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We are committed to find, and celebrate, 
successful outcomes for students, whether 
that is in the pursuit of high-level academic 
achievement, or the development of specific 

vocational skills.  
The values we strive to develop and promote 

through our interactions with students, 
parents and other members of our 

community are Honesty, Excellence, 
Accountability, Respect and Trust - HEART 
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In the spirit of reconciliation, Cobden Technical School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this 
country the Djargurd Wurrung and Kirrae Whurrung peoples of the Eastern Maar nation. We pay our 
deepest respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, the tradition, the 
culture and identity of the Indigenous peoples of Australia. 
 

Principal	Report	
	

Rohan	Keert	

WHAT IS NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK - National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all 
Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us 
can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. The dates for NRW are the same each year; 27 May 
to 3 June. 

The National Reconciliation Week 2022 theme, “Be Brave. Make Change.” is a challenge to all Australians— 
individuals, families, communities, organisations and government—to “Be Brave” and tackle the unfinished 
business of reconciliation so we can “Make Change” for the benefit of all Australians. 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Jedda Couch (President) Michelle De Bie (Vice President) 
Anita La Franchi     Rebecca Perriss    Mardi Foster    Willoughby Perriss   Grace Ritchie    Lachlan Herschell 

 
 



Cobden	Technical	School														Cobden Technical School is a child safe school.	 Page	2	
 
 

At Cobden Technical School we are ‘being brave and 
making change’ recognising National Reconciliation Week 
with giant Aboriginal flags made by our School Nurse 
Melissa Benson hanging in the school foyer and canteen. 

REAL SCHOOLS - Our school has made a very important 
decision lately and that is to become a Restorative 
School. Using Restorative Practices isn’t something we 
take lightly. We’ve been watching what’s been happening 
in the world of education when it comes to creating a strong school culture, to building effective 
relationships, to resolving conflict and to improving student behaviour and bullying. The bottom line is that 
we think there’s a better way. 

Restorative Practices is that way. Working restoratively is really all about asking the right questions to 
students when things go wrong. You see, most approaches have us putting our detective hats on and 
focusing everything in the past. It really doesn’t get us very far, because we never get to the present or the 
future. 

Put simply, we’ll be asking your children questions like: 

· What happened? 
· How has that made people feel? 
· And what action needs to be taken to make that better? 

It’s all about teaching responsibility for your actions and knowing that nobody is going to do it for you. Our 
job is to help them do just that … better and better and better. 

There’s a LOT more to Restorative Practices and we’re going to ensure you find out all of it. Our ongoing 
partnership with Real Schools is supporting and resourcing us to make this change and you will have access 
to all the resources too. 

Stay tuned for more information on this exciting development for our school. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE – At our recent School Council meeting we held elections for the executive 
positions. I am pleased to announce that Jedda Couch is our 2022 School Council President and Michelle 
De Bie is Vice President. Thank you to all parent members of our council. Jedda Couch (President), Michelle 
De Bie (Vice President), Mardi Foster, Anita La Franchi and Rebecca Perriss. 

Assistant	Principal	Report	
	

Narelle	Holliday	

Education Support Staff Week 2022 
It was great to celebrate the Education Support Staff during ESS Week 
recently. The staff shared morning tea and the ESS were thanked for the 
work they each do every day they are at Cobden Tech. 

Some of the great work they have been doing recently includes: 
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Organising and attending extracurricular sporting events: cross country, football, netball and next week’s 
boys netball, creating the newsletter, organising replacement staff, keeping the science lab safe, 
maintaining the grounds, paying the bills, making lunches in the canteen, assisting students in small groups 
and individually with learning tasks, organising uniforms for students, keeping the classes clean and tidy, 
doing wellbeing checks, organising guest speakers, creating opportunities to celebrate diversity and 
inclusion, just to name a few.  
Our Education Support Staff should never underestimate the difference they make to our students lives. 
 
Real Schools 
Our partnership with Real Schools is now in its second term. Last week Simon met with the leadership 
team to finalise our planning for the next 12 months. If you haven’t already, check out the Real Schools 
Facebook page. It has some great articles that remind us that the students at Cobden are the same as all 
Australian students and are facing the same challenges being back at school full time after two interrupted 
years. This week Simon worked in classrooms observing how the classes operated as well as speaking to 
teachers individually. We are all excited to be working with Real Schools and can already see the positive 
impact the partnership is having. 

KESO Visit 
Next Tuesday 7th June the Koorie Education Support Team will visit be visiting the school. Parents are 
welcome to come and meet the team. Details for relevant families are on Compass. 

Sub-School	Report	
 

Sarah	Cook	&	Jennifer	McLennan	–	Sub	School	Leaders	

Thank you to members of our school community for helping to make 
our locker area a more welcoming useable space. Neal Simmonds 
organised two new outdoor table tennis tables and they have been a 
huge hit so that students can keep dry and warm whilst still being a little 
active and social and if they wish or even just sit back and enjoy as a 
spectator. Late last term the HOL crew repainted all our locker banks in 
the CTS house colours and this has certainly brightened up this space so 
thank you for your help and effort. There are games and activities 
available in the SSL office if students are looking for some quiet lunch 
activities, just drop in and have a look. 

It has been wonderful to see students taking on opportunities and challenges outside the classroom and 
displaying our HEART values at sports, career days, rock climbing excursions just to name a few. Keep up 
the great work! 

Regularly accessing Compass as a parent or student is important to update 
attendance, check important announcements, consent to upcoming events, 
check learning task due dates requirements and feedback and access 
chronicles of teacher positive posts or concerns. If you are not able to access Compass, please contact the 
school. 

Finally, we know that this far into the term can be challenging, particularly with illness and the cold 
weather as well as absences from staff and students. Managing everyday stressors at school can be 
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difficult but here are some tips that we often share with students looking for support and having some 
challenges. 

1. Change your mindset - instead of focusing upon the negatives of tasks, particularly when 
they are boring or overwhelming, consider the opportunities to learn and improve and focus 
on the positives 

2. Exercise – research shows exercise can counteract the negative effects of stress such as 
concentration and fatigue. It has significant physical and mental health effects. 

3. Stop procrastinating - by completing tasks before their deadlines you can control and limit 
the stressful situations you are exposed to. Even just try it for 5 minutes as starting is always 
the hardest part and once you begin your brain remains alert until you finish it. 

4. Develop a sleep routine – set a regular bedtime as inconsistency can negatively impact 
quality of sleep. Sticking to a sleep schedule has been found to have one of the greatest positive 
impacts on academic performance. 

5. Communicate – talk to friends, family or teachers. Having a support system in place to 
offer you support you need can improve coping and improve individual performance and 
resilience. These people can all help but it is hard to help without knowing what is really 
bothering you. 

6. Prioritise – when you’re surrounded by tasks and deadlines it difficult to know where to 
start, making you feel more overwhelmed and stressed. Planning on paper with study 
timetables and to do lists will organise your thoughts better and effective time management 
has been positively correlated with better academic performance in students. 

Recently we have been very busy as the sub-school and wellbeing 
team has been organising and presenting events to raise awareness 
and educate the CTS community. Here are some snippets of our 
recent events.  

IDAHOBIT Day 

Recently we celebrated diversity and inclusion on IDAHOBIT Day. 
Students were encouraged to wear rainbow colours and the 
wellbeing team conducted activities such as rainbow cupcake 
decorating and quiz competitions. Mentors shared information to 
increase staff and student awareness and knowledge and rainbow pins and 
lanyards were available for students to collect and wear. The day was made 
much more colourful with the addition of our school Nurse Mel Benson’s 
lovingly home-made huge rainbow flags that were on display in the school and 
the canteen during the week leading up to this day.  

We also appreciate the support of Wannon Water, and their generous 
sponsorship has enabled days like this to run to support and promote student 
wellbeing. Thank you to everyone that got involved and we encourage 
students to speak to their Mentor, SSL or a member of the wellbeing staff if 
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they would like to access further resources or seek support. We hope that IDAHOBIT day will be the 
catalyst for building LGBTQIA+ inclusion all year round in our CTS community. 

Beanies For Brain Cancer 

On Tuesday 31st May students were encouraged to wear a 
beanie to raise vital funds for research for brain cancer. This is 
something close to our hearts, as sadly we recently lost a 
former student, Lachlan Stephenson, to brain cancer. Students 
watched a short video shared by Carrie Bickmores Brain Cancer 
Awareness group about Lachlan and his family. Beanies were 
also available to purchase to support research for brain cancer 
and students donated a gold coin towards vital research. 

Police Youth Resource Officers Visit 
We were fortunate to have a visit from our local Youth Resource Officers 
John and Brooke. On Tuesday 31st May, they spoke to our students to 
provide education and support on a range of issues regarding Cyber 
Safety. Students found the discussions informative and engaging and it 
was great to hear positive feedback about the day. Thanks to our 
wellbeing staff for ensuring we have access to presentations like these. 
Again, if students or parents require further information or support, 
please speak to a member of the wellbeing team. 

Follow the links below to Kidspot or the ESafety Commissioner website to find out more about how to keep 
you child safe online. And if you need someone else you child can talk to about what has happened to 
them help them to talk or message safely with someone from Kids Helpline 
at https://kidshelpline.com.au/	or	call	1800	55	1800 
https://www.kidspot.com.au/topics/cyber-safety   https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents 
Vic. Police Youth Resource Officer info. 
John KEATS 55601133 
Brooke POLLOCK 55601195 
 

Hands	On	Learning	
	

Reinier	Bouman	&	Rachel	Walz	
	
HOL have completed 20 handmade bird boxes and spent the morning placing them in 
trees on our bush block. Students learned valuable skills in numeracy, literacy and 
environmental studies while doing this. They also worked on safety, teamwork and 
trying new skills that might be a first for them and even a little bit scary, like climbing a 
ladder, using power tools and clearing blackberries from bush tracks. 
 
After working on a community project, the students have also done some work for the 
school in re-landscaping a step, making vertical garden beds and painting table dividers for VCE exams. 
After all the work done for the community and the school students enjoy some time working on their own 
projects, we're seeing some amazing skills and interests from our young people and a wonderful ability to 
share those with their peers.  It's also been great to see the way the students are cooking meals, cleaning 
the kitchen and taking care of the workspaces they use.  



Cobden	Technical	School														Cobden Technical School is a child safe school.	 Page	6	
 
 

Calendar	2022	
  

 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 

Monday June 6 • Morrisby Interviews 
• HSSSD Intermediate Boys Netball 

Tuesday June 7 • Morrisby Interviews 

Friday June 10 • Pupil Free Day 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Monday June 13 • Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday June 14 • Pupil Free Day 

Thursday June 16 • HSSSD Junior Boys Football 
• HSSSD Junior Girls Netball 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Monday June 20 • Year 10 Work Experience Begins 

Tuesday June 21 • Year 9 DOXA City Camp Departs 

Wednesday June 22 • GWR Junior Badminton 

Friday June 24 • Year 9 DOXA City Camp Returns 
• Year 10 Work Experience Ends 
• Last Day Term 2 – (2:25pm Finish) 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS WEEK 1 & 2 

WEEK 1 DATE EVENT 

Monday July 10 • First Day of Term 3 

	
Sports	Report	

 
Belinda	Savage	–	Sports	Coordinator	

Upcoming Events 

Monday 6th June                HSSSD Interschool Boys Netball (Intermediate Boys) 

Wednesday 15th June        Victorian Police Firearm Safety Course 

Thursday 16th June             Junior Boys Football & Junior Girls Netball 

Wednesday 22nd June       GWR Junior Badminton (Ballarat) 
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HSSSD Senior Boys Football – Terang Tuesday 24th May 

Thank you to all the students who played Senior Boys Football, especially the Year 9 boys stepping up so 
that a Senior Boys team could take to the field. Also, a big thank you to Mr. Brett Taylor for coaching the 
boys on the day and Lachlan Herschell for his assistance. 

Cobden Tech 3 – 3 = 21 were defeated by Terang College 6 – 1 = 37 

Cobden Tech 2 – 7 = 19 defeated Timboon P-12 School 2 -2 = 14 

The Senior Boys Football team: Ryan Stares, Tim Tran, Brodie 
Foster, Bailey Foster, Brodie Eddy, Bradey Fratantaro, Kayden 
Daffy, Zac Roberts, Tom Roberts, Austin De Bie, Bodhi Crole, Nash 
Coverdale, Riley Chamberlain, Jack Cowan, Jayden Gass, Tom 
Hutton, Angus Molan, Jesse Wason and Robert Oloko Ayimba 

HSSSD Senior Girls Netball – Terang Tuesday 24th May 

Well done to our Senior Girls Netball team who displayed our 
HEART Values by giving their best effort all day and respecting 
each other, other teams and officials on the day. Abbey B and 
Holly R battled hard all day in key positions at both ends of the 
court, often against bigger opponents they still pulled in 
intercepts and shot some beautiful goals; Grace B and Grace R 
were both determined under the post at both ends, rebounding 
and goaling and never giving up; Abbey R gave us speed and was 
ever reliable through the midcourt; Danielle, Immy and Fleur 
were constantly on the move to find space and get the ball to our 
goalies and Tara and Nakia worked hard to create defensive pressure and get their hands over every pass. 
Thank you to Liz Formby for umpiring us and making sure we had an umpire for our games and then 
jumping in to score, we appreciated your professional and encouraging approach. I was fortunate to 
experience this day as the team coach and commend the way that everyone listened to feedback and 
challenged themselves to improve throughout the day in an enthusiastic way. Despite not having a win on 
the score board, it was clear everyone enjoyed the day as much as I did and the opportunity to be active 
and have a break from the classroom with their peers. Thank you to Mrs Sarah Cook for coaching and co-
ordinating the team. 

GWR Cross Country in Warrnambool – Monday 30th May 

The following students qualified for the Greater Western Region 
Cross Country event held at the undulating grassed course at Deakin 
University, Warrnambool on Monday May 30th . 

Abbey Benson, Abbey Robbins, Tara Watts, Tabitha Perriss, Brodie 
Foster, Zac Stevens, Noah Bignell, Kayden Daffy and Bradey 
Fratantaro. 
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All students ran some amazing times and was great to see two of our students have 
now qualified for the School Sport Victoria State Cross Country Championships to be 
held in July in Melbourne. Well done to Abbey Benson (U17-20 female – 3 km) and 
Brodie Foster (U16 Male – 5 km) 

HSSSD Intermediate Boys Netball 

Looking forward to our next newsletter to be able to add a report about our new 
team of boys playing interschool netball. So good to be able to offer another sport to 
the students who don’t normally get a chance to play netball. 

Greater Western Region Badminton 

Looking forward again to our next newsletter to be able to add a report in about our new teams of Year 7 
and Year 8 students who have the opportunity of representing the school at Badminton to be played in 
Ballarat. So good to be able to offer another sport to the students who don’t normally get a chance to play 
Badminton. 

Victorian Police – Firearms Safety Course – Wednesday 15th June 

We are very lucky and fortunate that Gary Hayden from the Noorat Gun Club will be attending our school 
to run a Firearms Safety Course for the students who have nominated to complete. This will take place at 
the school on Wednesday 15th June. Please make sure that you have nominated to complete the course, 
your parent has consented and that you have also logged onto the Victorian Police Website and read the 
Rules for the Firearms Safety Course before the 15th of June. If you haven’t nominated and would like to 
attend the course, please speak to Belinda Savage. 

Art	Excursion	
	

Amanda	Camp	

On a crisp, sunny Autumn morning in May, CTS Art Elective 
students and other CTS art lovers boarded a charter bus to 
Melbourne for an art excursion, as part of the ACCA Go 
Program. This opportunity provides free transport to and from 
the gallery for school groups to actively engage with 
contemporary art. 

Our first stop on the journey was to the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA) in Southbank. 
ACCA is based on the European model of the kunsthalle or ‘exhibition hall’ and displays contemporary art 
by Australian and International artists. Here we went into ‘Meatus’, an exhibition by Australian artist and 
curator Frances Barrett. Pronounced ‘me-AY-tus’ which means an auditory passage leading to the interior 
of the body, the exhibition focuses on the sense of hearing through sonic compositions, soundwaves, 3D 
sound mapping and design. Plunged in deep red light we were immersed in this unique way of 
experiencing art. ACCA Education staff guided our group through the exhibition where we took time to 
stop, listen, think and create drawings in response to the artworks. 

After lunch, we embarked on a public art tour from ACCA to the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV), through 
the Arts Precinct, where students were able to see Melbourne University’s Arts, Theatre and Music 
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Faculties. The opportunity of future study or work here sparked the interest 
of some of the students in the group. The first public artwork we viewed was 
‘The Vault’ by Ron Robertson-Swann near the ACCA forecourt. Here we 
learnt about the history of this polarising sculpture, discussed the nature of 
public space, public opinion and the global Black Lives Matter movement and 
how it has made us reconsider the relevance of our own public artworks and 
statues. 

Moving on to Buxton Contemporary, we viewed a video work on the Buxton Big Screen by artist Angela 
TiaTia titled ‘Holding On’. The video depicts the artist lying on a slab of rock in Tuvalu, slowly being 
engulfed by the water lapping at her body. A sobering statement by the artist on climate change and the 
Tuvalu Islands which are now just two metres above sea level. 

Our third and final stop on the public art tour was to look (and touch) the 
‘Water Wall’ on the glass facade of the NGV as well as a quick look at 
‘Queer: Stories from the NGV Collection’, an exhibition of 400 objects and 
artworks that examine the queer stories that art can tell. The exhibition 
spans historical eras and diverse media including painting, drawing, 
photography and fashion. A highlight for me was the ‘‘Sound Suit’ by 
performance artist Nick Cave, a fitting bookend to the immersive sound 
exhibition at ACCA that brought us to Melbourne. 

Any CTS students who are interested in our next cultural trip to Melbourne in September are encouraged 
to have a chat with Ms Camp at school. 

Cows	Create	Careers		
 

Noel	McKay	

Year 11 VCAL Personal Development Class 

Well, it has been great few weeks in Senior VCAL as 
we embarked on the Calf Rearing Program and the 
students have been fantastic in their approach. We 
were fortunate enough to acquire T1 and T2 (a couple 
of beautiful calves) and the students have spent weeks 
feeding, measuring and as a result completing written 
modules on the project. 

As part of the assignment the students needed to examine aspects such as 
Farm Safety, Roles in the Dairy Industry, Managing the Environment, 
Technological Developments and Marketing. The Year 12 VCAL Class also 
produced this Creative Photo of the calves. 

Our appreciation must go to Narelle Holliday for her vision in setting up the 
project and magnificent attention to detail in making sure it went smoothly, 
and to Jarrod, Lauren and Seth Meade for generously providing the all-important calves. We must also 
acknowledge our guest speaker Andrea Roberts for her insightful presentation and hopefully motivating 
the students to get involved in the dairy industry. 
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Wellbeing	Team	
	

Melissa	Benson	&	Rachel	Walz	
 
The wellbeing team continues to provide support to all students. Support is available Monday to Friday from 
a well-established team. 
 
Wellbeing Coordinator and Counsellor: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and fortnightly Thursdays. 
 
School Nurse: Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
Mental Health Practitioner: Wednesday. 
 
Student Mentors and Teaching Staff. 
 
Breakfast Club continues to run each Wednesday and Thursday. Cheese toasties, toasty scrolls, fresh fruit, 
snacks, muesli bars, milk and yoghurt are all on offer. Students also have access to Muesli, Weetbix, oats, 
cereals, spaghetti and Baked beans. Breakfast is such an important meal of the day to make sure our students 
are able to concentrate and learn in class. 
 
The National Reconciliation Week 2022 theme, “Be Brave. Make Change” is a challenge to all Australians— 
individuals, families, communities, organisations and government—to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished 
business of reconciliation so we can Make Change for the benefit of all Australians. 
 
Last year Reconciliation Australia encouraged all Australians to take action; not just in National Reconciliation 
Week but every week of the year. At CTS we are using Reconciliation week as a reminder to learn about our 
shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving 
reconciliation in Australia. We pledge to continue this work throughout the year and into the future as we 
stand with our indigenous students and families to make a change in our community.  
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Contact your local G.P. or pharmacy to make an appointment for your free flu vaccine for yourself and your 
children. 
Victorians will be able to access free flu vaccinations for the month of June, the state government has 
announced. 
Key points: 
· Victorians aged over six-months-old can access to free flu jabs from June 1 

· Over 3000 GP clinics and pharmacies will have free jabs available 

· Flu cases have increased by over 30 per cent in the past week 

From June 1, all Victorians over six months of age will be able to get free flu vaccines at GP clinics and 
pharmacies. 
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