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COBDEN TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 
 Be sure to check out the website for our school 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/ 
 

Term 1 Week 6 March 2024 
 

We are committed to find and celebrate 
successful outcomes for students, whether that 

is in the pursuit of high-level academic 
achievement, or the development of specific 

vocational skills.  
The values we strive to develop and promote 

through our interactions with students, parents 
and other members of our community are 

Honesty, Excellence, Accountability, Respect and 
Teamwork - HEART 
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In the spirit of reconciliation, Cobden Technical School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this country the Djargurd 

Wurrung and Kirrae Whurrung peoples of the Eastern Maar nation. We pay our deepest respects to the Elders past, present and 
emerging, for they hold the memories, the tradition, the culture and identity of the Indigenous peoples of Australia. 

 

Principal’s Desk 
 
Rohan Keert – Principal 

After more than a decade as Principal of Cobden Technical School, it’s time for me to move on. I have been 
appointed as Director to lead the new Warrnambool Tech School. I will be leaving Cobden Tech to take up 
the new role in the middle of Term 2 this year. 

I have always said it is a privilege to lead a school that belongs to the local 
community. To be the responsible custodian until the next leader takes over. 
I will miss the everyday interactions with students, staff, volunteers, parents, 
and the Cobden community. 

There have been several highlights over the past 10 years that make me proud 
to belong to the Cobden Tech community. These include the establishment of 
the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster, the 50th Anniversary celebrations, 
and the way our school adapted to the relocation to Camperdown College 
during the St Patrick’s Day fires. 

However, it is the small, everyday interactions with students that I will miss the most. Like the Year 7 boys 
at the CTS Athletics carnival this week that said to me, “We love Cobden Tech. It’s way better than primary 
school. We get to do so many different things.” 

  

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Jedda Couch (President) Liz Roberts (Vice President) 
Anita La Franchi     Rebecca Armistead    Mardi Foster     Lillyanna Mahoney 

 
 

McKenzie Street, Cobden  Vic  3266 
P ⬧ 5595 1202 
E ⬧ cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au 

 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/
mailto:cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au
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The Department of Education will conduct an EOI process to appoint an Acting Principal for the remainder 
of 2024. The process to recruit the next ongoing Cobden Technical School Principal will occur in the second 
half of the year. It is anticipated that my replacement will commence at the beginning of the 2025 school 
year. 

My new role is to establish and lead a new Tech School in Warrnambool. It will be a hi-tech STEM (science, 
technology, engineering & mathematics) centre of excellence. 

Warrnambool Tech School will be housed within the South West TAFE campus site and engage secondary 
students from government and non-government schools across the three local government areas of 
Corangamite, Moyne, and Warrnambool in single or multi-day programs linked to the curriculum at their 
home school. 

All programs and bus transport will be provided entirely free of charge for schools and students. 

The new Centre will connect schools and industry in contemporary learning programs that challenge 
students to solve problems in a real-world context - bridging the gap between emerging industries and future 
innovators. 

Warrnambool Tech School will be designed to elicit an immediate positive reaction from students and 
visitors (the wow factor), providing energised, green, and hi-tech architecture commensurate with the 
cutting-edge nature of the experience provided within. 

Learning spaces will be designed to support the learning programs on offer, providing a variety of spaces for 
different activities, including the regular use of hi-tech equipment chosen to support the learning programs 
including 3D printing, robotics, coding, and other emerging trends. 

It is anticipated that the Warrnambool Tech School will be opened and operating by Term 3, 2026. 

 
Assistant Principal Report 
 
Sarah Cook – Assistant Principal 

One of the most enjoyable aspects of my job is being able to work with students and their families to 
celebrate their achievements. Two weeks ago, I was fortunate to accompany students to the HSSSD 
Interschool Swimming. I was very proud of our students who assisted with running events during the day, 
encouraged each other and put their hand up to swim in the relay and team events demonstrating great 
sportsmanship and community spirit. These are our Community values that demonstrate the Teamwork 
aspect of our HEART values. 

In a similar fashion, it was wonderful to have Year 7 and 8 parents attend an 
afternoon tea this week to celebrate the start of the school year and meet some 
key staff. We all enjoyed some delicious food cooked by our students and then 
met Simon Dewar from Real Schools who discussed the importance of building 
positive relationships with young people and how the school and families can 
work together. We thank those that attended, and due to its success and positive 
feedback we are looking to run a similar session for Year 9/10 students and 
families in Term 2, so keep an eye out for this. 

Our staff have been busy implementing our School Wide Positive Behaviour 
Support Systems (SWPBS) and you will see students are getting many Heart Values ‘green’ merit points on 
Compass rewarding their behaviours. The student leadership are discussing with students how we will be 
rewarding students with ideas such as Taco Tuesday being mentioned as well as items including drink bottles 
with logos. If you have any creative ideas we would love to hear about them. 
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It has been a super busy term and this week was no exception. Staff attended a Numeracy Community of 
Practice day in Dunkeld to support our work improving Numeracy.  We also welcomed Cobden Primary 
School and Simpson Primary School students on site for our first Come and Try Day which will lead into our 
Open Night on Monday 18th March. Students enjoyed some cooking with Mrs McLennan and some fun 
activities with Mr Simmonds. 

Next week we have a performance ‘Backflips Against Bullying’ which our Year 
7/8 students will attend, NAPLAN begins and School Photos will also take place. 
Please ensure that students are in full school uniform including all black shoes 
and plain black or white socks (the green CTS sports polo is a permitted item) 
We will provide uniform items to students to wear if necessary. More 
information will be provided to families about photos and the ordering process. 

Progress reports will be published by the end of Week 7 and this will provide feedback to support our 
Parents Student Teacher Conferences Wednesday 27th March in Week 9. Families will be notified when 
reports are published and interview times are open to book on Compass. Finally, we finish the term on 
Thursday 28th March at 2:25pm which will be an out of uniform day ran by our SRC with some other fun 
activities planned, more information to be provided! 

Thank you to all families who have supported us so far. Please reach out at any time if we can be of assistance 
and enjoy the long weekend ahead. 

 

Senior Sub-School Report 
 

Jason Beveridge – Senior Sub School leader 

It has been a busy start to the year as our senior students settle into either Year 11 or Year 12.  We have had 
the school’s swimming and athletics carnivals, meanwhile students (and teachers) have been trying to settle 
into their new classes.  Students are recognising the time required to commit to their studies and 
determining how they will balance this with part-time work, sporting and social commitments. 

Our Vocational Major students have been busy seeking and organising their work placements.  These 
placements are an integral part of the Vocational Major program and provide students with an excellent 
introduction to working life.  The experience they gain during their placement often has a direct impact on 
their future employment prospects.  Students needed to complete two OH&S modules before entering the 
workplace. 

Meanwhile, our students in the VCE stream recently participated in a workshop focused on improving study 
skills.  Delivered by Deakin University, the workshop helped students to understand what approach to study 
will suit them and consider how they can get the most out of their final years of secondary school. 

In the interest of further assisting our students to improve their work readiness, we have provided students 
with expression of interest applications regarding the Year 11 Work Experience camp to Melbourne.  This 
camp provides a great opportunity for students to develop further understanding of the workforce and to 
gain confidence in navigating the Melbourne public transport.  

The school planners are currently a tool we are using to support students to be independent and organised. 
Students are required to bring them to their morning mentor and each session throughout the day as well 
as their pencil case. There may be times students don’t ‘use’ these tools but the practice of being responsible 
for their belongings and organised creates important habits. 

As they enter the final years of school some of our students obtain their licence, it is important that all 
students who wish to drive to school do so within the terms of our school policies.  Students who wish to 
drive to school should see Mr Beveridge or Mrs Cook to discuss our expectations. 

My thanks to everyone for a great start to the year.  Keep up the good work.    
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Junior Sub-School Report 
 

Jen McLennan - Junior Sub-School Leader 
 

A great turn out to our afternoon tea and information session on Monday the 
4th March. Thank you to the parents and carers who came along. Simon Dewar 
from Real Schools shared how Cobden Technical School is using restorative 
practices to improve student behaviour at school and gave tips on how 
affective  language and conversations focusing on past, present and future 
can also be used at home with our young people. The Year 7 students 
successfully catered for the event, and left many staff, students and parents 
impressed with their cooking abilities. 

We were very proud of the Year 7 and 8 students during the athletics. In extreme heat, students still tried 
their best and had a great day. We also had a few records broken by students, well done! It was also pleasing 
to see that students listened to sun smart messages, there was very little sunburn to be seen the next day. 

NAPLAN starts next week. As always, it’s important to remember that this is just one way students are 
assessed, and is no way a complete picture of your child’s strengths. Some words of encouragement for the 
students completing NAPLAN this year: 

1. This result does not define you 

2. Try not to stress. Being relaxed will help you perform better  

3. Your best is all is that is required 

4. We’ll still be there to support you even if you don’t perform well 

We wish you all a lovely long weekend and that you all take the opportunity to rest and recharge. 

 
Careers Report 
 

Jason Beveridge – Careers Coordinator 

The new year sees the start of another cycle again of preparing to support those students who will transition 
to education or employment, of providing opportunities for the exploration of career options and supporting 
students to gain valuable work experience.  To that end we have been in discussions again with Deakin 
University to deliver a range of programs to our students in 2024.  Our Year 11 and 12 VCE students have 
already participated in a very successful pathways and study skills workshop, delivered by Deakin University 
on site at Cobden Technical School.  Students were engaged by the program and learnt a great deal about 
their individual study preferences and many tips for improving their study performance. We have 
negotiated, further, that Deakin University will provide our Year 12’s with SEA’s and VTAC application 
support in August, Year 10’s will visit Deakin University in June for a University immersion day and Year 9’s 
will participate in a program across three days that will help them prepare for the future by focusing on the 
development of employability skills and considering career pathways. 

Discussions are also well underway with the Neil Porter Legacy to plan potential program delivery for the 
year.  The Neil Porter Legacy has appointed a staff member two days a week who will be responsible for the 
delivery of support services in the Corangamite Shire.  Initial discussions suggest that we will be able to 
continue to access many of the programs delivered by the Neil Porter Legacy over the last two years and 
that there is opportunity for the development of new programs tailored specifically to our needs.  There will 
be a follow up meeting on the 13/3 to confirm program calendar for the year. 
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Morrisby testing dates have been negotiated and testing of our Year 9’s has been set for the month of May.  
Morrisby have providing some online training videos that should help us in ensuring that the delivery of the 
testing and interviews runs smoothly.  Students will be presented with an information session before 
detailed information packages that include consent forms go out to parents later this term. 

Planning is well underway for the Year 11 work experience camp.  Students have been given expression of 
interest forms and early indications suggest that we can look forward to enjoying a week in Melbourne with 
our Year 11 cohort exploring the world of work and familiarising ourselves with the Melbourne public 
transport system. 

It is important that our senior students are given a lot of support at this time of year.  To this end, we have 
been busily helping Year 11 and 12 VCE-VM students find and confirm their work placements for the year.  
Almost all students have settled well into starting their work placements.  Approximately 75% of Year 11 and 
Year 12 students have completed Career Action Plans that will inform our pathway planning for each student 
as they move forward. 

 
CTS Parents Committee 
 
 

The CTS Parents Committee would like to invite new members to join.  Our 
committee is open to all – whether you’re a parent, guardian, grandparent, aunt, 
uncle or a valued member of the community, we welcome your participation.  

The Parents Committee plays an important role in helping shape the experiences of 
our students by organising various activities and fundraisers throughout the year. 
Currently we are coordinating the Easter Raffle, a fundraising event that the whole 
school enjoys and participates in. 

Meetings are held once or twice a term, depending on the fundraising and initiatives planned. It’s a fantastic 
opportunity to connect with other members of the community, share ideas and contribute to the school and 
to the student’s environment. 

Please email or ring the school and leave your name. 
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Sports Report 
 
Belinda Savage – Sports Co-ordinator 
 
IMPORTANT 2024 DATES TO NOTE – TERM 1 
 

Monday 25th March   HSSSD Interschool Athletics (at Camperdown) 
Tuesday 26th March   GWR Lawn Bowls (at Ararat) 
 
HSSSD Interschool Swimming (at Terang) Friday 23rd February 
 

Congratulations to all of our students who attended at the HSSSD Interschool Swimming Sport at Terang on 
Friday 23rd February: 
 

Sophie Mahoney Chali Robbins Tabitha Perriss Seth Meade 
Lillyanna Mahoney Nate La Franchi Ethan Duynhoven Nathan Patullock 
Xander Weel Cooper Daffy Ryan Furney Bailey Clarke 
Riley Chamberlain Brodie Foster   
 
All students performed extremely well, some of our results: 
 

➢ Ryan Furney U16 - 2nd – Backstroke, 3rd Freestyle, 3rd Butterfly 

➢ Tabitha Perriss U17 - 2nd 100m Freestyle, 4th Freestyle, 3rd Butterfly 

➢ Chali Robbins U14 – 3rd Backstroke 4th Breaststroke, 5th Freestyle 

➢ Nathan Patullock U14 - 3rd Breaststroke, 4th Freestyle. 

➢ Cooper Daffy U14 – 2nd Freestyle, 5th Breaststroke 

➢ Brodie Foster U18-20 – 2nd Freestyle 
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CTS Athletics Sports Day - Tuesday 5th March 
 

On a perfect sunny very warm Autumn day the CTS Athletics Sports day was held at the Cobden Recreation 
Reserve.  It was so good to see so much colour, lots of families and the students participating in many events. 
Well done to all of our students who braved the heat to give their best.  Congratulations to all of our aged 
champions for 2024: 
 

U13 Girls U13 Boys 

Chloe Marquez  Tandarook Red Harry Roberts Glenfyne Gold 

U14 Girls U14 Boys 

Alanna Warden Shenfield Blue Rhys Sargood Glenfyne Gold 

U15 Girls U15 Boys 

Olivia Benson Glenfyne Gold Felix Nguena Nguena Glenfyne Gold 

U16 Girls U16 Boys 

Zoe Buck Tandarook Red Zac Stevens Glenfyne Gold 

U17 Girls U17 Boys 

Tabitha Perriss Tandarook Red Kayden Daffy Shenfield Blue 

U18-20 Girls U18-20 Boys 

Caitlyn Sargood Glenfyne Gold Jayden Gass Glenfyne Gold 

 
Congratulations to Glenfyne Gold for taking out the Athletics Shield for 2024 (now four years in a row) 
 

 Glenfyne Gold  687.47 

 Tandarook Red  504.21 

 Shenfield Blue  498.32 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five new records were obtained, congratulations and well done to: 
 

➢ Rhys Sargood broke two records that had been standing since 1998 in the U14 boys High Jump and Long 

Jump  
➢ Jayden Gass broke a record held by Gary Rohan from 2009 in the U18-20 boys High Jump 

➢ Harry Roberts broke the 2023 record set by Rhys Sargood in the U13 Long Jump 

➢ Taliyah Bishop broke a record held for ten years in the U15 girls 800m  
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A big thank you to the staff, parents, students who facilitated the events, helped in the canteen, ran score 

sheets and added to making our day successful. The students who have qualified to now attend at the HSSSD 

Interschool Athletics in Camperdown on Monday 25th March will receive their consent note next week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GWR Lawn Bowls to be played at Ararat Tuesday 26th March. 
 

If you are interested in playing in the CTS Lawn Bowls Team (seniors/intermediate/junior) please put your 
name down with Belinda Savage. 
 
Local Sporting Achievement 
 

Congratulations to many of our students who have been achieving great results and excelling at their local 
sport: 
 

Congratulations to Adam Jopling for winning the B Grade section of the Timboon and District Association 
Andrew Finch Memorial Cup Tournament, recently played at the Warrnambool Lawn Tennis Courts. Adam 
played four sets and was the winner with the most accumulative games won overall in B Grade.  Well done 
Adam. 

Congratulations to Bradey Fratantaro, Bailey Clarke and Xander Weel playing for the Cobden Knights U16 
cricket team winning their grand final against Bookar.   

Congratulations to Bradey Fratantaro for being a member of the winning Pomborneit U17 boys cricket team 
who recently won their grand final in the Colac Cricket League. 

Congratulations to Nathan Patullock and Nate La Franchi for playing and winning the grand final for the 
Cobden Cricket Club U13’s – being Premiers and Champions was a great achievement. 

Also, a great achievement note, Ingrid Bellman was coach of the Cobden Cricket Club U17 girls’ team which 
consisted of our students Zoe Buck, Phoebe Harris and Akeisha Bishop.  The girls went through the season 
with 7 wins from 10 rounds, finishing on top of the ladder, also winning their semi final but due to scheduling 
issues the grand final was unable to be played. Well done to the girls for being minor premiers for season 
23/24. 

If your child has achieved or excelled at sport outside of school, please contact Belinda Savage we are more 
than happy to acknowledge our students’ achievements.   
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Wellbeing 
 

Liv Williams (Wellbeing Coordinator) 
 

Greetings, everyone! 
 

Time has swiftly passed, and we find ourselves reflecting on the bustling activities of the past six weeks at 
our school. It's been an exciting period, filled with events and accomplishments for our students. 
 

The recent Swimming Sports day was a remarkable success, marked by spirited competition and the 
engagement of all participants. Our Athletics Day this week was equally outstanding, with an abundance of 
sunblock, hydration, and a remarkable display of enthusiasm and support from students and caregivers 
throughout the oval. This active participation highlights the dedication of our students to both physical and 
mental wellbeing. 
 

As part of our ongoing commitment to holistic health, we are progressing through the Healthy Achievement 
Program. This initiative, endorsed by the Victorian Government, targets key Health Priority Areas such as 
safe environments, mental health and well-being, physical activity, sun protection, healthy eating, oral 
health, sexual health and well-being, and responsible habits related to smoking, vaping, alcohol and other 
drugs. It aligns with the World Health Organisation's model for Health Promoting Schools and Healthy 
Workplaces, aiming to create a healthier learning environment across the state. 
 

In the foreground of our school activities, our Breaky Club continues to thrive on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings, offering cut-up fruit during most lunchtimes. Seeing our students proudly donning their full school 
uniform is a testament to the collective efforts of students, parents/caregivers, and staff. 
 

For families in need, please be aware that we are here to assist. Our school has various resources available, 
and your inquiries can be addressed confidentially by contacting the front office. 
 

In addition, we have food hampers on standby for those requiring extra support. Please don't hesitate to 
reach out; your privacy is our priority. 
 

A friendly reminder to practice kindness, not only towards others but also towards yourself. Did you know 

that a simple smile can be considered a random act of kindness and is, indeed, contagious? ☺ 
 

Take a moment to bask in the sunshine, especially as we approach the upcoming long weekends. 
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Student Voice Committee Setup & Term 1 Events 
 

 
Last Wednesday, the SVC gathered to organise our committees and plan the exciting events for Term 1. 
The first highlight was the Senior Citizens Luncheon held on March 8th, which turned out to be a 
tremendous success. We're grateful to the dedicated efforts of the Year 7 and 9-10 food classes for 
preparing 40 delicious meals. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Out of Uniform Day and Easter Egg Hunt - March 28th 
Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 28th! The SVC is hosting an out-of-uniform day and an Easter egg 
hunt. In addition, student leaders in collaboration with PE staff, are organizing a house sport competition 
during lunchtime. Get ready for a day of fun and camaraderie! 
 
School Representation 
We are proud to announce that Lenny Dobbins and Ewen Robbins will be representing our school at the 
Progressing Cobden Meetings. Their first attendance this week allowed them to share valuable insights 
into the exciting developments and activities taking place at our school. 
 
Fundraising Success 
The SVC has been proactive in supporting our sponsored child, raising additional funds through the profit 
generated from the Swimming Sports and Athletics Day BBQ lunches. Special thanks to Marie Jopling and 
her dedicated team of helpers for organizing the BBQs on those days. 
We appreciate the ongoing support from our school community in making these events and initiatives a 
success. Stay tuned for more updates and ways to get involved! 
 

Curriculum Leaders Report 
 

 
Literacy Initiatives 
Our Literacy Community of Practice (CoP) has been diligently working towards achieving our AIP goal of 
improving writing results. To support this, the team is dedicated to assisting all staff in incorporating 
industry-specific vocabulary into their classes. During recent staff meetings, we embarked on classroom 
visits to document the specific vocabulary utilized in each class and strategize on effective methods for 
teaching these words to our students. 
 
Numeracy Advancements 
Simultaneously, the Numeracy CoP participants have taken an innovative approach to improving numeracy 
skills. Attending day 1 of the Wimmera Southwest Community of Practices, our team had the invaluable 
opportunity to learn from the expertise of Numeracy specialist Paul Swan. His insights into utilizing tactile 
devices for numeracy improvement are being integrated into our teaching practices, ensuring a dynamic 
and engaging learning environment for our students. 
 
NAPLAN Preparation 
As we gear up for the NAPLAN assessments starting next Wednesday, our students have been diligently 
preparing through practice tests conducted at school on Friday. To streamline communication, NAPLAN 
events have been set on Compass, providing students and parents with crucial information regarding these 
assessments. 
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Calendar 2024 
  

 

TERM 1 2024 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 

Monday 11 March ➢ Public Holiday 

Wednesday – 
Friday 

13 - 15 March ➢ Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN  

Thursday 14 March ➢ Backflips Against Bullying 

Friday 15 March ➢ School photo day 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Monday 18 March ➢ Open Night 
Register from 4:45pm in Johno’s Shed 
Tours 5:15pm & 6:15pm 
BBQ & Info at 5:45pm 

Come for the early tour at 5:15pm and stay for the BBQ and info 

session; or come for the BBQ and info session at 5:45 and stay 

for the second tour at 6:15pm 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Monday 25 March ➢ HSSSD Interschool Athletics 

Tuesday 26 March ➢ GWR Lawn Bowls 

Tuesday 26 March ➢ School Council meeting@ 5pm (new date) 

Wednesday 27 March ➢ Parent Student Teacher Conferences 

Thursday 28 March ➢ Final day of Term 2:25pm 
Out of uniform day – fun activities to be run by SVC 
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Community News 
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