COBDEN TECHNICAL
SCHOOL
Committed to Students, Committed to Success
McKenzie Street, Cobden, 3266
www.cobdentechschool.org
cobden.ts@edumail.vic.gov.au
Ph: 5595 1202

We are committed to find, and celebrate,
successful outcomes for students, whether
that is in the pursuit of high level academic
achievement, or the development of
specific vocational skills.
The values we strive to develop and
promote through our interactions with
students, parents and other members of
our community are Honesty, Excellence,
Accountability, Respect and Trust - HEART.
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Principal
Rohan Keert
It doesn’t take long to settle in to the routine of a new school
year. It has been a smooth start for students and teachers. I
always feel privileged to return to a school where the grounds
have been so well maintained by our volunteers in the weeks
before everyone returns. It doesn’t happen in every school!
After all the carefully planned transition activities led by Mr
Simmonds, our Year 7 students have hit the ground running,
participating in engaging learning tasks planned by their
teachers. I look forward to getting into the Year 7 classes on my
regular learning walks.
We warmly welcome new staff Jerin Joseph (Science and VCE Biology) and Agung (Indonesian
Language Assistant). We are very pleased that Ellen Podbury has resumed her Maths teaching role
following family leave, and Sarah Cook has returned to complement our excellent Maths teaching
team. Pat Wallace continues in 2018 to teach metalwork and welding. Pat also teaches a Year 10
Agricultural Welding class from Mercy Regional College, six periods per fortnight in our impressive
new Trade Training facilities.
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It’s hard not to be proud of the amazing new Trade Wing facility which commenced operation this
year. As many would know, the $2.5M refurbishment is part of the Corangamite Trade Training Cluster
project. I would like to thank the staff and students who patiently endured challenging teaching
conditions while the building works were being completed in 2017. It has been truly worth the wait.
The new facility is spectacular in both it’s size and fit-out. Next week we commence teaching VET
Automotive, Building & Construction and Electro technology to students from across Corangamite.
We plan a major celebratory event and ribbon cutting ceremony in Term 2 at a date to be determined.

It is with immense sadness that I acknowledge the sudden passing of Leslie Ellington this week. Leslie
and her husband Trevor have been our much-loved and admired Deb Ball dance trainers. It has always
been a special treat to watch Leslie and Trevor effortlessly glide across the dance floor showing our
students (and parents) how it is done. On behalf of the Cobden Technical School community, I would
like to sincerely pass on our condolences to Trevor and family. As a result of this tragic news, the CTS
2018 Deb Ball has been postponed.
Finally, I am looking forward to the CTS swimming sports on Tuesday 13 th February. It is a well
organised swimming carnival with lots of opportunities for all students to be involved in a range of
events. Make sure you are there, in your house colours, to swim, cheer and participate!
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Assistant Principal
Michael Smart
Thank you to all the families that attended the Mentor-Student-Parent conferences on Tuesday 30 January.
This was an important day in getting ready for the school year, with the opportunity for families to meet their
child’s Mentor, and for the sharing of information about the school’s expectations regarding uniform, use of
electronic devices, hats, and appropriate behaviours, being shared with the student and their family. We see
this as critical because we wish to avoid conversations that include ‘but I didn’t know’ as a means of excusing
non-compliance with school rules. This is now firmly a part of our start of year procedures, so please bear that
in mind later in the year.
With a few days of formal classes already under our belts, our students have already settled in to their new
subject loads. Our Year 7 students have commenced a new phase with their entry to secondary school and our
Year 12 students are underway in the final phase of their secondary education – the classes of 2023 and 2018
respectively.
This term holds some key rites of passage for both of these groups of students. For our Year 12 students it has
been ‘game on’ since the 2017 upgrade classes, and our students will get explicit support when they attend a
study skills day to focus on the skills and the tools they need to prepare for their own success. The Year 7
students can look forward to settling in to the routine and expectations of secondary school. In Week 8, from
Wednesday 21 to Friday 23 March, students will be off for three days on the Year 7 camp to get to know each
other much better.
And, if that’s not busy enough for everyone, we also have the CTS Swimming Carnival on Tuesday 13 February
and the CTS Athletics carnival on Thursday 6 March. We expect all students to attend these events as they are
part of our normal school program. Being actively involved with others from their House is a great way to feel
part of the community, and to mingle with others across the year levels, in support of the House. We encourage
families to come along to these days in support of all the students involved in competition.
I hope that, as you look back on the year at some point down the track, you will all feel that what you did in
2018 was of value in building the person you are. To get there, you need to live by the old saying ‘don’t count
the minutes, make every minute count.’

A bit about my role
The role of Assistant Principal is viewed in different ways. Many focus on the discipline aspect, but it is so much
more than that. The role involves monitoring and organising the running plan for events such as school photo
day, immunisations, and parent-teacher-student interviews. Another key role is in supporting the teaching staff
as they work to implement plans to achieve the targets set as part of the school’s strategic plan. As Data
Manager, I will be planning and scheduling the range of assessments we use to track student progress. In 2018,
this will include PAT Testing and on demand testing across Years 7 to 10, and NAPLAN for Year 7 and 9 students.
I will also access VCE data to monitor the progress of our cohorts each year. It is this positive side of the role
that makes it so rewarding.
This year I am again taking on the role of coordinator for Programs for Students with Disabilities (PSD), and I
thank the families with whom I have already met to have a start of year Student Support Group (SSG) meeting.
This supports our students with specific learning needs to have clear goals that support their learning. I look
forward to meeting other families as we complete the start of year round of SSG meetings.
I will also be meeting with carers/guardians of our few Out of Home Care (OoHC) students for whom we will
also have an SSG and set goals to support these students with their learning.
The discipline side is, however, still there in the background. It exists to work through issues created when
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students do not live up to the behavioural standards and expectations we have; expectations designed to
support learning for all. As parents and carers, I rely strongly on your support in ensuring that your child does
their best to arrive at school appropriately equipped and with a positive mindset in relation to the effort they
need to make in the classroom.

Sun Smart
Living in Australia, every day, and particularly in the Summer months, is the time to protect your skin and eyes
from too much sun.
Research indicates that exposure to the sun while a child has a great impact on the development of skin cancers
in later life, so this is an important part of our duty of care to the health and wellbeing of all students. We
expect that families will understand and support this important health initiative.
As we take on the responsibility of being a SunSmart school we require that all staff and students follow these
5 SunSmart steps:
1. Slip on cool, covering clothing that covers as much skin as possible
2. Slop on SPF 30 or higher broad spectrum sunscreen – make sure you slop on a lot and reapply it
every two hours
3. Slap on a hat that shades your face, neck and ears
4. Seek shade – it might be a tree, a verandah or an umbrella
5. Slide on some sunglasses – best to have wrap-around style and labelled AS 1067
Our staff will model and encourage these behaviours for our students, and students are now required to wear
a school approved sun hat when outside during Terms 1 and 4.
The school hat, available at Reicha’s, is the only hat accepted as part of our uniform. Hats must provide
protection for face, neck and ears, and the bucket hat meets this need while also fitting in with our uniform.
Please be aware that the hat is part of uniform, and as such must remain free of graffiti. Students that deface
or damage their hats will be required to replace them with a new hat, so parents please support us in this by
reminding your child that the hat is uniform and must remain graffiti free.
Students not wearing a hat while outdoors are required to move out of the sun to the bus shelter, undercover
dining area, or a suitable area of permanent shade. Students that refuse such teacher instruction will find that
by allowing their behaviour to escalate to that of refusing teacher instructions, their consequence for noncompliance will be more formal.
This is important as part of our duty of care to the health and wellbeing of all students, as research indicates
that exposure to the sun while a child has a great impact on the development of skin cancers in later life. We
expect that families will understand and support this important health initiative.

UNIFORM
We seek your support as families of students at the school to ensure that correct uniform is worn. When your
child does not have the correct uniform, a note should be provided for your child’s Mentor (House Group
teacher). This will be checked by the Mentor at roll marking, and a uniform pass issued. If, for some reason,
your child is repeatedly out of uniform your child’s Mentor will make contact with home to discuss what can
be done to get your child back into correct uniform.
Shoes must be sturdy and safe for participation in classes, and for this reason, we insist on leather shoes. For
girls, lace up shoes have replaced the T-bar shoes that leave too much of the foot uncovered. The wearing of
patterned, coloured or hooded clothes under the school polo shirt is not acceptable. We seek your support in
ensuring that appropriate plain white singlets or t-shirts are available for your child to wear under their polo
shirt for comfort or additional warmth. We hope that everyone understands the simple expectations in relation
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to the standard of uniform worn and supports us in having our students look good and learn that clothing
standards are a normal part of work life.
While we encourage students to do the right thing, there are consequences for those who choose not to meet
the standard expected by the school.

CANTEEN – LUNCH ORDERS
Lunch orders can be made at the canteen during recess. The first ten minutes of lunchtime is allocated for
students collecting lunch orders. Likewise, students wishing to have their sandwich toasted can leave it and 20
cents at the canteen at recess time and then collect it at lunchtime.
General shopping commences when lunch orders have been collected, or after the 10 minute window for lunch
order collection has passed.

DRINK WATER
Being hydrated helps with thinking and energy levels. As has been the case for a number of years, students are
reminded that they are permitted to bring a bottle of water to class. No cordial, no soft drink and no need to
leave class for a drink. This helps keep students focused, and in class, for learning.

EXCURSION & CAMPS FORMS
Strict deadlines apply to the return of permission forms and payment for all camps and excursions. If these
are not returned on time, students may miss out on the opportunity to attend an event, and events may even
be cancelled due to lack of numbers.
We encourage our students to be involved, but cannot take them out of the school for sporting events,
excursions and camps if they do not help us by meeting their responsibility in getting forms signed and returned.

INSURANCE
Families please note that the Education Department does not provide
personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students.
Our school’s First Aid and Student Safety policies include provision for
calling an ambulance should a student have a serious medical need,
such as loss of consciousness, anaphylactic reaction, broken limbs,
serious joint injuries, and so on.

Important Matters
of Insurance
Student accident insurance,
ambulance cover arrangements
and private property brought to
schools.

Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of
medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of
ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport costs. An ambulance fee for family coverage is under
$100 annually, as compared to thousands of dollars if you have to use one.
Parents/guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones,
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. Please note also that the school
does not hold insurance for personal property brought to school by students, families or visitors, and it has no
capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. This is one of the reasons that the school requires
students to lock their lockers, and students should not bring any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to
school.
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Homework
Homework usually involves a range of routine tasks to support students in skill development by providing
practice of essential skills, and providing time for tasks not completed at school.
Study is different to homework in that it requires students to look back over lessons and class notes to help
consolidate understanding. This may involve re-reading from a text, making note summaries or mind maps, and
doing practice exam questions. The focus here is for the student to consolidate their own understanding so
that they can tackle tasks with growing independence. This is particularly critical for VCE students in Units 3
and 4 as they work toward SAC tasks and exams.
We encourage all families to talk with their children about their homework and study. Even when there may
not be a specific homework task, there is always the study component to consolidate understanding.

UNIFORM ALLOWANCE - YEAR 7
In 2018 every Year 7 government school student who is a recipient of CSEF automatically qualifies to receive a
uniform pack that is provided through State Schools’ Relief. Please contact the school if you wish to apply for
this package.

TAX FILE NUMBER
Students who are 15 years old or above should consider applying for a Tax File Number. Any part time job you
have will require you to have a TFN. This is done online by going to the Australian Taxation Office site. There
can be quite a wait for this so don’t delay, get it done as soon as possible.

Photography Workshop 2018
Reinier Bouman
Moran Arts Foundation - School Photography Workshop
Students, if you are interested in photography, we are planning a free workshop for 2018
Run by professional photographers, the full day workshops teach students fundamental photographic
techniques combined with the theme of “Visual Storytelling”.
Each workshop has a maximum of 30 children per class. Each child has their own digital camera and camera
card to use for the day. At the end of the day each student selects and prints 5 of their photographs and the
workshop concludes with a discussion of their photographs. Workshops will be supervised by teachers and
parent support is very welcome.
Every child participating in the Moran School Photography Workshop program is automatically entered into
the Moran Contemporary Photographic Prize.

Breakfast Club is on again in 2018
Every Tuesday and Thursday 8.30-9am
At Jonno’s Shed
Starting Thursday 8th February
Free cheese toasties are available.
Those students who have travelled long distances on the bus or have missed
breakfast for any reason are especially welcome.
Cobden Technical School
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Musical Instrument Tuition
Jason Beveridge
Cobden Technical School would like to be able to offer private instrumental lessons again in 2018.
We need to determine the level of interest from students and parents/guardian before we engage external
contractors to deliver these lessons.
In the past we have offered lessons in Piano/Keyboard, Guitar, Drums and Singing. We are prepared
to seek instructors in other instruments if there is sufficient demand.
The cost of an individual lesson will be $25 PER LESSON. Fees would need to be paid to the Instructor
at the start of each class before students can participate.
If you are interested in your child participating in private instrumental lessons please fill out the
following permission slip and return it to Mr Jason Beveridge in the music room (or alternatively to
office) before Friday, 2nd March, 2018.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2018 MUSIC TUITION REQUEST SLIP
Please complete and return to Cobden Technical School
Student Name: ……………………………………….…………….

Group………………

Parent Name: …………………………..…………………………..
Telephone Contact Number: …………………
I wish for my child to undertake private lessons on the …………….………………………….. (insert instrument).
Parent Signature: ………………….………………………….
Date: ………………………………….
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Calendar
WEEK
4
5

6
7

8

9

WEEK

DATE
TERM 1
Monday, 19 February
Thursday, 22 February
Wednesday, 28 February
Friday, 2 March
Tuesday, 6 March
Monday, 12 March
Tuesday, 13 March
Friday, 16 March
Wednesday, 21 March
Thursday, 22 March
Friday, 23 March
Tuesday, 27 March
Thursday, 29 March

9

DATE
TERM 2
Monday, 16 April
Friday, 20 April
Wednesday, 25 April
Thursday, 26 April
Tuesday, 1 May
Tuesday, 15 May
Wednesday, 16 May
Thursday, 17 May
Friday, 18 May
Tuesday, 22 May
Wednesday, 30 May
Friday, 1 June
Friday, 15 June

10

Monday, 18 June

11

Monday, 25 June
Friday, 29 June

1
2
3
5

6
7
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EVENT
















Senior Boys Cricket
Year 12 Retreat
House Meeting Athletics
HSSSD Swimming Sports
Debutante Ball (Postponed)
Athletic Sports – Cobden Recreation Reserve
Labour Day Holiday
Immunisations Years 7 & 10
GRIP Leadership Conference - Melbourne
Progress Report No. 1
Port Fairy Camp – Year 7
Port Fairy Camp – Year 7
Port Fairy Camp – Year 7
HSSSD Athletic Sports
Final Day of Term 1 – 2.30pm finish

EVENT




















Term 2 Commences
GWR Lawn Bowls
ANZAC Day
Clay Target Competition - Colac
Cross Country
NAPLAN
NAPLAN
NAPLAN
HSSSD Cross Country – Camperdown
HSSSD Senior Football & Netball
HSSSD Junior Football & Netball
GWR Cross Country
HSSSD Senior & Intermediate Basketball
VCE Semester 1 Ends
VCE Semester 2 Commences
Work Experience Year 10 Week 1
Reports
Work Experience Year 10 Week 2
Final Day of Term 2 – 2.30 finish
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Sport
Belinda Savage
2018 – Term 1 -We again have a VERY busy term ahead
with lots of sports and dates to be aware of. Please mark
the following dates in your diary. If at any time you
require any information regarding any particular sports or
dates, please contact me.
Victorian Cricket Leadership Day

Upcoming Events
Tuesday

Feb 13th

CTS Swimming Carnival at the Cobden Swimming Pool

Monday

Feb 19th

HSSSD Cricket Senior Boys (at Timboon)

Wednesday

Feb 28th

HSSSD Swimming (at Camperdown)

Tuesday

March 6th

CTS Athletics at Cobden Recreation Reserve

Friday

March 9th

Emu Creek Pony Club Interschool Dressage Challenge

Tuesday

March 27th

HSSSD Athletics at Camperdown

Friday

April 20th

GWR Bowls (Ararat)

Thursday

April 26th

Colac Gun Club Shoot

Tuesday

May 1st

CTS Cross Country (Session 4)

Friday

May 18th

HSSSD Cross Country (Camperdown)

Tuesday

May 22nd

Country Cup Football (Yr10-12 Boys) and Netball Snr & Int Girls

Wednesday

May 30th

Hampden Cup Football (Yr 7-9 Boys) Netball Yr 7 & Yr 8 Girls

Friday

June 1st

GWR Cross Country (Warrnambool)

Friday

June 15th

HSSSD Basketball - Senior & Intermediate Boys & Girls

Cobden Technical School Swimming Carnival - Will be held at the Cobden Swimming Pool on
Tuesday 13th February
o

All students – compulsory attendance:- Points will be awarded for attendance of each
student, also dressing in house colours, along with a lucky entrance and lots of NON swimming
activities and novelty swimming events.

o

All students are to bring bathers, towel, sunhat

o

Bus travel will be the same as normal, students will get off the bus at school, wait at the bus shelter
until the last bus has arrived, then all bus travellers will be transported by bus to the Cobden Swimming
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Pool. The reverse will happen at the end of the day, all bus travellers will be transported by bus back
to school before catching their normal bus home.
o

Town students are to go straight to the Cobden Swimming Pool, then straight home at the end of the
day.

o

Salad rolls will be available from the school canteen BUT the orders must be placed and paid for no
later than Monday 12th February. These orders will then be delivered to the pool prior to lunch time.

o

Students are required to be at the pool by 8.50am for roll marking and our first event will start at
9.00am.

o

Students are reminded to wear appropriate clothing: shirts, hats, etc. and lots of sunscreen.
Appropriate swimwear is required – it is hard to swim your best when you are soaked in baggy clothing.
And, do not forget, to wear your House colours in support.

o

Parents are most welcome. There may even be some parents who would like to assist in some way. If
so, please contact the school and let us know – this would be greatly appreciated.

o

Pool Canteen will be available during the day for snacks (ice-cream, drinks, lollies, etc only)

o

There will be no pass-outs from the pool at all – unless a parent personally collects a student from the
pool

o

There will be a charge of $2.30 per student for entry to the pool. This will be paid when entering the
pool. Please ensure that you have the correct money. Students with a season’s ticket do not have to
pay but must bring their season’s ticket with them on the day.

Victorian School Golf
If anybody is interested in competing in the Victorian School Golf Championships please speak to
Belinda Savage for entry details. Below you will find the four Divisional Qualifiers dates and places.
Please note, you only need to attend one of these events.
Friday

March 9th

Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Ballarat)

Friday

March 16th

Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry - Colac)

Monday

March 19th

Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Hamilton)

Tuesday

March 20th

Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Port Fairy)

Tuesday

March 27th

Greater Western Region Golf (direct entry – Ararat)

Equestrian
Any student who would like to attend the Emu Creek Pony Club 2018 Interschool Dressage Challenge on Friday
9th March, 2018, please make sure that you have completed your entry form prior to Friday 2nd March. If you
require an entry form or further information, please contact Belinda Savage.
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Western Waves
Congratulations to Holly Duynhoven on her selection into the Western Waves U14 Girls cricket team. During
the School holidays, Holly’s team played six games with mixed results. Holly said it was a good experience and
hoped to have another opportunity to play cricket at that level.

Clay Target Shooting Practice
Under the Supervision of an
Experienced, Registered Member
Venue: Noorat Gun Club
When: Every Wednesday
Time: 4pm
Cost: $15

Hands on Learning
Wanted:
Any old timber or paint for future
projects
Please contact the school
on 5595 1202
Cobden Technical School
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Winter Skirts $80
Final orders to Reicha’s by
Friday, 16 February
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