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COBDEN TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 
 Be sure to check out the website for our school 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/ 
 

Term 1 Week 6 March 2025 
 

We are committed to find and celebrate 
successful outcomes for students, whether that 

is in the pursuit of high-level academic 
achievement, or the development of specific 

vocational skills.  
The values we strive to develop and promote 

through our interactions with students, parents 
and other members of our community are 

Honesty, Excellence, Accountability, Respect and 
Teamwork - HEART 
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In the spirit of reconciliation, Cobden Technical School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this country the Djargurd 

Wurrung and Kirrae Whurrung peoples of the Eastern Maar nation. We pay our deepest respects to the Elders past, present and 
emerging, for they hold the memories, the tradition, the culture and identity of the Indigenous peoples of Australia. 

 
Principal’s Desk 
 

Narelle Holliday – Principal 

Celebrating Success at Athletics & Glenfyne Gold! 
 

What a fantastic effort from our students at the recent athletics events! It was wonderful to see so many students 
participating, giving their best, and showing great sportsmanship. A special congratulations to Glenfyne for taking 
home the gold! Well done to all competitors, and a huge thank you to our staff for their organisation and support, as 
well as to the families who came along to cheer. Your involvement makes a real difference! 
 

Excitement Builds for Open Night – 18 March 
We’re looking forward to welcoming the families of prospective students to Open 
Night on Tuesday, 18 March. This is a great opportunity to showcase what makes 
Cobden Technical School special and we encourage students and families to spread 
the word. Event details are included in this newsletter.  
 

Facility Upgrades – Johno’s Shed & Portables 
It’s exciting to see Johno’s Shed renovation nearing completion, and we look forward 
to students making full use of the improved space soon. In addition, refurbishments 
of the portables are underway, ensuring that learning environments remain functional 
and inviting.  
 

Mobile Phones – A Reminder 
A quick reminder about student mobile phone use—as per the policy, phones must be 
securely locked in lockers during the school day. We appreciate the ongoing support 
from families in reinforcing this expectation and keeping the focus on learning. 

School Council Parent/Student Representatives: Jedda Couch (President) Mardi Foster (Vice President) 
Anita La Franchi     Rebecca Armistead    Fiona Dobbins    Amanda Weel 

 
 

McKenzie Street, Cobden  Vic  3266 
P ⬧ 5595 1202 
E ⬧ cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au 

 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/
mailto:cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au
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Uniform Standards – Thank You! 
A big thank you to students and families for the fantastic effort in maintaining high uniform standards this term. It’s 
great to see students wearing their uniforms with pride, contributing to a positive school culture. Please reach out if 
you are having trouble financially purchasing uniforms and equipment for your students, we are here to help.  
 

School Council Elections – Get Involved! 
School Council elections are coming up soon, and we welcome applications from parents and community members 
who would like to be involved in shaping the future direction of our school. If you are interested in joining School 
Council, or would like more information, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 

Student Voice Committee – We Need You! 
It has been disappointing to see that only four students attended the recent Student Voice 
Committee (SVC) meeting. This week, our food class prepared lunch for the Senior Citizens, 
raising funds for the committee to use on initiatives that directly benefit students. 
 

Additionally, the SVC has been allocated funding from the Active Schools Program, and I would love for students to 
have a say in how this money is spent. This is a great opportunity for student input into improving our school’s active 
spaces and activities. I encourage all students to get involved and make their voices heard! 

 

Assistant Principal Report 
 

Sarah Cook – Assistant Principal  

Ben Harkin, a motivational speaker, presented to all students in Week 4 and focused on ‘Opportunity’ and the 
message that any goal can be achieved if you have a plan. We are always planning, as a school, a range of opportunities 
to meet the diverse needs of our students socially, academically and physically. From sports to wellbeing events, lunch 
time activities to excursions. I would like to remind students that it up to them to take responsibility for taking on 
these opportunities and seek parent support to, in Ben’s words, ‘Encourage Courage.’ The recent athletic sports was 
a prime example of many students who stepped outside their comfort zone. For some it was being at school cheering 
on their friends, perhaps throwing a javelin for the first time, helping on an event or doing the event that no one else 
wanted to do. Congratulations!  
 

      
 

Next Friday 14th March our first Progress Reports will be available on Compass for parents. These reports will provide 
a snapshot of your child’s progress and staff will indicate whether students are working beyond, achieving, working 
towards or needs improvement in the following areas: 
•   Learning Growth: Academic progress 
•   Learning Effort and Attitude 
•   Ability to stay on task 
•   Regularly brings all equipment to class 
 

You should also see written feedback on students’ first Learning Task in each class. Please reach out to the class teacher 
if you have any questions about this. All Learning Tasks will be on the students end of the semester report, however, 
as tasks are completed the feedback will be live for parents and students to access. 
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Family Conferences are scheduled for the last week of term, Wednesday 2 April. The bookings for these will open next 
week. We encourage all families to book a time with each class teacher to discuss student’s progress and areas for 
improvement. If you require support to book the interviews you may contact the school. These interviews are again 
just to provide a brief opportunity for feedback and if you require a longer appointment to discuss major concerns 
please contact the school and we can organise this on an alternative date. 
 

Thank you to the many families who have reached out for support or ensured availability to come into the school and 
meet with staff to help us put into place supports necessary for successful outcomes for their children. If any 
circumstances change for your children that may affect their academic, social or wellbeing progress at school please 
don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Monday 31 March is school photo day. All students are required to wear full school uniform. The green polo or white 
polo is accepted or the CTS school dress and the green polar fleece jumper. Year 12 students are to wear their rugby 
jumper. Students will not be permitted to wear coats or jackets in their photo. As per the uniform policy students must 
wear all black pants or shorts and all black shoes. We will have a small amount of uniform that we will provide to 
students to wear for the photos if needed. If you need uniform, don't forget to please reach out as we can support 
this at any time of the year. If you have any questions about this please contact Sarah Cook, Assistant Principal.  

 

 
 

Junior Subschool Report 
 

Jen McLennan – Junior Subschool leader 

As we move through Term 1, I want to take a moment to acknowledge the enthusiasm and dedication of our junior 
students. It has been fantastic to see them settling into their learning, getting involved in school life and upholding our 
school values. 

A huge congratulations to all Year 7, 8, and 9 students who participated in both the Swimming Sports and Athletics 
Carnival. Your enthusiasm, teamwork, and respectful conduct throughout these events were outstanding. It was great 
to see so many students giving their best effort, supporting their peers and representing the school with pride. 
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Looking ahead, we have several exciting events coming up, including: 

• Year 7 Activity Day – a great opportunity for our newest students to connect with their peers and build 
friendships. 

• Year 7 Parent Afternoon Tea – a chance for families to meet staff and learn more about their child’s transition 
to secondary school. 

Later in the year, students will have the opportunity to attend some fantastic camps. In June, Year 7 and 8 students 
will head to Malmsbury for a three-day camp, where they will take part in outdoor activities and team-building 
exercises. Then, in November, Year 9 students will travel to Melbourne, immersing themselves in city life and new 
experiences. Already, there has been plenty of excitement and discussion about these upcoming adventures! 

Thank you for your ongoing support. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  

 
Senior Subschool Report 
 

Jason Beveridge – Senior Subschool leader 

As we pass the half-way mark of first term, students will start to find that their workload may have increased and that 
they have a number of assessments due. I cannot stress highly enough the importance of planning and consistent 
effort to ensure that students minimise their stress and maximise their results. Planning will ensure that students are 
able to utilise their time wisely, meet deadlines, and be prepared. Consistent effort will ensure that students are 
keeping on top of their work and not leaving assessment tasks to the last minute. Any students who are having 
difficulties meeting the requirements of their studies should see Mr Beveridge to discuss matters in which they can 
eliminate these difficulties. 

Students are reminded that, if they wish to undertake a job trial or a work placement, it is necessary that you complete 
and return appropriate paperwork BEFORE you undertake your placement. Without completing this form it is actually 
illegal for students to attend the workplace when they should be at school. Furthermore, students will not be covered 
by the Department of Education Insurance if injured at work. If you wish to go out into the workforce, please see Mr 
Beveridge so he can approve your placement and provide you with the necessary paperwork to be completed. 

Information will come out later next week regarding the Year 11 Work Experience 
camp to Melbourne and the Year 10 Work Experience. Students will be given hard 
copies of this information, and the documents will be uploaded to Compass. Please 
ensure that you discuss these programs with relevant students and allow us to start 
finalising plans for the rest of the year.  

Congratulations to those senior students who attended the CTS Athletics. Those who 
attended set great examples for the younger students. On a warm, sunny day, our 
senior students participated in most events and maintained positive attitudes 
throughout the day, well done. 

Students are reminded that being a senior student allows them a significant opportunity to mould the culture of our 
school. It is important that our students set a positive example at all time. Positive behaviours that our senior students 
should regularly demonstrate include: attending class on time with your materials, wearing full school uniform, 
treating staff and students with respect, following all reasonable instructions, highlighting inappropriate behaviour 
and maintaining clean and tidy spaces (especially the Year 12 room). Please ensure that our senior students show pride 
in their school and provide appropriate leadership for our younger students. 

I hope that the second part of the term goes well for everybody. 
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Careers 
 

Jason Beveridge – Careers Coordinator 

There are lots of opportunities presenting themselves for students in the careers domain over the next few months 
and I encourage students to take advantage of the options presented to them.  Students should consider if any of 
these exciting programs are of interest to them: 
 

Explore your future: exercise and sports science and physical education - Curious to learn what it’s really like to work 
and study in these fields? Students in years nine to 12 from regional and remote secondary schools are invited to join 
a 45-minute webinar on sport and exercise science and physical education. Presenters include sports industry 
professionals, educators and current students.  When: Thurs April 3 @ 6pm 
 

Spark Engineering Camp 
Spark is an annual residential camp held during the winter school holidays (7th-12th July) at The University of 
Melbourne that empowers students in years 10-12 to pursue STEM-related tertiary studies and careers. Selected 
students receive an all-inclusive scholarship covering food, travel, and accommodation. Camp is designed to foster 
STEM skills, personal growth, and exposure to university life. 
 

Air Force Indigenous Youth Program (IYP): Avalon A program designed specifically for students with an interest in the 
Air force (Indigenous students only) 
Details - Laverton, VIC - 28 March 2025 
 

A Day in the Navy – Guided Tours: HMAS Cerberus Guided tours designed specifically for students with an interest in 
the Navy 
Details - HMAS Cerberus, VIC - 7 April 2025 
 

Introduction to Navy: HMAS Cerberus A program designed specifically for students with an interest in the Navy. 
Details - HMAS Cerberus, VIC  29 April - 01 May 2025 
 

Army Trade Familiarisation (Engineering, Electrical and Health): Bandiana A program designed specifically for 
students with an interest in Engineering, Electrical Trades and Health careers the Army 
Details - Bandiana, VIC 20 May 2025 
 

Joint Military Police Unit Overview: Simpson Barracks Showcasing careers with the Joint Military Police Unit (Tri-
service) 
Details - Macleod, VIC - 14 May 2025 
 

 Immersion Week: Fishermans Bend Showcasing various STEM careers 
Details - Port Melbourne, VIC 30 June - 4 July 2025 
 

Introduction to Navy: HMAS Cerberus (Overnight Placement) A program designed specifically for students with an 
interest in the Navy. 
Details - HMAS Cerberus, VIC 28 July – 01 August 2025 
 

A Day in the Life of a Medic/Nurse: Bandiana A program focusing on the role of Medic/Nurse the Army 
Details - Bandiana, VIC, 29 October 2025 
 

STEM Immersion Week: Fishermans Bend Showcasing various STEM careers 
Details - Port Melbourne, VIC 24 - 28 November 2025  
 

Australian Army Band Melbourne: Simpson Barracks A program designed specifically for students with an interest in 
Musician roles in the Army 
Details - Melbourne, VIC Multiple opportunities throughout 2025 - to be negotiated 
 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please see Mr Beveridge to find out how to apply. 
 

Our Year 12 VCE students will visit the Tertiary Information Session on Thursday Mar 20th.  This will be a great 
opportunity to learn more about study opportunities available to them post secondary school.  
 

Please be sure to see Mr Beveridge if you have any questions about any of these programs or if you would like to 
discuss anything careers related. 

 
  



 

Cobden Technical School Cobden Technical School is a child safe school Page 6 

Senior Citizens Lunch 
 
 

This Thursday, a group of dedicated Year 9 and 10 Food Technology students had the wonderful opportunity serve a 
delicious meal for the Cobden Senior Citizens. Throughout the week, Year 9 and 10 students worked hard to prepare 
the meal, ensuring everything was ready for the event. Led by Mrs. McLennan and Kayla Horan, students travelled to 
the Senior Citizens Club to serve a hearty meal of shepherd’s pie with vegetables, followed by a tasty apple crumble for 
dessert. 

This event is always a fantastic way for our students to connect with the community, showcase their culinary skills and 
share the great work happening at Cobden Technical School. Well done to all involved! 
 

      

 
Annual privacy reminder for our school community 
 

 
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice. 
Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy, describes how we collect and use photographs, 
video and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can 
be provided and withdrawn.  
 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education 
safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing 
the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Google Workspace for 
Education, please contact the school. 

 
Parent visitors to school 
 

We ask that parents avoid arranging to visit their children at school wherever possible, as this can cause inappropriate 
disruptions to the school day. However, we understand that there may occasionally be a reason why a parent or carer 
may want to speak to or see their child at school, during school hours. We request that you please call the school 
administration office to arrange this and do not contact your child directly as students are not permitted to use their 
mobile devices during the school day.  
 

All parents or carers who visit our school during school hours, other than for the purposes of scheduled school pick 
ups and drop offs or for specific school events (eg parent teacher interviews, concerts, assemblies etc) are required to 
check in as a visitor at the administration office and if they are signing out their child (eg.  to attend an appointment 
during the day) they must do this in person at the administration office.    

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/source/CTS%20Information%20Manual%202024.pdf
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
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Sports Report 
 

Belinda Savage – Sports Co-ordinator 
 
Upcoming Events – Term 1 
Monday 24 March HSSSD Athletics (at Camperdown) 
Tuesday 25 March GWR Lawn Bowls (at Ararat) 
Wednesday 26 March GWR Swimming (at Horsham) 
Tuesday  1 Aprilt  CTS Cross Country (Session to be confirmed) 
Monday  28 April  HSSSD Girls Football and Boys Netball (at Camperdown) 
Wednesday 30 April  Colac Clay Target Shooting Comp (at Colac) 
 
 
HSSSD Cricket Seniors Boys/Girls (at Timboon) Tuesday 18 February 
Senior Team - Felix N, Bradey F, Bailey C, Noah B, Adam J, Phoebe H, Xander W, Zoe B, Kayden D and Brodey M. 
 

Our 10 CTS senior students headed to Timboon to play in the HSSSD Senior Cricket. We started our first match, despite 
some drizzly rain, versing Camperdown College. Winning the toss, we batted first posting a total of 80, with captain, 
Bradey F leading from the front making 42 runs. Our second innings saw Camperdown off to a great start with the bat, 
posting a comfortable 89. We had two wicket takers in Adam Jopling (1/8) and Noah Bignell (1/9). 
 

Our second match against Timboon P-12, we were sent in to bat, with Bradey F posting an unbeaten 32 and Bailey C 
scoring a quick 27, set us up to defend 86 off 16 overs. A strong Timboon batting side saw our bowlers in some trouble 
before Phoebe H came in to break the opening partnership (1/8) and our wicket keeper, Kayden D, in for a bowl, saw 
him take two wickets in the one over finishing with figures of 2/10. 
 

A wonderful day had by all, amazing participation, effort and sportsmanship to play two games back-to-back despite 
some rain to begin the day. 
 

 
 
HSSSD Interschool Swimming (at Terang) 
The HSSSD Interschool Swimming was held at the Terang Swimming Pool on Monday 24th February.  Well done to all 
our students who competed, some outstanding results: 
Tabitha P 2nd U18-20 Backstroke (1st in Heat), 6th 100 M Freestyle, 4th Freestyle, 3rd Butterfly. 
Ryan F   4th U17 Backstroke, 4th Breaststroke and 5th Freestyle. 
Riley Bs  6th U16 Freestyle, 5th Breaststroke and 5th Backstroke. 
 

Well, done to all our swimmers, especially those stepping out of their age group and competing in relay teams.  Thank 
you to Mrs Cook, Ingrid Bellman and Mr. Matthews for their assistance, and to the students for also helping with 
assisting with jobs on the day at the carnival. 
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GLENFYNE GOLD TANDAROOK RED SHENFIELD BLUE 

Katie H 
Ryan B 

Hunter W 
Harry R 
Ethan D 

Nathan P 
Xander W 

Broly H 
Ryan F 

Brax S 
Nate L 
Seth M 

Tabitha P 

Maddi N 
Chali R 
Lucas S 

Cooper D 
Riley B 

 

 

Wishing Katie H all the best competing at the Greater Western Region Swimming championships on Wednesday 26 
March at Horsham. 
 

               
 
CTS Athletics – Tuesday 4 March 
On a very warm Autumn day the CTS Athletics Sports was held at the Cobden Recreation Reserve.  It was so good to 
see so much colour, lots of families and the students participating in many events. Well done to all of our students 
who braved the heat to give their best.  Congratulations to all of our Aged Champions for 2025:  
U13 Girls Olivia B (Tandarook Red)   
U13 Boys Ryan B (Glenfyne Gold) 
U14 Girls Stephanie S (Shenfield Blue)    
U14 Boys Harry R (Glenfyne Gold) 
U15 Girls Chali R (Shenfield Blue)    
U15 Boys Rhys S & Xander W (Glenfyne Gold) 
U16 Girls Tayliah B (Shenfield Blue)   
U16 Boys Riley B (Shenfield Blue) 
U17 Girls Zoe B (Tandarook Red)    
U17 Boys Zac S (Glenfyne Gold) 
U18 – 20 Girls Tabitha P (Tandarook Red)   
U18 – 20 Boys  Bradey F (Glenfyne Gold) 
 
Congratulations to Glenfyne Gold for taking out the Athletics Shield for 2025 (now 
five years in a row) 
Glenfyne Gold  685.50 
Tandarook Red   590.13 
Shenfield Blue  557.38 
 
A big thank you to the staff, parents and students who facilitated the events, 
helped at the BBQ, ran score sheets and added to making our day successful. The 
students who have qualified to now attend at the HSSSD Interschool Athletics in 
Camperdown on Monday 24th March will receive their consent notes next week 
on C  
ompass. 
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GWR Lawn Bowls to be played at Ararat Tuesday 25 March 
If you are interested in playing in the CTS Lawn Bowls Team (Seniors/Intermediate/Junior) please put your name down 
with Belinda Savage. 
 

Local Sporting Achievement 
Congratulations to many of our students who have been achieving great results and excelling at their local sport: 

• Amazing effort and achievement by our Year 7 student Ryan B, not only playing in one grand final but three grand 

finals in the past month, and to win all three.  Ryan played for Cobden U13, Cobden/Mortlake U13 and Cobden 

U16 teams. We all know how hard it is to play team sport and even make it to a grand final let alone win three of 

them in the month, so well done Ryan and your team mates.  

• In the Cobden U13 grand final Nate L, Katie H and Lenny M also played for the Cobden U13 team and won.  

• Well done also to our Education Support Staff - Ingrid Bellman and Year 12 student Phoebe H who were recently 

named in the South West Cricket Association Womens team of the year.  Ingrid also won the Batting Award with 

an amazing average of 203 runs for the season. Phoebe H was also Runners-Ip in the Women’s Bowling Aggregate. 

If your child has achieved or excelled at sport outside of school, please contact Belinda Savage, we are more than 
happy to acknowledge our student’s achievements.    

CTS Athletics Sports 
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Wellbeing 
 

Kayla Horan (Wellbeing Coordinator) 

 
This week we held our Athletics Carnival. I want to commend all our students who participated in the events on the 
day and also acknowledge the students who came to support their houses and teammates.  We saw many students 
showing our school HEART values showing Respect and Teamwork by supporting other students to complete their 
events and showing the community that is within our school. Although the weather was warm, students attempted 
their events to the best of their abilities and this will see many of our students move on to the next level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 8th March is International Women’s Day, and we will be celebrating by discussing several influential women 
from history including Edith Cowan, Germaine Greer, Manta Cheng, Elizabeth Blackburn and Alyssa Azar who have all 
had various influence on womens’ history. As well as asking students to participate in telling us which women have 
inspired them or who they look up to.  

 

CARPARK REMINDER 

To our school community safety, 
 

SCHOOL BUSES ONLY may access the bus lane at Cobden Technical School between the hours of 
8.30am – 9.00am and 3.15pm -3.45pm. 
 

During these times vehicles may only enter and depart the school grounds via the McKenzie Street 
gate on the East side of the school. Vehicles are not permitted to overtake parked buses in the 
process of dropping or collecting students at the school. 
 

Please GIVE WAY to buses entering the driveway and provide them with plenty of room. 
We thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 
 

Student Contributions 
 

 

Thank you to all families who have paid their 2025 student contributions. 
If you are yet to pay, please check your Compass or contact the office on  5595 1202  

and we will forward your statement to you 
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Calendar 2025 

  

 

TERM 1 2025 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 

Monday 10 March ➢ Labour Day – Public Holiday – NO SCHOOL 

Tuesday 11 March ➢ School Council at 5:00pm 

Wed-Tues 12-25 March ➢ NAPLAN 

Friday 14 March ➢ Year 7 Activity Day (Port Fairy) Please note new date 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Monday 17 March ➢ Year 7 Parent & Student Welcome Afternoon Tea 

Tuesday 18 March ➢ CTS Open Night 
Tours at 5:15pm & 6:15pm 
BBQ & Information Session at 5:45pm 
Register from 4:45pm in Johno’s Shed (McKenzie Street entrance) 
▪ Come for the early tour at 5:15pm and stay for the BBQ and 

Information Session; or 
▪ Come for the BBQ and Information Session at 5:45pm and stay for 

the second tour at 6:15pm 

Thursday 20 March ➢ Senior VCE Tertiary Information Session Excursion 

Thursday 20 March ➢ Year 8 Humanities Field Trip (1:00-3:15pm) 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Monday 24 March ➢ HSSSD Interschool Athletics (at Camperdown) 

Tuesday 25 March ➢ GWR Lawn Bowls (at Ararat) 

Tuesday 25 March ➢ School Council at 5:00pm 

Wednesday 26 March ➢ GWR Swimming (at Horsham) 

Friday 28 March ➢ NGV Art Excursion 

WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 

Monday 31 March ➢ School Photos – full uniform required 

Tuesday 1 April ➢ CTS Cross Country 

Wednesday 2 April ➢ Family Conferences – PUPIL FREE DAY except to attend Conferences 

Thursday 3 April ➢ Year 7 & 8 Gymnastics (Warrnambool) 

Thursday 3 April ➢ Seniors Lunch 

Friday 4 April ➢ Last day of Term 1 @ 2:25pm 
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Community News 
  

 

 

 
 



 

Cobden Technical School Cobden Technical School is a child safe school Page 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Cobden Technical School Cobden Technical School is a child safe school Page 14 

 
 

    


