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COBDEN TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 
McKenzie Street, Cobden  3266 

 Ph: 5595 1202 
cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Be sure to check out the website for our school 
https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/ 

 

Term 1 Week 5 March 2023 
 

We are committed to find and celebrate 
successful outcomes for students, whether that 

is in the pursuit of high-level academic 
achievement, or the development of specific 

vocational skills.  
The values we strive to develop and promote 

through our interactions with students, parents 
and other members of our community are 

Honesty, Excellence, Accountability, Respect and 
Trust - HEART 
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In the spirit of reconciliation, Cobden Technical School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this 
country the Djargurd Wurrung and Kirrae Whurrung peoples of the Eastern Maar nation. We pay our 

deepest respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, the tradition, the 
culture and identity of the Indigenous peoples of Australia. 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 

Rohan Keert  
 

Whole School Athletics Carnival – This morning I had the pleasure of attending House assemblies for 
Glenfyne GOLD, Shenfield BLUE, and Tandarook RED. Students in all three houses listened to motivational 
speeches from their House Captains in preparation for the CTS athletics carnival to be held at the Cobden 
Recreational Reserve on Tuesday 7th March. It was great to hear our senior students encouraging our newest 
students to have a go and do their best. Tandarook have not won the athletics carnival for 10 years and are 
hungry to knock off Glenfyne who were back-to-back winners in 2021 & 2022. Shenfield were the 2020 
champions. The seven-day weather forecast is looking promising. We encourage families to come along and 
show their support. 
 

School Council Vacancies 2023  
Nominations for the following categories are now open until Monday 06/03/2023 for the 
2023 CTS School Council: 
 • Parent Member: 5 vacancies 
 • School Employee: 4 vacancies 
 

Nomination forms have been emailed to all families via Compass or can be collected from the front office. 
Please contact the school and ask to speak to me if you would like more information about joining our school 
council in the parent member category. 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Jedda Couch (President) Michelle De Bie (Vice President) 
Anita La Franchi     Rebecca Perriss    Mardi Foster 

 
 

mailto:cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/
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New staff and staffing changes - Adam Beveridge has commenced teaching in English. Adam has been a 
longstanding casual relief teacher with us and we’re very pleased to have him on our staff.  Jenni Wason has 
started in Administration.  We’re very pleased to have Jenni on board. New Automotive teacher Darren 
Russell has commenced as part of the Trade Training Cluster.  This has been an excellent outcome after an 
extensive search to fill this position.  We have increased hours for Education Support in the classroom this 
year. Both Kerri Blain and Kathryn Farmer have increased their time fraction to support student learning.  
Amanda Camp has been appointed ongoing in Arts/English. 
 

Key elements of a whole-school approach to attendance: 

• It is important for students to establish positive attendance patterns from the start of the school 
year. 

• Our school will actively encourage and monitor student attendance from the first day of Term 1, 
2023. 

• Regular attendance is essential to support every child’s learning, wellbeing and safety. Every school 
staff member can play a positive role in encouraging and supporting all students to attend school. 
 

In general, it is expected that principals would excuse absences for: 

• medical and dental appointments, where out of hours appointments are not possible or not 
appropriate; 

• bereavement or attendance at the funeral of a relative or friend of the student; 

• including a student required to attend Sorry Business; 

• school refusal, if a plan is in place with the parent to address causes; 

• cultural observance, if the parent notifies the school in advance; and 

• family holidays, where the parent notifies the school in advance and the student completes any 
Student Absence Learning Plan agreed by the school, student and parent. 
 

In general, principals would not be expected to excuse absences, where: 

• approval had not been sought in advance or in accordance with school policy; 

• the student was absent due to participating in leisure or social activities without approval; 

• the conditions of approval have not been met (for example, Student Absence Learning Plan for a 
family holiday not completed); and 

• the parent has provided no explanation for the absences. 
 

Buildings and grounds - We currently have contractors working at the school installing a 50-kilowatt solar 
power system as part of the State Government Greener Buildings program. We expect this to result in a 
significant reduction in our electricity bills. 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report  
 

Cass Crevola – Assistant Principal 
 

Budj Bim excursion 
Students will be heading to the World Heritage site next Thursday 9th March – we look forward to hearing 
about their experiences. 
 

Labour Day public holiday - Monday 13th March. We hope you all enjoy a lovely long weekend. 
 

NAPLAN commences on Wednesday 15th March. This has been brought forward to enable schools to work 
with the results earlier in the year to help us to gain the best understanding of students’ learning progress.  
 

School Photos take place on Friday 17th March. Information will be forwarded shortly to advise families how 
they can go about ordering photos online if they wish to do so. 
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Student free days – Students are not expected at school on Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd March. Staff 
will be undertaking training at school on these days. 
 

Open Night will be held this year during the evening of Monday 27th March. We’re looking forward to being 
able to conduct this event before daylight savings ends for the year! 
 

Year 8 Summit Camp will take place in the second half of Week 9.  

 

Senior Sub-School Report 
 

Sarah Cook – Senior Sub-School Leader 

It is always a proud moment when we see our CTS students achieve their goals and hearing them say that 
they are proud that they attended CTS and how it has helped them achieve these goals. 

We are currently planning for our 2023 open night and I would like to include an excerpt from 2022 
Presentation Day Speech from our last year’s highest achieving student and the recipient of the ADF Future 
Innovators Award and Deakin University Award.   

“I am very proud and fortunate that I was able to complete my education at CTS. I remember choosing CTS 
because of how friendly the entire staff was and the wide range of opportunities that were on offer”. 

Brodie also wanted to share the following 
message with students: 

“Next Year I’m hoping to be accepted into a 
course to study a Bachelor of Aviation and 
continue my career in the sky. To attain this, 
I have worked really hard to be organised 
and to make sure I have put everything into 
my studies to achieve these goals. It’s 
important to have dreams in life and it’s 
never too late to chase them, never be afraid 
to ask questions, seek feedback and put in 
that little bit of extra effort as it will really 
help you down the track.” 

I am so pleased to let you know that Brodie 
was accepted into Bachelor of Engineering in 
Aerospace (honours) at RMIT and in his 
words he put this at the top of his list for 
University offers but was not expecting to get 
in and so had told everyone he was hoping to 
get into Bachelor of Aviation, needless to say 
when he got in unexpectedly he accepted the higher offer without a second thought. 

As I write this today Brodie has just been to his first class, after getting to know his peers, he learned about 
his first semester project, which is designing and engineering an accessible low cost energy generation 
system for classrooms in isolated third world schools!  

Congratulations Brodie! 

This newsletter I just want to remind students that we are privileged to be at a school with so many 
opportunities and encourage all students to take on that challenge, push themselves a little bit harder, 
academically, socially, at sports events, when given leadership opportunities because you never know where 
it might lead you and this might be your success story we share in the future.  
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Junior Sub-School Report 
 

Jennifer McLennan – Junior Sub-School Leader 
 
Year Level Leaders: Congratulations to the following students who have been elected as Junior year level 
leaders: 
 

 Year 7: Enya Cole and Bayley Roach 
 Year 8: Broly Henderson and Ewen Robbins 
 Year 9: Alan Warden and Ryan Armistead 
 

These students will assist in the running of our sub-school assemblies, represent their peers in the SRC and 
represent our school at various school and community events.  
 
Personal planners/Uniform: Personal planners have been introduced 
and it is great to see so many students consistently use these.  In our 
mentor sessions, students are rewarded for bringing their planners and 
wearing full school uniform.  Using ‘Click cards’ similar to loyalty 
card/coffee cards, students gain a click for each day they bring their 
planner and wear full school uniform.  These click cards can then be 
redeemed for a variety of items, including chocolates, stationary, games, 
and vouchers. 
 
Attendance: Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students 
learn new things at school every day. Attending and participating in school will help your child develop: 
 

• important skills and knowledge to help them learn 
• social and emotional skills such as good communication, resilience and team work. 

 

Please let the school know as soon as possible and explain why your child can’t come to school. Follow up 
phone calls will be made to families where students have a number of unexplained absences. 
 
Personal Space: We have noticed some students have been engaging in play fighting and/or activities where 
other students’ personal space is being impacted. While the vast majority of these occasions are non-
malicious in nature, there are times when these occasions can result in injury or misunderstanding.  We 
would like to remind students that the best practice is to keep our hands to ourselves to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of all students in the yard.  
 
Camps: The year 8 are getting ready for their Summit camp, 
taking place later in March.  Parents, please make sure that you 
complete the Summit Portal consent, medical and dietary 
forms.  Contact Jen McLennan if you would like some 
assistance accessing these.  

Year 7 and 9 camps will take place in term 2, with the year 7’s 
heading to Torquay on the 3rd-5th May and 9’s heading to 
Melbourne on the 21st-24th June. More information on these 
camps will be sent out closer to the events.  
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Teaching & Learning Report 
 

Narelle Holliday (Leading Teacher) Sarah Cook (Acting Learning Specialist) 
 

Some Acronyms – VCE – Victorian Certificate of Education: 

• VM- Vocational Major 

• VPA – Victorian Pathway Certificates 

• ILP – Individual Learning Plans 

• MYLNS – Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy Supports 
 

This year sees the introduction of the new Senior Secondary Certificate with the key changes being the 
pathways now called VCE, VCE VM and VPC.  For us at CTS this hasn’t really affected our students as they 
already had access to VCE units if they were completing a VCAL pathway and the option of doing a VET.  
However, this year we have all of our Year 11 Students VCE and VCE VM (traditionally VCAL) completing a 
VET subject.  With some clever timetabling we have managed to minimise the disruptions to their other class 
and whilst most students take up a subject offered with the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster, we also 
have students attending South West TAFE in Warrnambool and a TAFE in Geelong studying courses such as 
Hospitality, Building and Construction, Automotive, Information Technology, Music, Electrotechnology, 
Animal Studies and Hair and Beauty.  It’s great to see the students take up this opportunity and we are proud 
that we have an equal number of VCE and VCE VM students at Year 11 this year.  
 

Across the various subject areas, teachers are working together to check that the 
student’s assessment schedules are being put onto Compass, which means parents and 
students can check in to see what work students have due in and when it is due or 
overdue.  Teachers have also been focusing upon supporting students to use their 
planners to be accountable and practice good organisation and time management skills.   
 

In VCE classes teachers are mapping new study designs and also ensuring that their assessments are put on 
Compass in this instance on the Compass VCE Calendar for all staff and students to see.  If students are 
absent for any assessment task, they require a medical certificate to enable them to sit the task as a scored 
assessment.  
 

In Maths students are completing their first learning cycle with involves pre and post testing to analyse 
student growth and staff are working with teachers in small groups at their point of need on their Individual 
Learning Plans (ILP).  In English students have completed the pre tests in Reading and Viewing and Writing 
as well as pre writing assessments to enable the teachers to work on the skills necessary, whilst they have 
also begun weekly sessions on their ILP’s. Both Literacy and Numeracy classes have tutoring and MYLNS 
systems in place to support the students that need it most, as identified by the data and teacher 
observations.  
 

To further support teachers to meet all student needs, Individual Learning Preferences have begun to be 
posted on student compass chronicles to allow staff, students and parents to access and proactively support 
student learning in the classroom.  
 

We have teachers attending PD to support students, this week some of the English staff are attending the 
SoundsWrite PD in Warrnambool, which is an area we identified as a need to improve our skills to support 
students in spelling, reading and writing. There is also a team of staff attending the Numeracy Professional 
Learning Community sessions to work together alongside other schools and facilitators to ensure we are 
improving outcomes in Numeracy whilst supporting staff and engaging students.  
 

Finally, we have also been busy preparing for NAPLAN which will happen at the earlier dates this year. This 
will allow us to have the results to improve student outcomes sooner.  Parent information has been sent 
home and students will complete these assessments online as scheduled.   
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Sports Report 
 

Belinda Savage – Sports Coordinator 

CTS Swimming Sports Carnival - Friday 10th February 

Under very sunny conditions, perfect for swimming sports, saw the Cobden Technical Swimming Sports held 
with Shenfield Blue runaway victors with 254 Points, followed by Glenfyne Gold second with 202 Points and 
Tandarook Red third with 176 points. 

Aged Champions were: -  

U13 Boys Cooper Daffy Shenfield Blue 

U13 Girls Chali Robbins Shenfield Blue 

U14 Boys Broly Henderson Glenfyne Gold 

U14 Girls Olivia Benson Glenfyne Gold 

U15 Boys Hayden Chamberlain Shenfield Blue  

U16 Boys Bodhi Crole Tandarook Red 

U16 Girls Tabitha Perriss Tandarook Red 

U17 Boys Jesse Wason Shenfield Blue 

U17 Girls Lillyanna Mahoney Tandarook Red 

U18-20 Boys Willoughby Perriss Tandarook Red 

U18 – 20 Girls Abbey Robbins Shenfield Blue 

Three records were broken on the day – congratulations to: - 

 Tabitha Perriss U16 girls new 100m Freestyle record with a time of 1:35.0 

 Jesse Wason U17 boys new 100m Freestyle record with a time of 1:11.80 – old record was 1:19.20 so a 

good swim and time by Jesse 

 Willoughby Perriss U18-20 boys new 100 m Freestyle record with a time of 1:19.63 beating his older 

brother Archimedes record from 2019 of 1:22.63. 

It was great to see the students participating in events and novelty events, and not to mention the best 
dressed house colour outfits.  Well done Seth Meade and Abbey Robbins on your best dressed house colours 
outfit.  And the following students received encouragement awards for all their participation or assistance 
on the day:- Bailey Clarke, Taylor Sanders, Lillyanna Mahoney,  Alanna Warden, Keegan Brandrup, Izaac Tate, 
Rhys Sargood, Xander Weel, Blake McGinty and Tara Watts. 

  

SHENFIELD BLUE 2023 
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Senior Boys Cricket (at Timboon) Monday 13th February 

Our senior boys cricket team came up against some very stiff opposition, but it was so good to see the team 
gel together, communicate and talk in the field even though not coming away with any wins, it was a great 
experience. A big thank you to Mr. Simmonds for coaching, umpire, team manager, bus driver and scorer on 
the day. 

 

 

Senior Boys Team: Bradey Fratantaro, Bodhi Crole, Darcy 
Benson, Nash Coverdale, Jayden Gass, Brodie Foster, Tom 
Hutton, Bailey Clarke, Jesse Wason, Keegan Brandrup and 
Kayden Daffy 

 

 

HSSSD Interschool Swimming (at Terang) Tuesday 21st February 

Congratulations to the following students who attended at Terang to compete in the HSSSD Interschool 
Swimming Sports.  A super effort by ALL, and a big thank you to the students who also swam out of their age 
group to form relay teams.   

GLENFYNE GOLD TANDAROOK RED SHENFIELD BLUE 

Nathan Patullock 
Xander Weel 
Broly Henderson 
Izaac Tate 
Jayden Gass 

Willoughby Perriss 
Nate Cook 
Tabitha Perriss 
Brodie Foster 
Will Krzyzanski 

Maddi Newell 
Hayden Chamberlain  
Chali Robbins  
Alanna Warden 
Cooper Daffy 
Jesse Wason  
Abbey Robbins 

Well done to Jesse Wason who has qualified to attend at the Greater Western Region 
Swimming Sports on Tuesday 14th March in Horsham in the U17 boys 100m Freestyle.  
Also congratulations to Jesse Wason who received the U17 boy aged Champion 
medallion at the HSSSD meet finishing the day with 2 x firsts, one second and two 
thirds plus Jesse also swam in the Medley and Freestyle relays.  
 

CTS Athletics Carnival – will take place on Tuesday 7th March 

The sports day will be held at the Cobden Recreation Reserve from 9 am.  Long Jump and Triple Jump events 
will take place at school on the week commencing February 27th. Bus travel will be the same as normal for 
all students, they will get off the bus at school and will then be transported to the oval by another bus and 
same in return at the end of the day.  The town students are to go straight to the oval. 

Students are encouraged to enter as many events as possible in their age group.  Students are also 
encouraged to come dressed in their house colours. Students’ need to be mindful that their clothing is still 
appropriate for sport and competing in events.  Students MUST wear sneakers/runners for all events. We 
also recommend that students bring their CTS School hat, sunscreen, and water.  A BBQ lunch will be 
available on the day. 

Students will not be permitted to leave the oval until 3pm on the day unless they have a parent present to 
accompany them.  In attempting to further enhance team spirit we are requesting that parents avoid taking 
students from the venue throughout the day or after their events until the final presentation has been 
completed. 
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Wellbeing 
 

Rachel Walz – Wellbeing coordinator 
 

In the week beginning the 13th March the school will be celebrating World Harmony Week. The goal of 
Harmony Week is to celebrate diversity and develop a greater understanding of the diversity in our 
community. This year’s theme is “We belong because…”. We’ll be making a poster of hands and statements 
about why we belong at Cobden Tech. 
 

Other activities to be held across the week include sharing a range of culturally diverse foods with the whole 
school at lunch time on Wednesday the 15th of March. The year eight food tech class will be preparing these 
and we are inviting families to come and join us prepare and share. Please call or email the school if you 
would like to help out from 11:15am. 
 

If you are unable to attend, feel free to send a recipe with your young person, to add to our Harmony Cook 
Book. Along with the recipe please include a brief note about the culture it represents and how that is part 
of your history. Whether that’s Aussie, Italian, Malay, Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander or a couple of them 
mixed we’re excited to see how diverse we are. We will need your recipes by the 8th March. 
 

The lighthouse theatre has the Multicultural Gala Visiting during Harmony Week for a stand up comedy 
show.  For Tickets scan the QR code below: 
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Calendar 2023 

  
 

TERM 1 2023 

WEEK 6 DATE EVENT 

Tuesday March 7 • CTS Athletics 

Thursday March 9 • Budj Bim World Heritage site visit 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 

Monday March 13 • Labour Day Public Holiday - PUPIL FREE DAY 

Monday March 13 • World Harmony week 

Tuesday  March 14 • GWR Swimming Sports (Horsham) 

Wednesday March 15 • All school lunch to celebrate World Harmony week 

Wednesday March 15 • NAPLAN commences 

Friday March 17 • School Photos 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Monday  March 20 • School Council 

Tuesday March 21 • Berry Street Training – PUPIL FREE DAY 

Wednesday March 22 • Berry Street Training – PUPIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Monday March 27 • HSSSD Interschool Athletics (Camperdown) 

Monday March 27 • CTS OPEN NIGHT 

Wednesday March 29 • Year 8 Summit Camp (29-31/3/23) 

Thursday March 30 • GWR Lawn Bowls (at Ararat) 

Friday March 31 • SSV Swimming (Melbourne) 

WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 

Wednesday April 5 • World Physical Activity Day (lunchtime activities) 

Thursday April 6 • ANZAC Commemoration Service – Community Event 

11:30am – 12noon (Cobden Cemetery) 

Thursday April 6 • End of Term 1 - EARLY FINISH 2:25PM 

Friday April 7 • Good Friday – Public Holiday - PUPIL FREE DAY 

TERM 2 2023 

WEEK 1 DATE EVENT 

Monday April 24 • Staff Professional Development Day - PUPIL FREE DAY 

Tuesday April 25 • ANZAC Day - PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday April 28 • CTS Cross Country 
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Community News 
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The Cobden Technical 

School community would 

like to say a huge 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to our former student, 

Zach Merrett, for his 

selection as Essendon’s 

41st Captain. 
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