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COBDEN TECHNICAL 
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Committed to Students, Committed to Success 
McKenzie Street, Cobden, 3266 
www.cobdentechschool.org    
cobden.ts@edumail.vic.gov.au    
Ph: 5595 1202 

Website for the school. 
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What would you like included? 

Term 1  Week 3  
February 12, 2021 

We are committed to find, and celebrate, 
successful outcomes for students, whether 
that is in the pursuit of high level academic 

achievement, or the development of specific 
vocational skills.  

The values we strive to develop and promote 
through our interactions with students, 

parents and other members of our 
community are Honesty, Excellence, 

Accountability, Respect and Trust - HEART. 
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Principal Team Reflections          
 

Rohan Keert & Cassandra Crevola 
  

Welcome back – From the Principal 
 
We hope that all in the Cobden Tech community have had a lovely, enjoyable summer break. It’s been lovely 
to be back at school, feeling genuinely like it’s a chance for a fresh start back in classrooms and face-to-face 
interaction.  
 
It has been wonderful to see so many new faces around 
the school, with two classes of new Year 7 students 
joining us this year and many students stepping into 
other year levels across the school. As I write, we’re 
looking forward to welcoming our new families at our 
Year 7 BBQ and Info Night, as we provide them with all 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Rae Bellman (President)     Liz Roberts (Vice President) 
Sue Clarke Michelle De Bie          Rachel Kerr (Student) 

 

First School Council meeting for the 
year will be at 7pm on February 22. 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/
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the information they’ll need for the upcoming Year 7 Camp. 
 
While we’re incredibly grateful for the reduction in restrictions and the enhanced freedoms that we’re 
experiencing now, following the tumultuous year of 2020 COVID restrictions, it’s important to remember 
that a range of guidelines are still in place, including:  

- Maintaining good hand hygiene 

- Maintaining physical distance from others, wherever possible 

- Wearing masks when indoors, unless an exemption applies. 

 
We’d like to remind families and students that this means mask wearing is required on buses to and from 
school. Students need to be bringing and wearing their own masks.  

 
School Dux 
Cobden Technical School would like to congratulate our Year 12 class of 
2020. Cobden Technical School’s highest scoring VCE student was Ingrid 
Bellman. Ingrid was a member of the student leadership team as well as 
being the 2020 Dux.  
 
The year being what it was, with home schooling and internet issues, Ingrid 
is very proud of her efforts and her hard work paid off.  She found that a 
regular routine helped and tried to stick to the school timetable as much 
as she could.   
 
Ingrid received an offer to study a Bachelor of Outdoor and Environmental 
Education, but has deferred to spend a gap year as an office trainee back 

at the school. 
 
She appreciated all the support from her family and her teachers over the year and congratulates her peers 
for completing their schooling. 
 
Staffing changes 
We welcome a number of staff into the Cobden Tech community this year. Amanda Camp joins us teaching 
English across the school. Amanda also has extensive experience in the Arts and in running galleries and we 
look forward to her creative work with our students across this range of fields. 
 
Sophie Hickey and Kerri Blain are continuing their wonderful work supporting our students in classrooms. 
We’re very pleased to be able to have them stay on with us this year. 
 
Jason Beveridge returns to us from a number of years teaching overseas. We’re delighted to welcome him 
back to teaching a range of subjects in our Senior School as well as supporting students in numeracy in junior 
classrooms.  
 
Simon Mahony has joined us to teach our Automotive class, with extensive experience in teaching this course 
at TAFE. The students had a fabulous morning and we’re very pleased to continue to offer such a wide range 
of pathways and subjects for our students.  
 
We bid farewell this week to Julie White-Richardson, who has provided immeasurable support to students, 
families and staff in her role as Student Counsellor over a number of years. Julie’s ability to assist students 
to navigate difficult situations while improving their emotional literacy and nurturing them to develop their 
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coping strategies has had an influence right across the school. We have been grateful for all of the work she 
has put into running programs, promoting wellbeing and even appearing in the press! We’re going to miss 
having Julie on board – our lunchtime staff games just won’t be the same! 
 
School Council 
Our first School Council meeting will take place on February 22, with the 2021 School Council commencing 
their term at our March meeting (March 22). School Council is responsible for governance of the school, 
including supporting school leadership’s work in setting the future direction of the school and offering input 
into a range of other governance decisions. Nominations for parent/carer representatives on School Council 
will open for the 2021 School Council very shortly; we encourage those interested in exploring an important 
role with this team to contact the front office to learn more about getting involved or completing a 
nomination. 
 
Community Links Project  
We are delighted to be working with the Progressing Cobden Committee to build on and strengthen our links 
to our wonderful local community. With a number of projects in the pipeline, we encourage families to keep 
an eye on the crib at the Cobden Kindergarten, which will soon house a display of CTS student projects and 
creations. We’re looking forward to a range of other activities that our students will undertake with 
community groups in coming months. 
 

Assistant Principal Report 
 
Mentor Interviews 
We were pleased to see so many of our families present on Mentor Interview day to kickstart 2021. With a 
range of information and forms being provided on the day, it’s an important opportunity for school staff to 
catch up with families and to help provide a smooth start to the year. We’ll be in contact with families who 
were unable to attend on the day so that we can share these details with you. 
 
Using Compass 
Our online platform, Compass, is a key tool that we use for communicating with families and with students, 
including for monitoring attendance, assessment and reporting, communicating details of upcoming events 
and excursions, and providing daily notices. Compass is accessible from any internet-enabled device, 
including smart phones and laptops. It is important that families have access to Compass and are comfortable 
with using it frequently. If you are requiring any support with passwords, with using the system or getting 
logged on, please contact the front office.  
 
Uniform  - hats, shoes and masks 
 
As we kickstart 2021, it’s been delightful this week to return to 
a little bit of school sunshine! We’d like to remind families and 
students that the warmer weather is a good reminder to be 
sunsmart, with school hats required when outdoors for breaks 
during Terms 1 and 4. Students not wearing hats will be 
required to remain in the undercover area. 
 
As we once again step back into the school grounds, it’s a good time for students to remember the need to 
wear the correct uniform, including covered, black polishable shoes. I’d also like to reiterate Mr Keert’s 
message about the importance of continuing to wear masks while indoors at the present time. 
 

Please note : The Girls School 
Winter Skirt needs to be 

organised at Reichas prior to  
February 26, 2021 

Come in and try one on. 
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Upcoming dates 
 
School Swimming – Friday 12th February  
A range of competitive and novelty events are included to ensure all students can participate 
 
Year 7 Camp – Wednesday 24th – Friday 26th February 
 
Immunisations – Tuesday 9th March 
Information has been sent home for students. Please contact the front office if you have not received the 
information pack. We kindly request that all students return the completed form, even if not participating in 
the immunisation program. 
 
 

The CTS Parents Committee 
 
WANTED  
 
Keen parents who are happy to join the Cobden Tech’s Parent Committee.  We assist by running fundraisers, 
the Deb Ball and creating discussions about keeping our school great.  All are welcome. 
 
Please let the General Office know if you would like to be a part of our school’s Positivity Team. 

Deb Ball 2021  

We are in the process of seeking information regarding the regulations surrounding Covid required to run a 
Deb Ball. Once we have all this information, we will be able to start planning for the CTS 2021 Deb Ball. 
 
We would like all Year 10 and 11 students – boys and girls - interested in participating in this year’s Deb Ball 
to please supply their names to the front office so planning can begin.  
 
At this stage, we are planning to hold a meeting for the participants and parents on Tuesday, the 16th 
February at 7.30pm. More information to follow. 

 
 

  

Check out our schools 

Facebook page 

We are updating 

regularly 

Share our page with 

your friends 

Instagram will be  

coming soon.  

REQUEST FOR DONATIONS 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR 
CARDBOARD INNER TUBES 

FROM FOIL, PLASTIC WRAP OR 
PAPER TOWELS TO DONATE TO 

THE SCHOOL. 
DO NOT DONATE TOILET ROLL 
INNER CARDBOARD TUBES AS 

THEY ARE NOT SUITABLE 
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Calendar 2020 
  

 

TERM 1   

WEEK 4 DATE EVENT 

Monday February 15  HSSSD Interschool Boys Cricket 

Friday February 19  School Photos 

WEEK 5 DATE EVENT 

Monday February 22  School Council 7 pm 

Wednesday February 24  Year 7 Port Fairy Camp 

Thursday February 25  Year 7 Port Fairy Camp 

Friday February 26  Year 7 Port Fairy Camp 

WEEK 6 DATE EVENT 

Friday March 5  CTS Athletics Sports 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 

Monday March 8  LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

Tuesday March 9  Year 7 Immunisations 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Wednesday March 17  Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

Friday March 19  School Photos 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Monday March 22  School Council 

WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 

Thursday April 1  Last Day of Term 1 – 2.45pm finish 

 
VCAL  

 
Annette Hickey 
 
CAL STUDENTS LEND A HAND 
 
This week Senior Year 12 VCAL students started their volunteering for the year 
by spending the morning weeding and cleaning up at the Cobden Lake.  In the 
afternoon, Ronnie Greagan organised the group to help him spread mulch in 
the garden beds at CTS. 
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From the Careers Room 
 

Peter Rock, Careers and Work Education Coordinator 
 
Welcome to the 2021 school year, from a careers and work education perspective. It has been my privilege 
to be given the responsibility of managing these programs for 2021, building on the enormous work of 
Annette Hickey over previous years; Annette and I will be working closely together in this area as she 
coordinates the VCAL and VCE programs for our school, including the SWL (Structured Workplace Learning) 
components of our senior school programs.  Please feel free to contact me at school at any time…my office 
is in the Library. 
 
Over the next few weeks, you will be able to access all manner of career-based resources from a designated 
link on our Cobden Technical School web page…more information about this in the next school newsletter…it 
will be wide-ranging and include information about: 

 Labour market information 
 Courses available at TAFE and Universities 
 Careers interests tests 
 Calendar of events (including tertiary open days) 
 Careers newsletters 
 And, much more. 

I have commenced interviews with our Year 11 and 12 students and these will continue to ramp up over the 
next period of time, then extending to the Years 9 and 10 students. 
 
The Careers Program at Cobden Technical School 
 
This year, commencing in Term 2, we will be conducting introductory careers programs with our Years 7 and 
8 students. These programs will involve structured classroom activities with students working towards initial 
careers investigations so that they will be able to begin to think about planning a pathway for the future and 
making informed subject selection choices. 
 

Starting at Year 9, all students are provided with thorough individual advice in Careers Pathway Investigation. 

From 2019, the Department of Education Victoria, in conjunction with the Careers Education Association of 

Victoria, introduced the Morrisby Career Discovery Program for all Year 9 students in Government Schools. 

This is a multi-staged program that concludes with a one-to-one interview with a Morrisby Careers 

Counsellor. Students use this information to complete a school Careers Assignment that links the Morrisby 

Program to subject selection for Year 10 to support them in reaching their goals. This will happen for our 

Year 9 students in Term 2…more information about this will be provided closer to the event. It will lead into 

one-to-one interviews with me to discuss their progress and aspirations for Year 10 and beyond. 

In Year 10, all students complete the Work Experience Program during June. Experience in a workplace is 
linked to students graduating with higher employability skills and career awareness and, at Cobden Technical 
School, this program is compulsory. Year 10 students all participate in a one-to-one interview with me to 
discuss their progress and aspirations for Year 11 and beyond. 
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All students in Years 11 and 12 will be involved in a one-to-one interview with me over the first few weeks 
of the school year and I will liaise closely with the Senior School Coordinator, Sarah Cook, and VCAL/VET 
Coordinator, Annette Hickey, as to student pathways and progress. 

VTAC Counselling 

A little later in the year, at Year 12, all students are invited to one-to-one interviews to assist them through 
the tertiary application and employment pathway process. This includes scholarship and Special Entry Access 
Scheme application. Students can be assured of quality advice, help and confidentiality throughout this 
process, all the way through to tertiary offers and acceptance in 2022. 

Interested in pursuing an apprenticeship or traineeship?  
 
Even though you have just started the schooling year, your planning should start now. Australian 
Apprenticeship Pathways have developed an excellent four-step guide to assist you to start planning - 
http://bit.ly/2E2R7T2  
 
We will certainly be doing a lot of work in this area over time, particularly in association with Westvic Staffing 
Solutions. But, there are lots of things you can do to be proactive in your planning. 
Read through Step One and take the work type explorer quiz, download the AusAppPathways app to your 
phone, and complete practice aptitude quizzes to ascertain the level of literacy and numeracy skills you will 
need for different occupations.  
You can also do the following during the year to prepare for an apprenticeship:  

 Meet with me to start planning your professional trade career. 

 Undertake work experience in several fields or with several employers in the same field. See me for 

information on how to organise work experience.  

 Contact industry leaders and associations in your fields of interest to ask questions.  

 Contact local apprenticeship centres and/or group training organisations to ask their advice on what 

makes a competitive apprenticeship applicant.  

 Use the following website to locate organisations in our local area http://bit.ly/2rdQlci  

 Work hard in your English and Mathematics classes and VET/technology/science subjects if relevant. 

With advances in technology occurring across all apprenticeship fields, it will be crucial that you can 

read and interpret complex information and instructions, and adapt to changes in technology during 

your apprenticeship and once qualified.  

 Bookmark websites for industries you are interested in to keep up to date with changes to industry 

technology, skills shortages, and events. For example:  

- Bricklaying http://bit.ly/2DYCwbA  

- Plumbing http://bit.ly/2FK6wnP ICT https://bit.ly/2SaxPj2  

- Agriculture https://bit.ly/36WW9dq  

- Community Services https://bit.ly/2OoUQgS  

- Rail Careers https://bit.ly/36Ruo65  

- Climate control https://bit.ly/3b8mBo0 

Interested in studying at university in the future?  
 
The Good Universities Guide has released ratings and rankings of Australian university undergraduate 
courses. You can compare ratings from the following categories: • Learner engagement • Learning resources 
• Overall quality • Skills development • Student support • Teaching quality • Graduate salary • Getting a job.  

http://bit.ly/2E2R7T2
http://bit.ly/2rdQlci
http://bit.ly/2DYCwbA
https://bit.ly/2SaxPj2
https://bit.ly/36WW9dq
https://bit.ly/2OoUQgS
https://bit.ly/36Ruo65
https://bit.ly/3b8mBo0
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To access the ratings and compare results between universities, visit: https://bit.ly/2RSvASt 
 
 
 

VCE News 
 

Sarah Cook 
 
Welcome back to all students and it’s wonderful to see and hear students engaged in many different learning 
activities and displaying great enthusiasm. All Year 11 and 12 students should now have settled into their 
pathway – VCE, VET and VCAL, and the electives offered within each pathway. We are very proud to be able 
to offer flexible pathways to ensure students get the best opportunity to meet their individual interests and 
future career aims. If there are any concerns they need to immediately talk to Mrs Cook or Mrs Hickey.  
 
Most students should have been given schedules and assessment dates for their individual classes. They may 
also find these on Compass as learning tasks. It is important that students take notes of these dates and, if 
there are any questions, talk to their teachers. It is highly recommended that students have a diary to record 
important dates and parents may also assist by writing these on a family calendar.  
 
It is imperative that if a student will be away, and they know prior to class, that they let their teachers know.  
It is a requirement that a student must be in attendance at least 80% of scheduled class time to satisfactorily 
complete each VCE unit. Therefore, if a student is absent due to a medical reason, a doctor’s certificate is 
required to be handed in to the General Office. It is up to the students to ensure that they catch up on any 
missed work.  
 
Year 12 students received their jumpers last week and look fantastic; a reminder that they still need to be in 
full school uniform and well done to those that have been doing so and being great roles models for other 
students within the school. 
  
On Mentor Interview Day, students were also briefed about the CTS Student Driving Policy.  Students will 
need to sign the agreement form, along with their parent/guardian, and students must fill in details of their 
vehicle.  If students will be transporting another student to school, they are required to fill in a separate 
section alongside their own parent/guardian and the other student’s parent/guardian. These forms will be 
in the Year 12 Room for them to obtain and fill in if they intend on driving to/from school once they get their 
licence.     
 
This year we have numerous students completing a distance education class, now known as Virtual School 
Victoria or VSV. These students are required to sign into the library each session. I am also the school-based 
coordinator if students have any problems and need any extra support; please make sure they make contact 
with myself and their VSV teacher. All students should now have computer access to the online system and 
assessment details and schedules.  
 
The Senior School team look forward to a fantastic year ahead. Please email or call at any time with any 
concerns or feedback so that we can continue to do the best we can for our students.  
Sarah Cook 11-12 Sub School Leader, VCE Coordinator.  
Year 11 Mentor – Pat Wallace 
Year 12 Mentor – Jason Beveridge.  
 

https://bit.ly/2RSvASt
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School Nurse 
 

Melissa Benson 
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Sports Report 
 

Belinda Savage – Sports Coordinator 
 

2021 – We have a VERY busy term ahead with lots of sports and dates to be aware of.  Please mark the 
following dates in your diary.  If at any time you require any information regarding any particular sports 
or dates, please contact me. 
 
Upcoming Events – Save the dates - 2021 
Friday  Feb 12  CTS Swimming 
Monday Feb 15  HSSSD Cricket Senior Boys (at Camperdown) 
Tuesday  Feb 23  HSSSD Swimming 
Friday   March 5 CTS Athletics 
Friday  March 19 GWR Swimming (at Horsham) 
Tuesday March 23 HSSSD Athletics (at Camperdown) 
 
Cobden Technical School Swimming Carnival - 
Will be held at the Cobden Swimming Pool on 
Friday, 12th February. All students meet at the 
pool by 9 am. All events will be completed in the 
morning session with an afternoon full of fun 
activities, novelty events and the super inflatable 
obstacle.  
 
o All students – compulsory attendance:- 
Points will be awarded for attendance of each 
student, also dressing in house colours, along 
with a lucky entrance and lots of NON-swimming 
activities and novelty swimming events. 
 
o All students are to bring bathers, towel and a school sunhat 
 
o Students are reminded to wear appropriate clothing: shirts, hats, etc. and lots of sunscreen. 
Appropriate swimwear is required – it is hard to swim your best when you are soaked in baggy clothing. And, 
do not forget, to wear your House colours in support. 
 
o Bus travel will be the same as normal, students will get off the bus at school, students will then be 
transferred by bus to the pool at 9 am.  The reverse will happen at the end of the day; all bus travellers will 
be transported by bus back to school before catching their normal bus home.  
  
o A BBQ lunch will be available to all students.  Sausages will be sold at $2 each, but please bring your 
own snacks and water.  The pool canteen will be available during the day as well. 
 
o Parents are most welcome. There may even be some parents who would like to assist in some way. 
If so, please contact the school and let us know – this would be greatly appreciated.  
 
o There will be no pass-outs from the pool at all – unless a parent personally collects a student from 
the pool. The school will cover the entry cost. 
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Victorian School Golf 
 
If anybody is interested in competing in the Victorian School Golf Championships please speak to Belinda 
Savage for entry details. Below you will find the Divisional Qualifiers date and place.   
Friday   March 12th Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Colac) 
Monday March 15th Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Hamilton) 
Tuesday March 16th Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Port Fairy) 
 
Equestrian 

Jacoba Henderson competed at the Macarthur 
Interschool Show jumping competition and came 
away with a 1st in the 75cm Grand Prix and a 2nd 
in the 75cm show jumping on a horse called 
“Midnight Madness”.  
 
With this great riding, Jacoba was then also 
awarded Champion overall.   
 
Congrats, Jacoba, on a super effort, competing 
against 30 other competitors from Secondary 
Schools from around the district, in an open age 
event.  I’m sure your new rug and awards will be 
greatly used.   

 
Jacoba also had a busy day riding another horse called “Viewmont” in the 55cm show jumping and came 
3rd with this horse and 3rd in the Championships.   
 
Any other students interested in competing in school equestrian events, please speak to Belinda Savage 
so that we can provide you with Equestrian details and also with a CTS horse rug.   
 
 
 
 
 BREAKFAST 

CLUB 
EVERY WEDNESDAY and 

THURSDAY 
8.30A.M. TO 9.00A.M. 

  

IN JOHNO’S SHED 
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Female Football 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Junior Female Football 
Training for the TMFNC junior female football team will commence on Sunday 21st Feb for girls aged 13-
18.  This will be held at the Terang Recreation Reserve at 11am.  Girls turning 19 in 2021 are eligible. 
Younger girls are also encouraged to attend. There are places for water carriers and support staff for those 
who do not meet the age requirement. Training with the team will help prepare the younger girls for when 
they meet the age requirement.   
 
If you have any questions then please contact Alison Kenna (Coach) 0437841103  
 
 

Senior female football 
Terang Mortlake Football Netball club will be holding a ‘Come and try session’ for all interested Senior 
Women Footballers (18+) who are keen to be a part of an inaugural Senior team for the 2021 season in the 
WVFFL.  Any other community member who would like to attend and support this new venture, especially 
those who are interested in being support staff (male or female), are also welcomed to attend.  
  
When: Sunday 21st February 11am – 12pm 
Where: Terang Recreation Reserve 
  
Please bring a drink bottle and suitable clothing. 
  
We look forward to seeing you all there 
  
If you have any questions please contact Noel McConnell 0418682749 or Nathan Jones 0418142995 
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As  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potato pies $4.70 Pasties $4.70 

Chitticks meat pies $4.50 Vegie Pasties $4.90 

Clarkes beef pies $4.50 Hot dogs  $3.50 

Clarkes Egg, Bacon & Cheese $4.90 Sausage Roll $3.00 

Chicken Medallions 
Chicken Tenders  
(Mondays, Wednesday and Friday only) 

$1.00 
$1.50 

Hot roasted rolls 
(Chicken & cheese, ham, cheese & tomato, 
pineapple – extra 10c) – orders only  

$4.80 

Dim Sims  
(Tuesday & Thursday only) 

$1.00 Dim Sim roll with 2 (Tuesday & Thursday only) 

Dim Sim roll with 3 (Tuesday & Thursday only) 
$3.00 
$4.00 

Bread Roll with Sauce $1.00 Fantastic Noodles (Chicken) $3.50 

Bread Roll buttered (orders only) $1.00 Muffins $2.50 

Salad Rolls:   Ham or Chicken  (White or multi-grain)  
Possible fillings below   
  lettuce, tomato, beetroot, grated carrot, cheese, butter & mayo  (Orders only)                                      $5.50                       

Salad Rolls:   No Meat   (White or multi-grain)   
  lettuce, tomato, beetroot, grated carrot, cheese, butter & mayo    (Orders only)                     $4.50 

Wraps 
Ham or Chicken 
Possible fillings below   
  lettuce, tomato, beetroot, grated carrot, cheese, butter & mayo  (Orders only)                                      $5.50 

Cakes             Hedgehog Slice, Jelly Slice, Peppermint Slice                                                                         $1.50 

Toasted Sandwiches: Bring your own sandwiches from home.  
.20c to the SRC  

Drinks: 

Nippy’s Reduced Fat flavoured Milk: Chocolate, 
Strawberry, Iced Coffee, Honeycomb, Banana 

$2.90 Fresha Juice: Orange, Apple & 
Blackcurrant  

$2.80 

Fruit Box: Orange & Tropical $1.50 Water $1.50 

Focus Sports Drink: Raspberry, Blackcurrant, Orange, 
Fruitfest 

$2.50   

Assorted icy-poles, ice-creams, also available.   
 

All students are encouraged to order their lunches at morning recess as they will not necessarily be able 
to obtain what they would like if they leave it to chance.  Lunch orders will be distributed during the first 
10 minutes of lunch before all other students have access to the canteen. 

 

These prices are now in effect.  If prices 
change you will be notified. 
 

Amended February 2021 


