amazing, cold, wet, eventful, tiring, interesting, terrific, 
spectactular, exciting, cool, fantastic, exhilarating, exhausting, adventurous, sandy, funny. 
 
Snippets of our camp recounts in under 50 words 
 
Walking, disco’s, watching birds and laughing with friends. 

STINGRAY!! What!? A stingray, yes there’s a stingray. I saw one 
going under the canoe. No, there wasn’t it was probably just 
seaweed. No, it was - a stingray. I don’t know. Aaah a stingray! I 
told you there was one. 
 
“The wheels on the bus go round and round”, we sang as we 
drove the bus to the beach! 
 
Snap! As the crabs pinched finger after 
finger, AAH!! The kids yelled in pain 
whilst throwing the crabs in a bucket of 

water, 1,2,3,4,5,6….251!! 
 
I was overwhelmed with joy just thinking about the 
ocean fishing and I caught the best thing ever! It was 
…. a huge piece of seaweed, I was proud of myself.  
But then Sophie caught a fish. And then Bodhi caught 
a fish. Sigh!  
 
OINK! In our cabin we talked about Peppa Pig and we 
got into trouble for being a bit too loud! 
 

 

  

RIVER 
BOAT 

CRUISING 



Cobden Technical School              Cobden Technical School is a child safe school. Page 13 
 

 

 

  

PADDLE 
BOARDING 

SURFING 
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SNORKELING 

CONTESTS 

AND, OF COURSE, 
THE FOOD 
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News from the Kitchen and the Garden 
 

Jen McLennan 
 

 " At Cobden Technical School we have been very proud to be part of 
the Secondary Schools Pilot Program for SAKG. The students have loved 
the opportunity to learn about and grow their own produce, and to 
experiment cooking with new ingredients. Having the garden in such a 
central area of the school ( in front 
of the school library) has also 
engaged the interest of students 
in the school- they can see the 
garden grow each day and it has 
become a real talking point for all 
members of the school 
community. I'd like to personally 
thank Bunnings Warrnambool 
and Colac, Pearsons Nursery and 
R.L Blake for their contribution to 
the program."  
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The CTS Parents Committee 
 

Student appreciation raffle 

 The Parents committee have decided to run a student raffle for all the students attending CTS. Every student 
will have their name entered into the raffle on behalf of the committee. There will be a dozen prizes drawn 
at random. The prizes will be donated by the committee to recognize the efforts displayed by the students 
during such an extraordinary year. 

Deb Ball 2021  

Current Year 9 and 10 students and parents. After much discussion it has been decided that we go ahead 
and organise the Deb Ball for next year. The proposed date for the Ball to be held is on Friday 4th June 2021. 
Due to the number of participants it has been decided that we will combine the two year levels as we did 
last year. So the current year 9/10’s will be the year 10/11’s next year. A meeting will be held early in first 
term 2021 to make a committee and start the planning process. We must reiterate that plans could be 
altered due to government regulations involving Covid-19 and this will be out of our hands. We will 
endeavour to notify parents and students as soon as possible if the event will need cancelling or alternate 
arrangements be discussed. We look forward to being a part of this special event in the coming year.  

 

School Nurse 
 

Melissa Benson 

Five areas of social and emotional learning 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) involves developing the ability to understand and manage our 

emotions, establish positive relationships, develop empathy for others, set and achieve goals and feel good 

about ourselves. 

 

 

Be You’s approach to SEL is based on the model developed by the Collaborative for Academic, Social and 
Emotional Learning (CASEL), an internationally recognised organisation in this area of research. 

The model defines five social and emotional skill areas essential for the development of good mental health. 
Each of these skill areas includes a number of specific elements. Intentional teaching of the competencies is 
also crucial to implementing effective SEL, as are opportunities for children and young people to practise 
and generalise them. 

Teaching SEL works best when the focus is on helping children and young people learn skills from each 
domain so that they gradually and progressively build their skills and knowledge throughout early learning 
and school. It’s an ongoing process across all year levels. 

https://casel.org/
https://casel.org/
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Self-awareness 

This is the ability to recognise and understand your own emotions, thoughts and values, and understand 
how they affect your behaviour. It’s about understanding and assessing your personal strengths, and 
understanding that abilities and intelligence can be developed and improved. The main skills include: 

¶ identifying emotions 
¶ self-perception 
¶ understanding strengths 
¶ self-confidence 
¶ self-efficacy. 

Self-management 

This is the ability to manage and regulate your emotions and behaviour, including managing stress, 
controlling impulses and keeping yourself motivated. The main skills include: 

¶ impulse control 
¶ stress management 
¶ self-discipline 
¶ self-motivation 
¶ goal-setting 
¶ organisational skills. 

Social awareness 

This is the ability to understand and empathise with people from a range of diverse backgrounds, and to 
understand social and ethical norms of behaviour. The main skills include: 

¶ perspective-taking 
¶ empathy 
¶ appreciating diversity 
¶ respect for others. 

Relationship skills 

These involve the ability to develop and maintain healthy and positive relationships with others. They include 
the ability to communicate clearly, listen, cooperate, resist peer pressure and negotiate conflict. The main 
skills include: 

¶ communication 
¶ social engagement 
¶ relationship building 
¶ teamwork. 

  

https://beyou.edu.au/fact-sheets/social-and-emotional-learning/self-regulation
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Responsible decision-making 

This is the ability to make informed and responsible decisions about personal behaviour and social 
interactions with others, based on adherence to ethical standards, safety concerns and social norms. The 
main skills include: 

¶ identifying problems 
¶ analysing situations 
¶ solving problems 
¶ self-evaluation 
¶ self-reflection 
¶ ethical responsibility. 

Reference 

Be You – Beyond Blue 

https://beyou.edu.au/fact-sheets/social-and-emotional-learning/five-areas-of-social-and-emotional-
learning 

 
 

Trek for Teams 

 

We’re excited to launch Trek for Teams, this 28-day, walk-run challenge, is created to help out groups and clubs 
that have been significantly impacted by COVID-19 with amazing prizes like a chance to win $1000 for your club 
or organisation. Read more about it in this edition of Gathering Point. Registration starts Friday 13 November, and 
the event starts next Friday 20 November 
We are asking your help to spread the word. Please share the Trek for Teams Facebook post on your Social media 
pages, tell your friends, family, anyone that loves your group as much as you do and help us get people moving to 
support you. https://www.facebook.com/CorangamiteShire/ 
  
Stay safe (and happy Treking!) 

Lianne Shaw 

Volunteer Support Officer   Corangamite Shire 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCorangamiteShire%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJulie.Simmonds%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3297a218381f45d7521b08d889258a17%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637410142528235289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DQS1KV%2FrL93mpd%2FxA87iyCHFwCwcKDQVToy5MqZ3Ffo%3D&reserved=0

