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COBDEN TECHNICAL 

SCHOOL 
 

Committed to Students, Committed to Success 
 Be sure to check out the website for our school 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/ 
 

Term 3 Week 6 August 2026 
 

We are committed to find and celebrate 
successful outcomes for students, whether that 

is in the pursuit of high-level academic 
achievement, or the development of specific 

vocational skills.  
The values we strive to develop and promote 

through our interactions with students, parents 
and other members of our community are 

Honesty, Excellence, Accountability, Respect and 
Teamwork - HEART 

 Inside this Issue 
Principal’s Desk ........................................................ 1 
Assistant Principal Report ....................................... 2 
Senior Subschool & Careers Report  ....................... 4 
Junior Subschool Report .......................................... 6 
VCE VM Report ........................................................ 5 
Sports Report ........................................................... 7 
SchoolTV .................................................................. 7 
Calendar ............................................................. 9 
Community News .................................................. 10 

 
 
 

In the spirit of reconciliation, Cobden Technical School acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of this country the Djargurd 
Wurrung and Kirrae Whurrung peoples of the Eastern Maar nation. We pay our deepest respects to the Elders past, present and 

emerging, for they hold the memories, the tradition, the culture and identity of the Indigenous peoples of Australia. 

 

 

Principal’s Desk 
 

Narelle Holliday – Principal 

It has been a busy and positive start to Semester 2, with plenty happening both in and out of the classroom. 

Our Year 9 NAPLAN results have now been released, and the leadership team is reviewing the data to identify our 
strengths and areas for continued improvement. Staff will use this information alongside classroom assessment data 
to help plan teaching and learning. A special congratulations to the five Year 9 students who achieved above 
expected growth from Year 7 to Year 9. This is a fantastic achievement and something these students should be very 
proud of. 

Work on our new building continues, and there will be another change to our school grounds during the upcoming 
holidays. Our current student toilets will be demolished, with temporary toilet facilities installed for Term 4 while 
this stage of the project is completed. 

We recently said goodbye to our Indonesian exchange 
students after a wonderful two weeks at Cobden Tech. Our 
visitors joined classes and experienced life with local host 
families, providing a fantastic cultural experience for everyone 
involved. A huge thank you to our host families and staff for 
making our visitors feel so welcome, and particularly to Liz 
Formby for the enormous amount of work, organisation and 
enthusiasm she put into making the exchange such a success. 

  

School Council Parents: Anita La Franchi   ⬧ Jenna Hanel   ⬧ Fiona Dobbins   ⬧ Amanda Weel   ⬧ Simone Hayes   ⬧ Greg Suter 

47 McKenzie Street, Cobden  Vic  3266 
P ⬧ 5595 1202 
E ⬧ cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au 

 

https://www.cobtech.vic.edu.au/
mailto:cobden.ts@education.vic.gov.au
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Last week, we welcomed back the Year 6 students enrolled at CTS for 2027 for 
another transition visit. Students participated in Humanities and Textiles, 
including making their own hacky sacks. It was lovely to have them back with us 
and see them becoming increasingly comfortable around the school. Enrolments 
for 2027 are now open, and we continue to welcome enquiries from families 
considering Cobden Tech at all year levels. 

Our Parent Opinion Survey also began this week and will remain open until the end of term. We encourage families 
who receive an invitation to take the time to complete the survey. Your feedback is important and helps us 
understand what we're doing well and where we can continue to improve. 

Finally, a big thank you to the Neil Porter Legacy for organising a fantastic Maths and Science at Work Day last 
Tuesday. We welcomed students from Timboon, Hampden, Camperdown and Terang, along with around 20 career 
representatives, who shared how maths and science are used in their everyday work. It was a great opportunity for 
students to see the real-world connections between what they learn at school and future careers. 

While this event was taking place, our Year 9 and 10 students headed to the Warrnambool Wildlife Encounters and 
enjoyed lunch in Warrnambool as part of our Science Week celebrations. 

There is certainly plenty happening at Cobden Tech, and it has been great to see our students getting involved in so 
many different opportunities. 

 

Assistant Principal Report 
 

Sarah Cook – Assistant Principal  

Celebrating the Positives at Cobden Technical School 
It has been wonderful to see so many positive things happening across Cobden Technical School. As we move through 
Term 3, there is a real sense of energy, connection and pride across our school community. I would like to take the 
opportunity to celebrate some of the many things our students, staff and families are achieving. 

Learning Beyond the Classroom 
One of the strengths of Cobden Technical School is the range of opportunities we provide for students to connect 
their learning with the real world. 

Our Year 7 and 8 students recently participated in our Maths and Science at Work Day 
held at CTS. Students had the opportunity to engage in hands-on workshops with local 
businesses. These experiences allow students to see how their classroom learning connects 
to future careers and pathways. It was wonderful to have other local schools students and 
staff and community representatives join us at CTS. 
Our Senior VM students have been involved in a community project where they have been 
volunteering each Tuesday afternoon with maintenance and grounds keeping of 
designated areas of the Cobden Golf Course. 

The Senior Citizens Lunch is a highlight twice each term with this month’s menu of apricot chicken a huge hit and 
many requests made for the recipe. 

A Strong Focus on Pathways 
At CTS, we want every student to leave us with a clear sense of where they are 
heading and the skills and confidence to take their next step. 

Whether a student's goal is an apprenticeship, further education, employment or 
a combination of academic and vocational learning, we are committed to helping 
students find a pathway that suits their individual strengths and aspirations. 

It was especially exciting to see former CTS students working on our new 
administration building alongside local employers. Seeing our graduates using the 
skills they developed at CTS in the local community is a wonderful reminder of the 
impact of authentic pathways and strong connections with local industry. It is 
fantastic to see our students successful in their chosen pathway that CTS has 
supported. 
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Welcoming Our Indonesian Visitors 
A particular highlight this term has been welcoming our Indonesian visitors to Cobden Technical School. 

We would like to sincerely thank the CTS families who have opened 
their homes and welcomed our Indonesian students, as well as the CTS 
students who have taken on the role of school buddies. Their 
generosity, enthusiasm and willingness to share their everyday 
experiences have helped make our visitors feel welcome and included. 

Our students have embraced the opportunity to develop new 
friendships, learn about another culture and practise their 
communication skills. These international connections provide valuable 
learning experiences that extend well beyond the classroom. 

Thank you to our families, students and staff for helping make this such a positive experience and for demonstrating 
the warmth and hospitality that is such an important part of our school community. A huge thankyou to Ms Formby 
for coordinating the program and the showcase event with the dinner and presentations at school. 

Wellbeing, Connection and Belonging 
Our wellbeing programs continue to provide students with opportunities to connect, build positive relationships and 
develop skills that support their wellbeing. 

This term, students have participated in a range of meaningful initiatives, including our Bullying No Way activities, 
Jeans for Genes Day, Lego Club, Teen Mental Health training delivered by our school nurse, WRAD and music 
therapy. We have many more to come including Wear it Purple, R u OK Day and Party Ready. 

These programs provide different ways for students to engage, connect and develop their understanding of 
wellbeing. Whether through creative activities, conversations about mental health, learning how to support 
themselves and others, or simply having a safe space to connect with peers, these opportunities contribute to a 
strong sense of belonging at CTS. 

A particular thank you to our amazing team of staff and the external professionals who collaborate to make these 
opportunities possible for our students. 

Family Conferences – Week 10 
As we approach the end of Term 3, we are looking forward to our 
Family Conferences on Wednesday, 16th September of Week 10. 

These conferences provide a valuable opportunity for families and 
teachers to connect, celebrate student progress and discuss the next 
steps for learning. We encourage families to take the opportunity to 
speak with their child's teachers about their achievements, areas for 
growth and goals for the remainder of the year.  

Strong partnerships between school and home make a significant difference to student success, and we look forward 
to welcoming families into the school for these important conversations. Bookings will be open next week and 
families will receive notification and information how to book. 

Be Proud 
There is a lot to be proud of at Cobden Technical School. From the classroom to the workshop, from workplace 
learning to welcoming international visitors, and from wellbeing initiatives to everyday acts of kindness, our students 
continue to show us what is possible when we work together. 
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Senior Subschool & Careers Report 
 

Jason Beveridge – Senior Subschool leader 
 

Coben Technical School was proud to host the annual Science and Maths at Work expo for 2026.  In celebration of 
National Science Week the Expo celebrates the role of Maths and Science in the workplace.  The Expo, originally the 
brain child of our very own Andrea Stoddart has since become a project facilitated by the Neil Porter Legacy in 
conjunction with the host school, has become an exciting component of the careers education calendar.  The event 
brings junior students from across the Corangamite region together to participate in workshops delivered by 
participants in a range of industries from across our region.  Organisations that participated in 2026 were Acciona, 
Ambulance Victoria, Amplitude, Corangamite CMA, Corangamite Shire Council, Halter, Parks Victoria, Ridley’s 
Agriproducts, RIST, Saputo, Southern Land Bovine Services, South West Academy of Sport, Victorian Police, Wannon 
Water, Westvic Dairies, and Warrnambool Hydraulics.  The event was made possible through funding provided by 
the Demo Dairy Foundation and Beach Energy.  Students from Camperdown College, Hampden P-12, Terang College, 
and Timboon P-12 joined Cobden Technical School students for the day, giving students the opportunity to mingle 
with others the same age from across the region.  Presenters on the day used a range of activities to introduce 
students to the nature of the work that they do with an emphasis on highlighting the relevance of maths and science 
in their workplace.  Students were seen to be engaged and interested throughout the day and learnt about the career 
opportunities in our region. Cobden Technical School students 
showed leadership and community spirit throughout the day, 
participating enthusiastically in the workshops and gladly 
supporting visitors to our school.  I congratulate and thank 
them for their enormous contribution to the success of the 
day. 

Whilst our Year 7 and 8 students were participating in the Maths & Science @ Work Expo, our Year 9 and 10 students 
celebrated Science week by attending Warrnambool Wildlife Encounters (formerly the Cudgee Wildlife Park).  
Students were informed of the role wildlife parks play in our conservation efforts, learnt detailed information about 
the animals contained within the park and were exposed to a variety of career opportunities that existed within such 
an industry.  Students were blessed by a sunny day and enjoyed their day out and the opportunity to learn more 
about the world around them in a different environment. 

              

Senior school students are quickly approaching the end of the year.  Many of our Year 12 students have already seen 
me and together we have begun the process of making VTAC applications to apply for entry to tertiary study in 2027.  
All students are reminded that these applications need to be made by the end of September in order to avoid a late 
fee.  Students are also reminded that they can change these applications after they have been entered so they do 
not need to feel that they are certain about their pathways for next year before they start the application.  The 
important thing is to get started and to get entered into the system before the end of September.  Students should 
see Mr Beveridge for assistance.   

Year 10 students have nominated their preferred pathways for 2027 and any interest in participating in VET studies.  
Over the next few weeks our possible subject offerings for 2027 will be determined and students will be able to begin 
to make their selections for 2027.  Students and parents are encouraged to meet with Mr Beveridge to discuss any 
elements of their pathway planning. 
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Whilst we are talking about 2027, it is worth noting that Federation University will have their open day in Ballarat on 
the 23rd August.  For a list of all open days visit https://vtac.edu.au/opendays. 
 

Institution Campuses Dates and times 

Australian Catholic University Ballarat Sunday 23 August 2026, 9:30am to 1:30pm (more info) 

Deakin College Melbourne Burwood Sunday 23 August 2026, 9am to 3pm (more info) 

Federation University 

Australia 

Mt Helen (Ballarat)* 

Camp Street SMB 

Sunday 23 August, 9:30am to 2pm (more info) 

La Trobe College Australia Bendigo Sunday 23 August 2026, 9am to 2pm (more info) 

LCI Melbourne Collingwood Saturday 29 August, 10am to 3pm (more info) 

Marcus Oldham College Waurn Ponds (Geelong) View recordings from 2026 Open Day (more info) 

Monash College Docklands Weekly campus tours available (more info) 

SAE University College MSAC (Melbourne 

United) 

Monday 24 August 2026, 7pm to 8pm (more info) 

Victoria University City Campus* 
Sunshine 

Sunday 30 August 2026, 10am to 3pm (more info) 
Thursday 22 October 2026, 4pm to 7pm (more info) 

Victorian Institute of 

Technology 

All campuses Personal tours can be arranged by appointment 

(more info) 

 

VCE VM News 
 

Stacey Podger – VCE VM & English Teacher 
 

Year 12 VCE VM Literacy students have kicked off a heartwarming new pen pal program with residents at 
CobdenHealth, connecting our students with members of the local community in a meaningful and 
personal way. 

Students recently sent off their first letters, sharing snippets of their own lives and asking residents 
questions to get to know them better. This week, the excitement continued as the very first return 
letters from residents arrived at school with students sitting down to write a return.  

The program is a wonderful way for students to practise and apply their literacy skills in an authentic, real-world 
context, while also building connections across generations. It's a lovely example of the community links that the VCE 
VM curriculum aims to foster, and we look forward to seeing these friendships grow as the letters continue to go 
back and forth throughout the term before the Year 12's finish up their schooling.  

A big thank you to CobdenHealth for partnering with us on this special initiative — we can't wait to see what our 
students learn from their new pen pals! 

In other VCE VM news, Year 12 Personal Development Skills (PDS) students have been getting out into the community 
this term, rolling up their sleeves to volunteer at the Cobden Golf Club. Students have been busy helping to clean up 
the greens, contributing their time and effort to support a well-loved local facility. 

Students will complete a number of visits to the Golf Club throughout the term as part of the community project. 
Alongside the hands-on volunteering, students will also take time to reflect on why supporting the wider community 
matters, considering the value of giving back and the positive impact volunteering can have both for the community 
and for themselves. 

It's a fantastic example of PDS students putting their 
learning into practice, building strong community 
connections while developing a genuine sense of civic 
responsibility. Well done to all students involved for 
representing CTS so well out in the community! 

  

https://vtac.edu.au/opendays
https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day
https://www.deakin.edu.au/open-day
https://www.federation.edu.au/study/upcoming-events/open-day/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday
https://melbourne.lcieducation.com/en/news-and-events/events/open-day-2026
https://marcusoldham.vic.edu.au/marcus-oldham-open-day-april-19-2026
https://www.monashcollege.edu.au/life-at-monash-college/our-campus/explore-the-campus
https://seda.edu.au/register/mu
https://study.vu.edu.au/openday
https://study.vu.edu.au/openday
https://www.vit.edu.au/contact-us/
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Junior Subschool Report 
 

Luke Perriss – Junior Subschool leader 
 

It has been another action-packed and engaging period for students in the CTS Junior Sub-School, with a range of 
learning experiences providing opportunities to explore new skills, connect classroom learning to the real world and 
represent our school with pride. 

A recent highlight was the Neil Porter Maths and Science Day, hosted here at CTS. Students participated in a diverse 
program of activities designed to bring together mathematical and scientific thinking through practical, hands-on 
challenges. The day encouraged students to see how integrated Maths and Science skills can be applied beyond the 
classroom, with a particular focus on career-based pathways and the many ways these skills are used in different 
industries and professions. It was fantastic to see students’ problem-solving, collaborating and approaching 
challenges with curiosity and enthusiasm. 

Our Year 9 and 10 students also recently enjoyed an excursion to Warrnambool Wildlife Encounters in Cudgee. 
Students had the opportunity to get hands-on with a variety of native animals while learning more about the wildlife 
found throughout our region of Victoria. Through a strong focus on conservation, animal rescue and rehabilitation, 
students gained a greater appreciation of the important work involved in protecting and caring for our native species. 
The day also included a visit to the Logans Beach Whale Nursery Lookout, where students did some whale spotting 
in the hope of seeing some early arrivals during the migration season. While the wildlife experiences were certainly 
memorable, the behaviour of our students was equally impressive. All students represented Cobden Technical School 
with respect, maturity and enthusiasm, and we are very proud of the way they approached the day. 

       

We were also pleased to welcome our future Year 7 students for another transition experience. This time, students 
had the opportunity to explore some of the Technology learning areas and experience the practical and creative 
opportunities available at CTS. A special shout-out goes to our Textiles Department, which provided students with 
the opportunity to get involved in this highly creative, skilled and hands-on trade area. 

Looking ahead, our Year 9 students are getting excited about their upcoming Melbourne Camp. The jam-packed 
experience will see students exploring the city and visiting locations including the Shrine of Remembrance, the MCG, 
Hosier Lane, ACMI, Federation Square, Melbourne Central, Queen Victoria Market, an indoor rock-climbing venue 
and the Eureka Skydeck. Along the way, students will also develop valuable independence and navigation skills as 
they learn how to travel around, over and under Melbourne’s CBD successfully and grab bargain or to for their 
families at home. 

It promises to be another fantastic learning adventure for our Junior Sub-School. 
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Sports Report 
 

Belinda Savage – Sports Co-ordinator 
 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday August 27th Noorat Clay Target Shoot 
Wednesday September 9th HSSSD Basketball – Junior Boys and Girls 
Thursday October 8th GWR Athletics (Ballarat) 
Thursday October 15th SSV Athletics (Ballarat) 
Monday October 26th South West Middle Years Clay Target Shoot (Lake Gillear) 
 

GWR Junior Badminton (in Ballarat) 
What a super effort by our Year 7 Junior Badminton team and our Year 8 Junior 
team, competing at the Greater Western Region Junior Badminton 
Championships at the Ken Kay Badminton Stadium in Ballarat with both teams 
finishing Runners Up in the region.  Thank you to Mrs. Holliday and Ingrid 
Bellman for your assistance and support. 
 

Lost Property 
If you are missing items of clothing and a Watch, please speak to 
Belinda Savage to claim your lost property. 
 

 
 

SchoolTV 

 

Now available on SchoolTV – ADHD.  Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) is a commonly diagnosed 
neurodevelopmental condition that affects how children regulate attention, impulses and activity levels. While many 
children can appear restless, distracted or forgetful at times, ADHD involves ongoing patterns that may impact 
learning, behaviour, organisation and relationships. These challenges can sometimes lead to frustration at home and 
school, particularly when a child is trying hard but struggling to meet expectations. 

For families, understanding ADHD means recognising that these behaviours are not simply a matter of effort or 
discipline. ADHD is influenced by a combination of neurological, biological and environmental factors that affect how 
a child’s brain processes information and manages self-control. With the right support, structure and strategies, 
children with ADHD can develop the skills they need to succeed and thrive. 

This edition of SchoolTV explores how families can better understand ADHD and support children to build confidence, 
strengthen emotional regulation and navigate everyday challenges more successfully. 

Ctrl+Click here to read about this topic  

 
We are pleased to invite you to Part III of the Understanding, Anxiety and Depression to Foster Resilience webinar 
series.  This webinar is suitable for parents, carers and grandparents offering practical insights and guidance to help 
support the wellbeing of both primary and secondary students. 
 

WEBINAR: Understanding Anxiety and Depression to Foster Resilience (Part III) 
DATE: Wednesday, 2nd September 2026 
TIME: 7:30 pm 
 

This presentation forms part of a broader webinar series designed to strengthen mental health literacy across school 
communities.  Join international experts Dr Emma Woodward and Dr Joe Stammeijer as they share valuable insights 
into recognising early signs of concern and practical approaches to supporting the wellbeing of young people. 
 

Topics in this session will include: 
• Building Resilience Foundations 
• Everyday Habits for Wellbeing 
• Strength-Based Resilience for Neurodivergent Children 

 

Click here to register  

http://cobtech.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/adhd-au
https://cobtech.vic.schooltv.me/webinar/understanding-anxiety-depression-part-III-ec
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Wellbeing Team 
 

Liv Williams & Kayla Horan (Wellbeing Coordinators) 

 
It has been another busy few weeks across our school community, with lots of opportunities for students and staff 
to connect, support others and raise awareness of important causes. 

Jeans for Genes Day was a wonderful success, with our school 
community raising over $150 for charity! A huge thank you to 
everyone who got involved and helped support this important cause.  

We also recognised Bullying No Way Week, encouraging students to 
think about kindness, inclusion, speaking up and looking out for one 
another. Alongside this, our Flanno for a Farmer Day helped raise 
awareness of the challenges faced by farmers and the importance of 
supporting our farming community when times are tough. 

Next week, we will be celebrating Wear It Purple Day. Students can get involved with purple pancakes and porridge 
at Breakfast Club, as well as wearing purple ribbons provided throughout the day. Wear It Purple Day is a great 
opportunity to celebrate diversity, inclusion and creating a safe and supportive school community where everyone 
feels welcome. 

As we come to the end of winter and move into Week 7 of a busy 10-week Term 3, 
many of our sporting and extracurricular activities are beginning to wind down. With 
the change of pace, it is also a good time to look after ourselves. Often, when we slow 
down after a busy period, our bodies relax too — making us a prime target for those 
nasty winter colds and bugs! Remember to get plenty of rest, stay hydrated and look 
after yourself as we head towards spring. 

As always, if you or your family need any support with uniform or food items, please 
don't hesitate to ask for help. We are always happy to support our students and 
families in whatever way we can. 

 
 
Info From The Inclusion Desk…. 
 

Sharon Cotton – Inclusion Coordinator 

 
Last week, I had the privilege of attending the annual Autism in Schools Conference in Melbourne, hosted by the 
Autism Teaching Institute and Western Autistic School. The day brought together experts, educators and community 
representatives to share best practice in supporting autistic students. A highlight for me was the Friendship 
Symposium, where autistic teenagers shared their own experiences of education and what helps them feel 
understood, connected and supported. 

The Victorian Government’s Autism Education Strategy aims to improve learning and wellbeing outcomes for autistic 
students and build school communities where autistic students and their families feel welcomed and valued. 

What does this mean for your child? At Cobden Technical School, the strategy strengthens our commitment to 
providing meaningful, personalised adjustments and creating classrooms where every student can thrive. Through 
Student Support Groups, Individual Education Plans, small-group programs and tailored activities, we work to 
understand each student’s strengths and needs and help them feel connected and valued. 

As a parent of autistic children myself, I understand how important it is to know that your child is known, supported 
and cared for at school. I encourage family partnership and open communication, always feel free to contact me to 
discuss your child’s needs.  
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Calendar 2026 

 
 
 

TERM 3 

WEEK 7 DATE EVENT 

Wednesday 26 August ➢ Wear It Purple (wear your school uniform while enjoying a purple 
breakfast and participate in lunchtime activities to promote inclusion, 
diversity and creating safe, supportive environments for everyone) 

Thursday 27 August ➢ Noorat Gun Club Championship Shoot 

WEEK 8 DATE EVENT 

Wednesday-Friday 2-4 September ➢ Year 9 DOXA Melbourne Camp 

Thursday 3 September ➢ Senior Citizens Luncheon 

WEEK 9 DATE EVENT 

Monday 7 September ➢ Melbourne Museum Excursion (Year 7) 

Tuesday 8 September ➢ RU OK Day? 

Wednesday 9 September ➢ Party Ready Program (Year 10-12) 

Wednesday 9 September ➢ HSSSD Basketball – Junior Boys & Girls (Yr 7-8) 

WEEK 10 DATE EVENT 

Monday-Friday 14-18 September ➢ Year 11 Work Experience Camp (Melbourne) 

Tuesday 15 September ➢ School Council at 5:00pm 

Wednesday 16 September ➢ Family Conferences (pupil free day; students attend conferences with 
family member/s) 

Thursday 17 September ➢ Footy Colours day (wear your favourite AFL or sporting team colours 
while participating in a range of fun activities during Session 5) 

Friday 18 September ➢ Last day of term – school finishes at 2:25pm 

 

  



Cobden Technical School Cobden Technical School is a child safe school Page 10 

Community News 
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